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And bis Diſciple aſted bim, Jaying, What . this © 5 be | i 
Parable be? And he ſaid, Unto you it is given ta know-' 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God, Luke viii, g, 20. "rs 
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grim, has ſully vindicated the Meta- 
phorical Mode of conveying 1 

tion: his Authorities are indubitable 
his Arguments clear and concluſive 
and the End he propoſes, highly. 
valuable and important: is, that 
the Inſtructions of Tru , 
ived with Pleaſure, and retained 


ulneſs, through the deep Impreſſion” 
hich cu; gap makes * the: 
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FR. BuxnyAn, in his excellent 
Apology prefixed to his Pil- 


be re- : 
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ith an almoſt Impoſſibility of F orget⸗- : 2 


"F- PRETACE. 
&« Art thou for ſomething rare and profitable ? © 
« Or wouldſt thou ſee a Truth within a Fable? 


« Art thou forgetful? or wouldſt thou remember 
From New-Year's-Day to the laſt of December? 


„Then read my Fancies, they will ſtick like Burs.“ 


This highly valuable and important 
End, is not likely to be anſwered in 
any great Degree, unleſs the Fable be 
well underſtood. Mr. Bunyan was 
well aware of this, and being earneſt- 


IH deſirous to be fu ly underſtood, thus 
addreſſes and counſels his Readers, in 
his admirable Concluſion of his Book, 


« Now . N Thave told my Dream to thee, 
* See if thou canſt i interpret it to me, 

Or to thyſelf, or Neighbour . 
Put by the Curtains, look within my Veil, 98 
« Turn up my Metaphors, and do not fail: 
here if thou ſeekeſt them, ſuch Things thou'lt find 

& 50 As will be helpful to an e Mind.“ | 


f The Allegory often alludes to dies 
Times in which the Author lived, and 


thoſe which preceded it: alſo to the 
- Maxims, Manners, Prejudices, and 


Big⸗ 


F RE F A CE. . 
Bigotry of thoſe Times, and the Suf- 
ferings of godly conſciencious Perſons 
from theſe Sources. Readers who 
lived in, or ſoon after the Author's 
Day, could much better underſtand 
ſuch Parts of his Allegory,than modern 


Readers can ; unleſs it be thoſe who 
bave read and ſtudied the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times alluded to: to thoſe who 
have not had theſe Advantage-, it may 
be pleaſing and profitable to be able to 
enter into the Author's Meanings. 
Many Parts of the Allegory, which 
have no ſuch Alluſion, are, however 
juſt, very dark and myſteridus; there- 
fore difficult to underſtand, except by 
Perſons who were ufed to the Author's 


d 3 | 4s 

8 Miniſtry, or who have ſtudied his . 
10 other Writings; by which Means, ob- 28 
gaining a Knowledge of his Mode of | 


thinking, when he ſpoke or Wigte 
+ without Metaphor, they. became bets; 


N 
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vi PIR EF ACE. 
ter qualified than others to enter into 
his Similitudes. 

Let it be further obſerred that 0 
Syſtem of Chriſtianity alluded to 
throughout the Allegory, is the Cal» 
viniſtic, or as it is denominated in the 
preſent Day, Evangelic : and the 
Modes of Religion alluded to, are 

thoſe of Nonconformity. Perſons un- 
acquainted with the above Syſtem of 


blunder exceedingly in attempting to 
explain the Author's Meaning. 
Baut the greateſt and moſt important 
Bar to the Underſtanding of this Al- 
E tegory, is, that the greater Part of it 
E relates to Chriſtian Experience, under 
different Diſpenſations of Providence, 
andi in different Situations, of Mind. 
| Shewing how the Lokp, by his Spi- 
rit, inſtructs, leads, and guides his 
By ble ſupports and deliyers them 


Doctrine, or Modes of Practice, muſt 


PREFACE wi 
in all that variety of Changes which 
paſs over them, which, from what- 
ever Cauſe they ſpring, muſt work 
for their good, and produce their En- 
creaſe in the Growth of thoſe Graces 
which conſtitute that Haine without 
which no Man fhall fee the LorkDs 
Weak Chriſtians muſt frequently be 
at a Loſs to get at the Author's Mean» 
ing: and as to thoſe who are Strans 
gers to Gop and themſelves; the 
Whole muſt appear an ingenions'en« 
tertaining Something, to which * 
can fix yo Meaning. 

A Key that vill unlock the! yt. 
tery of this entertaining Book, and 
open all its Inſtructions to every 
Claſs of Readers; muſt be conſidered 
as a deſirable Object: for tis a Pity - 
n godly kerentenbe e | 
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vi PREFACE. 
ſigns to give them: and it is equally 
a Pity that thoſe who read it only as 
an entertaining Tale fhould be ſuffer- 
ed to lay it down, without an Oppor- 
tunity being offered them of Profit, 
as well as Pleaſure: Such a Key is 
attempted in the following Sheets-2 
how far the Writer has ſucceeded, he 
leaves others to judge ; he has done 
what he could, and as Gop works by 

Means, and it is owr Duty to uſe pro- 
bable Means in promoting the beſt 

Intereſts of Men, he hopes that his 

Endeavours will not be in vain. If 

the Pilgrim has been an edifying Com- 

panion, even while he puzzled his 

Readers, may we not hope he will 

be more ſo, when more pry un- 

derſtood. 

The Editions the Pilgrim? 8 Pu 
grefs has paſſed through, are very nu- 
merous, all of them furniſhed with 
WET + - very 
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PREFACE: , - 
very brief Notes; and a few Texts of 
Scripture in the Margin, which give 
a little Aſſiſtance to the Reader, yet 
fo little as leaves him almoſt where 


they find him. 
In the Year 1776, an Edition was 


; publiſhed with brief Notes to illuſtrate 


the more difficult Paſſages of the Pil- 
grim's Progreſs ; theſe Notes are of 
conſiderable Uſe and Help to the 


Reader, and the Author of them de- 


ſerves Praiſe and Thanks for his pious 
Labour of Love: they do not how- 
ever preclude the Neceſſity, and Uſe- 
fulneſs of an Attempt to explain the 
Allegory more fully. That Annota- 
tor does not pretend to be pgſitive that 
he has always taken up the Thought the 


Author had upon his Mind at the Time 


of Writing, though he thinks there are 


few Places in which he it in Danger of | 


great ly mifing it. He hopes that he hay 


As propeet * | 
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Propęſed no Illuſſration, but what will 
be found agreeable to the Analogy, of + 
Faith, and the Experience of Believers. 
This candid and humble Declaration, 
. perſuades the Author of thefollowing 
Sheets to believe, the Annotator will 
not be offended with him for attempt= 
ing to carry the Work of Explanation 
ſtill farther on, and will permit him 
without grudging, to avail himſelf of 
his excellent and pious N otes, for that 
Purpoſe. | 
In the Year i778, another Edition 
of the Pilgrim appeared, with Notes, 
explanatory, experimental and prac- 
tical, by Mr. Mason, but neither 
does that Edition preclude the Uſe- 
fulneſs of this Attempt, It is alſo 
acknowledged here, that the Notes of 
that Edition have ſuggeſted ſeveral of 
the Thoughts, which have my di- 
dats the: allowing * 
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The Mode of Explanation adopted 
here, is that of a Series of Letters to 
a Friend: this Mode is preferred to 


writing Notes upon the Text, as it 


gives a larger Scope to dilate on the 


important Topics of Chriſtian Profeſ- 


fion and Experience, alluded to in the 


Allegory: it alſo offers its Help to 


thoſe Perſons who are poſſeſſed of any 
Edition of the Pilgrim's Progrefs, 


q without putting them to the Expence 
of purchaſing another, 


May the Prince and Forerunner of 
Pilgrim's travelling to Mount Zion, 
ſmile on this feeble Attempt to aſſiſt 
his Followers, and. may they kindly 
accept the Aſſiſtance offered them by 
one who loves their Prince; and being 


himſelf a Pilgrimof conſiderable Date, 


having trod much of the Path, and 


being perhaps near the End of it; can 
fun much from Experience, in eck 
; 1 6 P _— 
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xi PR E F A C E. 
plaining the Allegory, as the Author . 
himſelf did in writing it. 
The Second Part of the Pilgrim's 8. 
Progreſs is beautiful and excellent, 
though not equal to the Firſt. Should 
this Key to the Firſt Part meet with 


Acceptance, a Key to the Second ſhalt 
follow it, in the ſame Mode. 


A 


* 1 


TO THE 


PILGRIMS PROGRESS. 


LBST TRR 


MONG the various Bleſfings of early. 
Piety, I account it not the leaſt, that 
the young Chriſtian poſſeſſes. Vigour of 
Mind to ſearch after Knowledge, and. 
Strength of Memory to retain his Acqui- 
ſitions. I confider my dear SyNTyYCuz as 
willing to improve theſe Advantages,: and. 
congratulate him on the Proſpect of the 
| Benefits he may derive from a Knowledge. 
of Divine Things acquired in early Youth. 
I chcarfully accede to the Propoſal of | 
making the Pilgrim's Progreſs the Subject 
of my Correſpondence with you: and as, 


LPN 


LY 
„ 


to o all 9 much of the Path . ; 
| . Life, | 2 


wo I 
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Life, FR conſequently much of the Path 
to Glory, remains yet for you to tread ; you 
have done wiſely in chooſing this Subject: 
For, whenever it ſhall pleaſe Gop to 
you into Situations, and exerciſe you with 
Trials, analogous with thoſe of Bunyan's 
Pilgrim, your Memory will furniſh you 
with excellent. Things, ſuitable to your 
Cafe. © 
. We are exhorted to be Fullowers of them 
-woho through - Faith and Patience inherit the 
Promiſes. Permit me therefore to recom- 
mend to you, the Man of Gow, whoſe Rid- 
dle we are to expound, as an emminent 
Pattern of Fidelity to Gop and his own 
| Conſcience i in the Sight of Gop. He was 
thoroughly perſuaded in his own Mind, 
$41] andworſhipped Gop according to that Con- 
____vidtion; leaving his Brethren who differ- 
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all Bigotry, and at the ſame Time to be 
at Pains to know what is Truth, and act with 
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ed from him in Opinion, in quiet Poſſeſſion 
of their own Principles; he cultivated in 
Hs on Heart, the moſt affectionate and 
benevolent Sentiments towards them. 1 
earneſtly recommend toSyntycns to avoid 


e accoroing to his OM * 
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This Man of Gop ſuffered twelve Years 

impriſonment for Nonconformity to the 
Forms of Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, for 
#5 to the doctrinal Articles of the Eſtabliſh-. 
ment, it does not appear that he deviated 
from them: The Priſon was the Den 
« where he laid him down to Sleep,“ and 
dreamed this precious Dream: eaſy and 
calm under his Sufferings for Carisr, he 
employed his compelled Retirement from 


public Labours, in preaching by his Pen.— 


Theſe beautiful Excurſions of ſanctiſied 


i Fancy, fully ſhew a Mind at reſt; and ful- 


E ly prove that Bunyan, like another Peter, 


could fleep ſoundly in a Priſon. © His 


Bonds were not the Bonds of an evil Doer, 
but the Bonds of. the Goſpel. TY, 
To ſuffer Bonds and Impriſonment for 
Curtsr; though honourable, and in reſpect 
to the Reward promiſed, glorious; is ne- 
vertheleſs bitter to the Fleſh, and repugnant. 
to our natural love of Liberty. It is im- 
poſſible we can chooſe it but as the Alter- 
native of not denying our Maſter. Jxsus 


therefore adviſes his Diſciples to fly from 


City to City, to avoid Perſecution; but 
webt 10 not be avoided without Sa- 
2701 1 8 crifces 


F 16 IF 
crifices unworthy of the Servant of Cunts ws 
to ſuffer its utmoſf Rigours. | 
Rejoice with me SYNTYCHE, that our 14 | 


is fallen in better Days : far from being 
perſecuted, we are protected in exerciſing 


all the Rights of Conſcience. Liberty, re- 
ligious as well as civil, is the Glory of our 
Land. How great then will be our Guilt, 
and how contemptible our Characters! if 
ve are leſs zealous for, and leſs diligent in 
the Service of Gov, than thoſe were whoſe 
' Zeal and Fidelity expoſed them to the bit- 


tereſt Sufferings. But it is Time we at- 
tend to the mare immediate Subject of our 


Correſpondence. 
The Racced, BURDEXED Max, curning 
| his Face from his, own Houſe, weeping, 
| - trembling and uttering a lamentable Cry, 
is a Sinner awakened to a Senſe of his Sin, 
and a Knowledge of his condemned and 
miſerable State in conſequence of it. The 
"Book in his Hand, in which he reads, and 
weeps, and trembles at its Contents; ſhews. 
us, that true Conviction for Sin is by the 
Word of GO. I had not known Sin, ſays 
Paul, unleſs the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt wot 
covet. The Alarms of ſuch a Perſon; are 


very different from the Terrors of fupeſti- 
dias, | 


. W 


nr 
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tious Ignorance, which generally arife 
from ſome ſudden Fright, Sickneſs, or im- 
minent Danger; and are eaſily quieted with 
the filly Mummeries of Prieftcraft. The 
Entrance of Goy*s Word gives Light to the 
Soul, and the Reaſon and Judgment of the 
Sinner plead the Cauſe of Gop againſt him. 
He ſees that the Commandment is holy, juft, and 
good, and feels the Equity of his Condem- 
nation for Diſobedience : and nothing can 


quiet his Fears and comfort his Heart, but 
that Word which alarmed and wounded 


= him. 


Real Convictions receive their Strength 
from the Divine Authority of Scripture : 
they ariſe from a Belief of what Gop og 


there ſpoken. Death and Judgment are - 
brought near to the Perception of the 


Mind : the awful Conſequences of ſtanding 
before Gov, appear in ſuch a tremendous 
Light, that all inferior Concerns are ſwal- 


lowed up in the Care of the ons Thing needfuls 


Hence CHrI8TIAn is repreſented as ſtand- 
ing with his Face from his own Houſe. 

Saving Convictions cannot be ſhaken off, 
they are deep Impreſſions of Truth, which 
make the Remembrance of Tranſgreſſions | 


ch and the Regrets and Sorrows arifing © a 


from 


tors, of which others ſpeak : and thoſe Pers. 
| fors are 'raſh and-atheandid, who, having 


[ 28 } 


-» from that Remembrance, ſincere and laſt- 
ing. Mine Iniquities, ſays David, are gone 


over my Head: as an beavy Burden, they are 
2 J am troubled: I am bawed - 
1 greatly : I go. mourning all the Day: 
Hence the Man is deſcribed as having a 
great Buzpzx on his Back,” as complain= 
ing that he is undone, by Reaſon of a 
, hard upon him, and which 


he feared = ſink him lower than the 


we. 
The en Cad DCE of all awaken.- 
ed Sinners are not equal in Degree, though 


hey are the ſame. in Nature and Qualify, | 
| Gopwounds in order to heal: bis Wildowps 
8 directs Row deep ta Wound, and his Lo 


ents its heing too Aerp. Thoſe Per-. 
ms therefore needleſsly diftreſs themſelves, 


|| Who fear their State is not good, beca 
© they have not felt thoſe diſtracting Ter- 


oa 4 


felt theſe Terrors themſelves, are fu ew . 
ous of the State of thoſe who have not. Sof= 
row for Sift there muſt undoubtedly be, 
in true Repentance ; but the Degree of it 
is fully ſufficient ; if it cauſes a Sinner to 


Nolte 


: e the Wrath te to cmd.  Agitations "ad 


{3 
the Mind are not the Standard by which 


we are to try the Truth of Grace. 45 

The Man was © clothed with Racs,” to 
indicate that ſenſe of Shame, as well as 
Guilt, : which the awakened Sinner feels; 
Perſons of delicate Senfibility are greatly 


much more, before their Superiors, in rag 


ged and ſqualid Clothes. Dreſs, in the 


human Idea, contributes much to procure 
us Reſpect, or Contempt: from hence is 
borrowed that ſtrikingly figurative Lan- 


guage of the Prophet, All our Righteoufneſſes 


are as filthy Rags. There are no Perſons, how - 
ever bad and wicked, but have done ſome 


Properties; they are too ſufficiently ſenſi 
ble of it, and value themſelves upon the 
ſuppoſed Merit of theſe Things: mu; 
are, in a Figure, their beſt Clothes, and 
they love to appear in them bears, 
that they tay mate hear or 


Reſpect. ) 
When the Mind glances toward Gon 


aſhamed to appear before their Equals, 


good Things, or are poͤfleſſed of ſome goad 


— 


end aden that Way, as it ſometimes will, | 


in ſpite of Hell and its own native Enmi. 


ty;-theſe Things conſtitute its Dreſs; and 
keep it in Countenance.: Gov, {heat this 
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Thave done this, or that : Gow, IT ſbdut thee I 
em ſo, and ſo. When therefore the Sinner 
is awakened to a fight and ſenſe of Sins; 
and finds that he muſt anſwer to God fos 
them, he turns his Regards to his good 
Deeds, or good Properties, in hopes that 
theſe will operate in his Favour: but he is 
forced to view them now by that ſame ſa- 
cred Light, which ſhews him his Tranſgreſ- 
ſions and Diſobedience : alas! how great 
his Surprize b *tis' like that of a Man, who 
going to his Wardrobe to put on à Court 
PD rels, finds it to be nothing but ji/thy Rags; 
- That free and glorious Gu ac may be 
fuitably exalted, and the Salvation held 
| forth in the Goſpel be ſuitable and wel- 
tome; the Sinner muſt ſee his RAGE, 
s well as feel his bunDEN HD Condition: 


«Hh 1 muſt. be aſhamed of all he has accounted 
his Righteouſneſs, as well as aſhamed of his 


Sin and T ranfgreſſion. No ExVANGELIST 
Fan with Propriety tell him of the Wicker 
: Gar, or point him to the SuIxIN C. LIcur, 
till he is found, RaGGED, BURDENED, TREM— 
Bla, and CRYING=QUT, What a I * 
25 be ſaued? 


So works by the Means aff his Word, 
whether by reading or gs it, is no 
mat 
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[ 1 | 
matter: the Man's Diſtreſs aroſe from what 
he read in the Boox which was in his Hand, 
The Conviction of ſome Sinners, perhaps 


the greater Number, is from hearing the 


Purport of that Book declared. Either way 
it is the Words of that Book, and Faith comes 
by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of Gon. 
Mark farther, though this Book diſtreſſed 
the Man, he could not lay it by: It was 
the Companion of his ſolitary Walks, and 
he read it with Tears and Prayers. When 
Gop has touched the Heart, the Word be- 


comes precious, and even before it gives 


Comfort, is more prized than neceſſary Foad. 
A proper View of our own Danger as 
Sinners, will awaken a ſuitable Concern 
for the Danger of others, eſpecially our 
dear Relatives : and however for a. while 


we keep our Sorrows to ourſelves,; that ; 


Concern will make us ſpeak to them. Here 
generally. begin the outward Trials of 4 
Chriſtian; he is firſt mortified by the Pity 


of his Friends, for his ſuppoſed Frenzy; 


and then wounded by their IlEnature for 
perſiſting in his, Teſtimony. Jssus came 


to ſend Fire upon Earth, to divide Hauſebulds 


amongſt themſelves, to make a Man's Foes 
thoſe of. bis oxun Family. For this. Cauſe, | 


many a Pcrſon has been forced to give up 


1 2 


domeſtic Happineſs to ſecure their etermil 
Intereſts ; they that are after the ' Fleth toil 
perfernte thoſe that are after the Spirit. 
" EvanczLrhr's Converſation with, aid 
Counſel to the Man, point out what ought 
to be the Conduct of Minifters of the Goſ. 
pel, towards Perſons under Concern of Soul: 
and in proportion as love to CHRIST, and 
the Souls of Men, fills their Hearts, they 
will attend to this Duty, and endeavour to 
bring the Sinner to the Knowledge of a 
Saviour. Let us, my dear Friend, attend 
to the ſeveral Parts of the Work of an 
EVANGELIST, as. marked in the Allegory:” 
Firſt, to ſingle out Perſons under Diſtreſs 
of Soul, and with an affectionate Courteſy 


1 do encourage them to open their diſtreſſec 
Neat, and by pertinent Interrogatories, 
5 z ant them in lay ing open their Condition. 


Secondly, to urge upon them the neceſ- 
fity of going forward, and guard them 


againſt ſtopping ſhort of real Converſion; 


Conviction is not Converfion; and though 


all ſaving Conviction leads to real Conver- 
ſion, all Conviction does not do ſo. Felix 
trembled, but put off Converſion to a 
more convenient Seaſon. Miniſters ſnould 


manage with Prudence the Compaſſion of 
. DP; - LRD 115 19.2 2 their 
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l | 
their own Hearts, and not be haſty in open. 
ing the Conſolations of the Goſpel, till 
they ſee that nothing but a Saviour will 
ſatisfy the Sinner : Till then they muſt be 
warned, as by Authority from God, to 
fer from the Wrath to come. 

Thirdly, when the — anxioufly aſks 
where be muſt fly, and what be muſt do to be 
ſaved, he is to be directed to Carisrt, as 
the only Saviour, becauſe there is no otber 


| Name given amongst Men, whereby we can be 


faved. And, no Man can come to the Father, 
that is, in Reconcilement and Peace, but by 
bim: But. becauſe the coming Sinner's 


Ideas of the Saviour, and the Nature of | 


his Salvation, are often very confuſed and 
1mperfect, he is to be taught to look to, and 
ſtudy the Scripture Account of theſe 
Things. 


This Saviour, who calls himſelf the 


Door, and the flrait Gate; our Author re- 


preſents by a little Wicket placed at the 


Head: of the Way that leads to Mount 


Zion, through which the Man muft paſs 
to get into that Way, and where he muſt 
receive Inſtructions concerning it, to ſnex— 
that by Cuklsr alone we are introduecd 
into a State of Grace, and muſt recetve | | 


1 +4 - 


f . 
4 | - 
SS. , | : . 1 , 
ww * +, . AK þ ad 18 p 2 23 , 
' ; 4 ; % 
bn — * * 
k ; a - 255 x 
* : Is. L 
w a 
> At 2 
5 2X . ” 
- * - 
W - 
= 
* 
. 


1 1 
from him, all the Laws and Ordinances of 


that State. To obtain Faith in this Sa- 
vious, the Word muſt be regarded as a 


Lamp to the Feet, and a Light to the Path, 


and taken heed to, and credited as à ſure 


Word, which will. cauſe the Day to dawn, 


end the Dayſtar to ariſe in the Heart. 
The Man now begins to run: his F light, 
wt; what followed upon it, ſhall be the 


Subject of my next Letter. 


The Things we have been conſidering, 


my dear SyN TY CE, deſcribe the Ground 
you have paſſed over in your Experience: 


ſo far at leaſt as relates to Conviction of 
Sin by the Law or Commandment, as pre- 


paring the Soul for the Reception of Jzsus 


Ennlsr. You will bleſs him becauſe he 


- hath: opened your Eyes: born of, and 


brought \ up in a godly, Family, your Cal- 
Vg and Converſion did not make you a 
Wonder, and a, Gazingſtock to them: 

How great your Cauſe of Thankfulneſs for 


tis circumſtantial / Difference, as it has 


ſaved you from Trials which would have 
been bitter to your Soul. nme, 
8 So praynohs 

| Neben. 


mn. 
5” 


28 J 


_ 


LETTER l. 


Wi the Light of Truth ſhining 


in the Conſcience, induces a Perſon 


to make an open Profeſſion of the Ways 
of CHRIST, his carnal Friends and Relatives 
become ſerioufly alarmed for the Conſe- 
quences. In Buxyan's Days, theſe Con- 
ſequences were great ; a good Name, Re- 


putation, Eſteem, and the Friendſhip of - 


the Neighbourhood, were ſure to be loſt: 
perhaps Trade, and worldly Circumſtances 


greatly ſuffered ; for there has been thoſe *' 


who would not employ, or buy, and ſell, with any 
that had not the Mark of the Beaſt, or the 


Number of his Name. Fines and Impriſon- | 
ments were alſo often the Conſequences of * 
ſuch a Profeſſion. No Wonder Cnris-  .. 


TIAN's Wife and Children cried after him 


to return. Carnal Relatives are in earneſt 


to diſſuade, becauſe ſuch Conſequences 


muſt affect their worldly Comforts; and 


ſeeing no Want of CuRISsT, they can have 
no Motive to loſe any Thing for him. 


— 
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1 26 ] 
to determine a Man to withſtand the Solt« 
Citations of the Wife of his Boſom, and the 
Children of his Bowels? the Entreaties and 


 Remonſtrances of affectionate Parents, and 


Brethren and Siſters? and to ſtand as the 


Butt of their unceaſing Reſentment, and 


continual Upbraidings? yet this is the Law 


of the King of Zion: any Man come ts me, 


and hate not-his Father and Mother, and Wife, 
and Children, and Brethren and Siſters, yea, 
and his own Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple, 
A Perſon thus circumſtanced, muſt, like 


. CuntsrT1ax, ſtop his Ears againſt the Plead- 
ings of Fleſh and Blood, and remember 


ETERNAL LI᷑E is at Stake. Sce, my SYN- 
TYCHE, how much it has colt ſome, to be 


good Soldiers of Jesvs CurrsT, and what 
was Hips they have endured. 


In the Characters of OBsSTINATE hd 
Pt1aBLE, we ſee, that though natural Men 


may differ much in Temper and Diſpoſi- 


tion, they all agree in Ignorance and Diſ- 


lüke of the Truth. By Ossrix Arx, is 
manifeſt, that while the Love of the World 
| tules in the Heart, no Examples or Argu- 
ments, will prevail with a Man to ſeek a 
better Inheritance. Diſpute with them in 
1 t own. ay, and they will weary you 


with 
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( 27 ] 
with Cavils and Reaſonings : but bring 
them cloſe to Scripture, they are ſoon ſi- 
lenced, and fling away in Anger. PIIA- 
BLE ſeems to be the ſame Character with 
the Stony-Ground Hearers ; pleaſed for a 
while with the bright Side of Divine Things; 
and looking to the Crown, without conſi- 
dering the Croſs, they outſtrip ſometimes 
the real Convert: the firſt Rebuff they 
meet with, they do Violence to their Con- 
victions, and get rid of their Religion, as 
ſoon as they can: A Conduct in which 
the Approbation of the World will "Pp 
them in Countenance. 

It is very difficult for an awakened Sin- 
ner to maintain a Confidence, or even a 
Hope, that Gop will accept him, and Par- 
don his Tranſgreſſions for CuRISs T's Sake. 
The Remembrance of former Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, with the aggravating Circumſtances 
attending them; new Surpriſals into Sin, 
through the Force of preſent Temptations; 
the riſing of corrupt and depraved Aﬀec- 
tions in the Heart; all theſe concur to 
ſhake the Sinner's Hope, and tempt him 
to deſpair; forming a SLOUGH of Drsrovp 
into which he finks, ſo that he ſeems like 
one who is fallen into 4 horrible Pit, and is 

B 2 _ JAcinking - 
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. | Linking in miry Clay. The Miniſters of 


Tesvs have a peculiar Charge to look well 
to ſuch dejected Souls. Strengthen ye the 
' weak Hands, ſays their compaſſionate LorD, 
and confirm ye the feeble Knees ; ſay to them 
that are of a fearful Heart, Be ſtrong, fear not, 
your Gop will come, even God with a Re- 
compence ; he will come and ſave you. What 
a Mercy, when a poor deſponding Sinner 
obtains the Benefit of the affectionate En- 
couragements of ſome kind Servant of the 
Lord, ſome BarnaBas, who is the Son of 
:Gonſolation to his drooping Soul. For want 
of this, ſome have lain under ſpiritual De- 
jection for many. Years. Miniſters ſhould 
alſo pay particular Attention to the Doubts 
and Fears, of awakened Sinners, and often 
in their public Miniſtrations, point them 
to the Promiſes, of Acceptance, and For- 
giveneſs, which, like good and ſubſtantial 
ſtepping Stones, placed through the Midſt 
of a Slough,” forthe Benefit of Paſſengers; 
; ſerye to hipport the Steps of weak and un- 
certain Faith, 
1 You my dear SynTyYcns, I keow, re- 
member with Gratitude, the Benefits you 
derived from the Miniſtry of Evop1as in 
Mr ung to Jaops CHR1sT : he pointed 


i 
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you to the Steps, and though you ſometimes: 
ſtaggered, you was preſerved from falling. 
I have often lamented that there are not 
more Preachers like Evop1as: but ſome 
attend only to thundering out the Law, to 
awaken Sinners others to ſtate and eſ- 
tabliſh the Doctrines of the Goſpel—and. 
others delight to dwell on the Privileges of 
the Children of Gop. Evopias, who was 
a Maſter Builder in all theſe Reſpects, 
thought it more important to beſtow a 
larger Share of his Attention to the weak: 
Hands, the feeble Knees, and the fearful 
Hearts. His Voice, like the Trump of 
Jubilee, collected Zion's Mourners round 
him. He knew their Caſe, and applied 
himſelf to their Relief—he knew they did 
not doubt whether JEsus was a Saviour, 
but whether he would fave them. Euodias, 
penetrated the Thoughts of their Hearts; 


\ hunted out, and anſwered their Objections 


and Fears; and many Hundreds have bleſ- 
ſed Gop for him, as a Father who had be- 


gotten them through the Goſpel. 


Alas! how many are the Snares and 
Temptations that attend young Converts : 
Earth, as well as Hell, will ſtrive to turn 


Uriah away from uni to ſeek Relief by - 


2 | 53 other 


1 
other Means, We read of ſome, ꝛcho ſerve 
not our LoxD Jesus CHRIST, 2“ their own 
Bellies, and by good Words, and fair Speeches, 
decerve the Hearts of the Simple, Men who 
profeſs to be Friends to Religion, but have 
the Art to accommodate themſelves with 


one, that ſhall not claſh with their worldly 


Intereſt, Theſe WorLDLy WISEMIN are 


dangerous Enemies to young Converts, 


becauſe their decent Appearance, Sobriety, 
and Gravity, excite Reſpect, and prevent 


. _ Suſpicions of Danger in their Counſel. 


Theſe repreſent the Trouble and Sorrow of 
an awakened Sinner, as the Effect of a diſ- 
tempered Brain, and deſcribe the Profeſ- 
fion of the Goſpel, as a Way that is rough, 

tedious, unpleaſant, and dangerous: they 


teach, to ſtifle Conviction, and gain Peace 
of Conſcience, by a civil, moral, and ſober - 
Life, as ſufficient to recommend to the 


Favour of Gov; they profefs a great Regard 
for the Letter of the Law, and attach them- 


felves to the faſhionable and N Modes 


of Worſhip. 


| '$ 
A young Ghriſtiah ' may be seed by 


the carnal Reaſoning of theſe Men, becauſe 
they do not ſeek to turn him away from 


| Regan. Wee WIszMAN would not 
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have CHRISTIAN. go back to the City of 
DesTRUCTION, a State of apparent Atheiſm; 
but he would have him ſettle in the Vil- 
lage of Morality. Now, who would ſuſ- 
pect Morality to be dangerous? indeed it 
is not ſo in itſelf; but the beſt Things when 
perverted, become moſt deadly and per- 
nicious. To truſt in our own Righteouſ- | 
neſs, and ſo ſtop ſhort of Cur1sT, is to ex- 
poſe our Souls- to the moſt awful Danger 
of eternal- Ruin, for as many as are of the 
Works of the Law, are under the Curſe. 

But, though a young Chriſtian may be - 
ſeduced and drawn into this Snare, he can- 
not continue in it. Indeed, the Lorp 
could eaſily prevent thoſe who ſeek him 
from committing ſuch Miſtakes, but he 
ſometimes permits them to wander from 
the right Path, that they may know the De- 
ceitfulneſs of their own Hearts, become 
more dependant upon him, and more com 
paſſionate to others: It is impoſſible that 
an awakened Mind ſhould obtain even 
falſe Peace by the Works of the Law. 
The Spirit of the Logy has opened the 
Eyes of his Underſtanding, to ſee the Spi- 
rituality of the Commandment; ſo that, 
as the Mountain appeared more high and 
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tremendous, and its Thunders and Light- 


nings more awful and dreadful, when 
CnrIsTIAN drew nigh to it; the awakened 
Sinner, ſeeking to the Law for Relief, only 
ſerves to manifeſt more abundantly the 
Magnitude and Terror of the Law, and te 


increaſe his own Guilt and Fear: this Si- 
tuation is more dreadful than the SLovcu 


of Drspoxp. There, Doubts and Fears 
about acceptance with Cnr1sT, kept the 


Soul from going forward: but here, the 


Certainty of Condemnation from that which 
has been choſen as the Hope of Life, fills 


the Soul with Terrors which diſtract it, and 


from which — 8 can relieve it but the 
Goſpel. | 


Well might Paul call it the eure 69 


Piel of the bleſſed Gob. Glorious indeed, to 
follow with its Mercy, thoſe who turn their 


Backs upon it. Well might CuRTsTIAX 


Go againſt thoſe that ſlight his Merey, 


* bluſh for Shame” at the Sight of ExAN- 


GELIST. But mark SyNnTyYcus, in the Diſ- 
courſe of Evaxctiisr, and its Effects up- 
on RISTIAN ; the ſevere Reſentments of 


and turn away from the Goſpel. © Let us, 


a*< 


my Friend, Fear, leaſt a Promiſe being left 
us of entering into bis Reft, we ſhould" ſtem to 
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I 
come ſhort of it ; and let us labour to enter in- 
* to that Reſt, leſt we fall aſter the ſame Ex- 
ample of Unbelief. 

I faid, it is impoſſible for an awakened 
Mind to obtain even falſe Peace by the 
Works of the Law. Permit me to explain: 

I do not ſuppoſe every one that is alarmed 
with Fears of Wrath, and who from hearing 
the Goſpel concerning Jesus, ſets out to 
ſeek him, to be truly awakened : they may 
be frightened, but not enlightened. It is 
no Wonder, therefore, if they gladly accept 
as their Relief, a Mode of Religion leſs 
troubleſome to the Fleſh, than the Croſs of 
* CarIsT. Being blind and deaf to the 
Spirituality of the Law, they ſee not the. 
Flaſhes of Fire, nor hear the Thunders of 
Divine Wrath : they approach the Law 
without Fear: no Wonder then, if a Re- 
N formation of Manners, if they have beer 
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2 groſs Sinners, ſhould content them; and a 
— little Mog ALTr, or even CTVrHI rr, ſhould 
1 deliver their Conſciences from its Burden. 


of Unhappy Creatures, by ſtopping ſhort'of | 
„, Caaisr, they have only. changed their Path 
8, to Hell. Let us, my Brother, go on ſinging. | 


fl Should allthe Forms that Men deviſe. 
-.., © Afaulr my Faith with treacherous Art, 

„ed call em Vanity and Lies, 3 

ue And bind the Goſpelyg m7 Heart.“ _ 
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LETTER Il. 


OME my SynTyYcHe, let us retire 
from the burning Mountain, whoſe 


Neighbourhood is the fooliſh Choice of 


Pride and Self. righteouſneſs : let us ap- 
proach the Wicker Garz, and attend to 
the Heart inſtructing, and comforting 
Scenes of humble Penitence, and Divine 
Benevolence exhibited there. 


I am, ſays Jesus, the Way, the Truth, 


end the Life: no Man cometh to the Father 


But by me: I am the Door: by me, if any 


Man enter in, be ſhall be ſaved. IEsus is 


the Way, as he is made of Gob to us, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, of ſaving Knowledge: Righteouſneſs 

_ to. juſtify us from Obligation to Puniſh- 
ment, and to give a Title to Life: Sancłi- 
 feation,, to make us meet for our Inheri- 


tance : and Redemption from all the Dan- 
gets which threaten us, that we may be 
preſerved from falling, and be pręſntod 


 faullleſs before the Throne of his Glory, with 
exceeding Foy. He is the Dear, or entrance 
do all this Grace. He is repteſented, nat 
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as the ample Portal of a Palace, but a8 3 
ſtrait Gate, a little Wicket that will admit 
only the Pilgrim and his Burden, the Sin- 
ner and his Sorrow. When a Sinner be- 
lieves the Word, and truſts in the Name 
of the Lorp Jesvs for Pardon and Accept- 
ance with Gop, he enters this Gate, and 
begins the Way which terminates in Glo- 


ry. This Gate, though free for the En- 


trance of all who will enter thereby, 1s 
kept ſhut: the Sinner muſt knock: he 
cannot open the Gate himſelf, another muſt 
open it. We are ſaved through Faith, and 
that not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of Gon. 
To all that knock, the Kindneſs and Love of 
GoD our Sav lob x opens the Door, he makes 
no Objections to any, they are in no tuiſe 
caſt out : nay more, they are ſaved from 
thoſe ſore Temptations, thoſe awful ſpiri- 
tual Alarms, by which Satan ſtrives to hin- 
der the coming Sinner. But let us view 
theſe Matters a little more diſtinctiy. 

The Pilgrim knocked more than once or 


a twice. Though Pardon and Life, are the 


free Gift of God, they muſt be obtained 
by. Prayer, importunate frequent Prayer, 


that will take no Repulſe ; like the Woman |7; 
af Hun, who though repulſed more than i. T8 
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once, would take no Denial. The Sinner 


muſt pray confeſſing his Sin and Miſery, 
the Plague of his Heart, and the. Crimes of 
his Life: acknowledging the Juſtice of his 
Condemnation by the Law. He muſt plead 
his Danger, Diſtreſs, and Wretchedneſs, on 
Account of Sin; he muſt plead the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel ; the Aſſurances of Succeſs, 
which have allured and encouraged him to 


ſeek Salvation by Jesus CHRISH: nor muſt 
he leave off, nor let the Angel of the Co- 


venant go without a Bleſſing. 


Though Worlds conſpire to drive him thence, 
% Moveleſs and ſirm his Heart ſhould lie. 
„ Reſolv'd, for that's his laſt Defence; 
If he muſt periſh: there to die.“ 


Jo render the Bleſſings prayed for, more 


| welcome and valuable, they are ſometimes 
mercifully delayed, and granted only to our 


Importunity. 
Rernark, my dear Friend, the good Will 


of God to the Children of Men: he re. 


ceiyes without upbraiding. We make 
no Objection againſt any, (ſays GoopwẽIII.) 


not withſtanding all they have done before 


they came hither. ” What Grace and Mer- 
cyl what noble generous Goodneſs! Good- 


0 neſs which breaks the Sinner's Heart and 


; 
J 
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11 
makes him more aſhamed of his Vilenefs. 
Terrors and Fears may drive him at firſt 
to ſeek the Loxo; but it is Grace, the 
Riches, the Fulneſs of Grace, which 
binds him the Servant of the Lord for 
ever. I have blotted ont as a Cloud thy 
Tranſgreſſions, and as a thick Cloud thy Sins: 
return unto me, for ] have redeemed thee: 
Thy é ins and Tniquities I will remember no 


more, This is the Voice of pardoning 


Grace, which makes the Sinner fay, Va 
have I to do any more with 1duls ? I have 
beard and obſerved bim: in Thee the Father- 
Jen fnideth Mercy. | 

Mark with what Joy the Sinner is re- 
ceived, and how the Bowels of paternal 
Mercy ſound over him ! Ephraim is my dear 


Son, be is a pleaſant Child, for though 1 


ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember 
him ſtill. It is meet we ſhould make merry, 
for this my Son was dead, but is alive * 
be was loſt, but is found, 
Mark alſo the Pity of the Land a. 
thoſe who flight his Merey. Alas, poor 
man, (ſaid GoopwiLL, ſpeaking of PLra- _ 
BLE] is -the celeſtial Glory of ſo ſmall EC 
teem with him, that he counteth it not 
Worth raping the Hazard of a few Dif. 
81711 | ö ficulties - 
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EY marked W himſelf in the Days of his 
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ficulties ro obtain it? How ſhall I give thee 
up, Ephraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael? 


my Hear! is turned within me, my Repentings 
are kindled together. And bebolding the City, 
he wept over it, ſaying, O that thou hadſt 
known the Things that make for thy Peace! 

If the Sinner is not upbraided of his 
God, he cannot but blame, and upbraid 
himſelf : he confeſſes, not only his Tranſ- 
greſſions before he was awakened, but 
his Wanderings and Errors afterwards. 7 


will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions to the Lorp, 


ſays David, and mine Iniquities will J not 


 bide, CnRISTIAN candidly confeſſes he 


was ho better than PLiaBLE who went 
back, becauſe he himſelf turned to go in- 


to the Way of Death: that had it not been 
for the Mercy of Gop in ſending Evanoz- 


LisT, he had never got to the Gate. A 
ardoned Sinner is humble under the Senſe 


of Pardon, and aſcribes the Difference be- 


twixt himſelf and others not to his own 


good Conduct, but to the diſtinguiſhing 


Grace and Merey of Gop in Cair1sT Ja8vs, 
Ixsus is the Friend of Sinners, in ſaving 


his People from their Sins: he points out 


x0 them the high Way of Holineſs, which 


Heh 


7 * 1 
*" Tea E 


„ 
Fleſh, by Patriarchs, and Prophets, before; 
and by his Apoſtles after him. This is the 
Way in which they muſt walk to arrive at 
MovunT' Z1on, being the only Path which 
leads thither. For without Holineſs no Man 
fall ſee the Lord. Along this Path let us 


follow our Pilgrim, and mark the Difficul- 


ties, Dangers, Combats, and Victories that 
attend him.; and may our Hearts treaſure 
up the Cautions, and Comforts, our Attend- 
ance on CHRISTIAN may afford us. | 
One Thing in this Allegory may appear 
a little ſtrange, that CuRTSsTIAN does not 
get rid of his Burden at the Gate: becauſe 
we are told that Faith in CuRIisr, always 
removes the Guilt of Sin. Let us remem- 
ber, that Faith in CurisT can only pro- 
duce Effects in us, correſpondent to what 
we underſtand and believe concerning him. 
We are to grow in Grace and in the Know- 
lege of our Logp Jesus CuRISsr. Deliver- 
ance from the Guilt and Burden of Sin, 
ariſes from an Underſtanding and believ- 
ing. View, of that Sacrifice. which atoned 


for it. A Sinner may apprehend and be- 


lieve enough of the Mercy of Gop in 


Cuxtsr, to induce him to walk with Hope 
in the Way of Holineſs ; though not fully 


* 
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to relieve his Conſcience. from Guilt 5 he 
will obtain bat Mercy, when he obtains 


the Knowledge of CHRIST crucified. The 
Croſs is the Place of Deliverance; © There 
(faid GoopwriLL) thy Burpen will fall 
from thy Back of itſelf.” 

- As a Chriſtian is to walk by Faith, and 
not by Sight, he needs Inſtruction in the 
Things which concern his beſt Intereſts. 


The Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, is- given 


to guide unto all Truth, as the ſeveral Parts 
of it become neceſſary: he opens the Eyes 
of the Underſtanding, and by. Means of the 
Word, forms in the Heart, the neceſſary 


Principles of Faith and Fear. So Curis- | 


IAN is ſent to the Houſe of the IN TRR. 


; pRITER, that he may be ſhewn excellent 


Things, and ſuch as would be uſeful to him 


in his Journey. 
- Where is the Houſe of the: "WF 0 


- where he exhibits his Treaſures of Wiſ⸗ 
dom? It is the Hory ScriPTuURrEs, SyN- 
TYCHE, which: you hade known from a Child, 
and \'which have made you wiſe' to Salvation 
throught Faith which is in Itsus CnRrsr. 


Tpheſe you know are profitable for Docrrin- 


Jox Reprogſ for Correction, for Inflrudtion 
„CC 
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1 
Rigbtenuſneſs: by theſe, the HoLy Spier 
makes the Man of Gop perfect, thoroughly 
furniſhed unto all good Works: continue to 
reſort to thig ſacred School, that you may 
always have Underſtanding to keep his Law, 
Bleſſed is the Man that beareth Wiſdom, 
watching daily at his Gates, and waiting at 
the Poſts of bis Doors. 

Jzsvs commands us to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and aſſures us, that both in him, 
and his Followers, they muſt be fulalled : 
how important then is it for us to know 
what they contain? to underſtand, their 
ſacred Meaning and Import? This, like 
every other Bleſſing, muſt come by Prayer. 
When Cxr1sTIan came to the Houſe of 
the INTERPRETER, he knocked over and 
over. And David prayed, Open thou mine 
Eyes, that I may bebold wondrous Things 
out of thy Law. Pray earneſtly, my dear- 
Friend, that the Lord the SeirIT, may 
lead you into Truth, for unleſs the In TER- 
PRETER be with you, whatever Amuſe- 
ment you may get by the Scriptures, or 
whatever Speculations you may gather 
from them, you will ſtill be without the 
Houſe, and your Heart never the better - 
Kaock Wes for Entrance, and be not con: 
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tent with the Attendance of a Servant, but 
aſk for © the Maſter of the Houſe, and 
the Uſe of his Candle.“ 

The Houſe of the InTerPRETER, is ju- 
diciouſly placed in this Allegory, near the 
Wickzr Garz, and at the Beginning of 
the Way; becauſe Divine Knowledge is 
peculiarly important and uſeful to young 
Converts; many of whom are called out 
of the groſſeſt Ignorance even of the Letter 
of the Word: and even thoſe who from 
Education have ſome Knowledge of the 
| Letter, are, till taught of Gop, Strangers 

to the Riches of Divine Wiſdom which it- 
contains: the Followers of Jzsus and his 
Apoſtles were therefore called Diſciples; 
that is, Perſons under Tuition. Theſe 
Remarks no way imply that the Lorp does 
not lead and guide his People in all their 
Way: The Houſe of the IxðTXRR ETER is 
as neceſſary to the Believer of old ſtanding, 
as to the Babe in CuRlIsr. 

In the next Letter we will accompany 


CnklsrrAx, and the InTERPRETER, into 


the Apartments of the Houſe; and it will 
be our great Mercy, if we are as well pleaſ- 
ed and inſtructed as the Pilgrim was: the 


9 equally concern us, and the Guilt 
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will be ours, if we do not Profit by them. 
May we be Wiſe io underſtand, and Prudent 
to know ibem: for the Ways of the Logd are 
right, and the Fuſt ſhall walk in them; but 
tbe Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. Farewell. 


ANnDRONICUS. 


LETTER. IV. 


11/15D0M, fays. Solomon, bath Walde 
ber Houſe, ſhe hath hewn out_ ber 


ſeven Pillars. How applicable to the Houſe 


of the INTERPRETER; where ſeven impor- 

tant Repreſentations, like monumental Pil- 
lars, ſtand for our Inſtruction, Comfort. and 

Warning. | | 
Becauſe Faith comes by Hearians, and Gop 
hath ſocircumſtanced us, that the Miniſtry 
of the Word is neceſſary to our Growth in 
Grace; he has alſo. graciouſly provided for 
us in this Reſpect, by raiſing up and ſend- 

ing Men, furniſh'd by himſelf with Gifts.” 

and Grace neceſſary for the Work. What 
| 2 4 
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Portrait is here given of ſuch a Man! 


he may well be called One of a Thouſand: 
his Eyes lifted up to Heaven i in affection- 
ate Concern for the Succeſs of his Minif- 
try, praying for Sufficiency of Wiſdom 
and Grace for himſelf, and for Succeſs with 
thoſe who hear him. Je do not, ſays Paul, 
| Ceaſe to pray for you, and to defire that ye 
_ might be filled with the Knowledge of bis Will, 
in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, 
that ye might walk worthy of Gop, | 
His Hands hold the Saczxep VorLuut, 
as the Source of all his Doctrine, not fol- 
. - lowing cunningly deviſed Fables, but taking 
beed to the fure Word, fludying to ſhew him- 
ſelf approved to Gor, a Workman that need 


not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of. 


' Truth, Hence the Law of Truth is written 
on his Lips, becauſe, as one who has ob- 
tained Mercy, he does not walk in Craftineſs, 
nor handle the Word of Gop deceitfully, but 


by manifeſtation of the Truth,  commending 


himſelf to every Man's Conſcience i in the Sight 
of Gop. The Love of Carisr conflrains 
him to labour for the Souls CurIsT pur- 
chaſed with bis Blood: he turns his Back 
on p Emoluments, not Feeding the 
18 Tuc, 
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Plock, and taking the Ouerſigbt of it for filthy 


Lucre ſake, but of a ready Mind: not as 4 
Lord over, but an Example to the Flock : 
waiting for his Reward till e Chief Sbep- 
herd ſoall appear. 

This is the Man appointed by Jzsvs 
to feed his Sheep, and to be eſteemed by us 
very highly in Love for bis Work-/ake. 

Suppoſe my SyNTYCHE we contraſt this 
Portrait with another, leſs amiable in- 
deed, but not leſs faithful in its likeneſs ? 
viz, a Man, pretending to bea Miniſter of 
Car1sT, and obtruding himſelf upon Man- 
kind as ſuch. To form the Contraſt we 
muſt deſcribe him thus ; His Eyes roving 
among his Hearers, to mark their Number 
and Quality, and from thence. to take his 
Meaſures accordingly : The beſt of Books 
furniſhes only a Motto for his Notes, and on 
his Lips is found Philoſophy, and vain De- 
ceit, after the Rudiments of the World, and 


not after CHRIST; and leſt the Delicacy-of 
the Polite ſhould be offended, couched in 


all the Elegance of Claſſic Purity, In- 
ſtead of ſtanding as pleading with Men; 


behold a careful Attention to the Atti 
tudes of agreeable Delivery: the World 
is before his Face, 9 and Gain as 
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the Conſequence of it, are never out of 


Sight, and the Crown of popular Applauſe 


hangs over his Head. 

- If Entertainment and Amuſement were 
the Objects of our Attendance on the public 
Miniſtry, we could not do better than to 
ſeek the Man whoſe Portrait we have laſt 
viewed ; but if to find the Mord and eat it; 
to hear that our Souls may live ; to be built up 
in our miſt Holy Faith ; to be kept in the Love 
of God; if theſe Things are matter of Mo- 
ment with us? let us ſeek the Man whoſe 
Picture 'CurrsrIaN ſaw : the Man appoint- 
ed hy the Lord of the Place to be our 


Quide in Difficulties. Will the Man of 


oppoſite Character, tell us where toy from 


ite Wrath to come? Will he tell us of the 
Wicker Gare? Will he ſhew us the STN- 
mx Licnr as our Guide? Will he pull us 


out of the SLougcn of DeseonD? Will he 


fetch us away from the Bugxins Movux- 

AAN; 2 Alas! No: from ſuch then turn away, 
EE hb remember who has ſaid, 7 ake beed wp and 
bat ye hear. 


From the Picture of the M inifter; wa us 


proceed to thè Emblem of the Miniſtry, 


Which points out its diſtinct, principal, or 


| foundation _ and inſtructs us in the 
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Uſe we ſhould make of them in Hearing. 
The Preaching of the Law has its Uſe, in 
ſnewing what is Sin; in declaring the 
Wrath of God againſt it; and thereby de- 
ſtroying the Sinner's falſe Peace, and falſe 
Hopes. But all beyond this Effect, is En- 
mity and Horror, for {he Law worketh 
Wraith, and Tranſgreſſion abounds by Means of 
the Commandment. ' Do you aſk how this is? 
One who has felt it, can deſcribe it with- 
out Difficulty. | 

Let us make a Similitude. A Man is 
convicted 1 in his Mind, that he has baſely 
affronted and injured another ; he is told, 
and his own Heart believes it true, that 
the offended Party highly reſents, and has 
Power to make his Reſentments to be ſe- 
verely felt, What are the Diſpoſitions of 
the Man in this Caſe? they are Hatred, 
they are Hoſtile, they are diſpoſed to every 
Thing that may thwart the offended Party” 
ſtill more: this is natural. But ſhould 
he offended Party come forward with Diſ- 
poſitions of Peace inſtead of Wrath, and 
onfer Benefits inſtead of taking Vengeance; 
ad as Mankind are by Nature, there are 
tew Hearts that would not be melted by {uch © 
Conduct, at leaſt for the preſent Moment. 


The 
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The Word of Truth has taught us, this 
is the Way to conquer our Enemies: the 
Preaching of the Goſpel is ſimilar to this 
in its Effects: it holds forth Peace and 
Reconcilation to the Sinner through the 
Blood of CuRISTH: ſets before him forgive. 

- neſs of Sin, and the Gift of eternal Life : and 
aſſures him of the good Will and Kindneſs 


of Gop - towards him—this deſtroys the 
Enmity cauſed by the Law of Command. 
ment, and conciliates the Sinner's Affection; I 
to the Service of Gop—this Change is na- ; 
tural and rational, according to the Order ; 
of Cauſe and Effect; but it is the Grace 1 

wed 2 makes it permanent and ſaving, 
n Love that makes our chearful Feet . "Fil 
* ,. * In ſwift Obedience move: O44 hi 
The Devils know, and tremble too: th 
Hut Satan cannot love.“ IN 
I} Let us, my dear SynTYcus, make a wie © 
Pe of both theſe Parts of the public Mi f 
85 niſtty, by hearing them with Diſcretion. wr 
Turn not away from hearing the Lay, lit 
as if it was an Enemy: It will be you} 4 
Friend, if you % it lawfully : it will re. 2 
mind you of what you was: it will tell yo 2 


what) you are, and what ou ſhould be. It 


Lo 
21 
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1s the Law, in doing this; to allude to our 
he Author's Metaphor, ſhould raiſe a Duſt 
ul in the Parlour of the Heart; you may de- 
nd pend upon it, that it wants ſweeping : have 
ne recourſe to the Blood of ſprinkling; that it 


may be ſwept and cleanſed with Pleaſure. 
Hearken to the Goſpel, not as an Opiate 


J to ſtill the Irritation of Conviction by the 

"MF Law, but as the Source of your Sandtifica- 
d- tion, coming with its ſweet and precious 
Ong 


Influence, to diſpoſe your Heart to have 
* Reſpect to all Gop's Commandments; thus 
rightly, dividing, and ſuitably applying both 
Las and Goſpel, you will profit by both. 

"St Let your Converſation be without Covetonf- 
_ neſs, and be content with ſuch Things as ye 
have: for he hath ſaid, I will never leave 
thee nor forſake thee. What a profitable 
Exhortation, and what a ſweet Promiſe to 
enforce it! Will Gop never leave nor for- 
Mil {ke us? we ought then to be content wit 
what he gives us now, though it be but 


"WY little : the heavenly Inheritance will make 
AV, | . ö 
2 amends for all. Promiſes ate made to 


encourage Faith; and we walk by Faith, and 
not by Sight. Now among the Trials Faith -_ 
meets with, are, diſtreſſing Providence 
and diſcouraging Proſpects as to the Things 
Fs | P 


ö 
of this Life; theſe ſeem peculiarly deſign- 
ed to exerciſe our Patience. The Chil- 
dren of God, would be glad to have good 
Things now, and could reliſh them as 
well as others do; but their heavenly Fa- 
ther ſees fit to deny moſt of them this In- 
dulgence: for what Reaſons we will not 
now conſider :, but it is a Mark of heaven- 
ly Wiſdom to be patient under Sufferings 
and Trials, and wait for our good Things 
till the Lord Hall be revealed from Heaven. 
In your Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls, is the 
Advice of Jesus. Howſublime in Wiſdom ! 
| how extenſive in Meaning! Mr. Buxyax, 
however has aptly expreſſed its Import, by 
us, ſhewing a Child fitting quietly in his 
Chair, becauſe his Governor would have 
him wait till the Beginning of next Year 
for his beſt Things. 
This is deſcribing Matters as they ought 
to be, not as they moſt frequently are. 
Fotmerly indeed it was ſaid, Me loo not at 
the Things which are ſeen, but at thoſe Thing s 
which are not ſeen ; for the Thitgs which 
are ſeen, are temporal, but the Things which 
"are not ſeen, are eternal. Alas l how dif- 
ferent the Caſe of many Profeſſors now 
they would not indced have all their Por- 
tion in this W but they are exceeding 
| wretched, 
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l becauſe they have ſo little. Far 
from poſſeſſing their Souls in Patience ; they 
loſe the Government of their Temper, 
through the Adverſities of Providence : 
they dare not indeed, directly quarrel with 
Gov, but fall dreadfully foul of Perſons, 
and Things, which, as ſecond Cauſes, have 
produced their Difficulties. I cannot con- 
ſider ſuch a Diſpoſition, but as blamable, 
as well as unhappy; and the Conduct re. 
ſulting from it, in a Meaſure ſinful. Right 
is right, and wrong is wrong, undoubtedly ; 
and we cannot help ſpeaking of Things as 
we know them to be: but a Chriſtian 
ſhould look above, to a ſuperior directing 
Hand. Gop will take from us what he 
pleaſes, and our Duty is to bleſs a taking. 
as well as a giving Gov. 

You, dear SYNTYCHE, are as yet young, | 
and probably have much of Life before 
you; what your Lot will be as to Tempo- - 
rals, Gop has hid with himſelf. My Wiſh 
and Prayer for you is, that you learn to 
exerciſe Chriſtian Patience: If your Pit- 
tance of worldly good is ſmall, remember 
what is laid up for you in Heaven. Be quiet, 
and hope for the Lok. | 

The worſt, Lot of God's Poole. is ink. 
nitely better chan the beſt Lot of the Men of 
. this 
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this World, becauſe of the Reverſion of 
each. The Chriſtian has his evil Things 
in this Life, and ſhall be comforted here- 
after; the worldly Man has his good Things 
now, and his Evil hereafter. As hereafter 
will be eternal, it needs no great Sagacity 
to determine, which has the beſt Lot in 
the preſent World; Poverty, with the 
Proſpe& of eternal Riches, or Riches, 
with the Proſpect of eternal Poverty. _ 
But Men of the World are properly re- 


| preſented, by Passlox, for their Paſſions 
only govern them: they will have their good 
Things now, or they are much diſcontented 
and fretful: nay, they neglectjevery Concern, 
baut that of getting their Portion into their | 
on Hands: yea, there be ſome Who will t 
ah have it, Whatever unlawful anFungodly tl 
Means they Make uſe of to get it; and h 
HKaugh at thoſe fimple honeſt Minds, who re 
| chogſe a different Conduct. Well, let em d 
alone and let not Chriſtians be like them F 
in an Meaſure, for Gop laughs at them, for hi 
Fools; for be Jees that their Day is coming. L 
: 1; 


Though I believe, my dear Friend, 5 
1 have gone with you as far as the Simily 


f VIII carry. us; I will beg your Compan y 
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will not think i is quite foreign to the Sub 

: it is to thoſe Motives to Patience 
which do'not riſe immediately out of the 
Hope of eternal Life, though connected 
with it. May the Gop of Patience grant 
they may have their full Effect upon your 
Heart and mine. 

The Covenant. of Grace which ſecures 
our ſpiritual Bleſſings, contains alſo our 
temporal. Mercies; and the Promiſe verily 
thou ſalt be fed, is as firmly ratified by 
the Blood of CRIST, as that in which he 
ſays, I give unto them eternal Life, and they 
Hall never periſh, neither ſhall any. Pluck 
them out of my Hand. It is on this Ground 
our Saviour reaſons, when he conſiders. 
the Fowls of the Air, as fed of Gop ; and 


the Graſs of the Field, as clothed by Gop; 


that he will much more feed. and clothe : 
his own Children: nothing is more clearly : 
revealed in Scripture, than... Gov's .brovi- 
dential Care of his People. 

Perhaps it is to place his tender Gas of - 
bis Saints, in the moſt conſpicuous Point of 
View, and in a Point of View diſtinct from 
his general Providence, that he has ſo ma- 
ny poor among them. I do not mean 
N in the Wer Senſe of the Word, but 
C3 Perſons 
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E 
Perſons who live as we ſay from Hand to 
Mouth; who, being deſtitute of perma- 
nent Reſources, gather their precarious 
Bread under the Wing of his Providence. 
Gop has choſen the Poor of this World to. be 
rich in Faith. The poor and the afflicted 
People are to Truſt in the Name of the Lokp : 
and why? if it be not that his tender Care 
of them may be manifeſted ? why muſt 
they truſt him more than others, if they 
have not a peculiar Right, and Intereſt, in 
him for worldly Things? This Right to 
his Care this Dependance upon him— 
this Appearance of Gop in anſwer to his 
Promiſes—would not be apparent, were 
they not placed in Situations to render theſe 
1 viſible. 
Sov's People are taught to pray for 
daily Bread : To be careful for Nothing, but 
iu every Thing to make their Requeſt known by 
Prayer and Supplication with Thanksgiving, 
Ta compel them to this Duty, and that the 
Trial of their Faith may work Patience ; the 
Loky brings them into Situations, where 
the common i Reſou rces of Providence ſeem 
to be cut off; there he diſplays his Faith- 
fulneſs and Truth: they cry to him, and 
he delivers them Ia” their Diſtreffes. 
Their 
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Their Faith may be ſorely tried, and even 
fo ſhaken as to be ready to ſay with the 
impious King of Iſrael, This Evil is of the 
Lorp, What? ſhould I wait for the LorD 
any longer? Nevertheleſs, the Lorp will 
make them wait for him, and wait upon. 
him; and in his own Time and Way de- 
liver them. 

Gop himſelf has amply proved this, if 
we credit the ſacred Records; by working 


Miracles, where the ordinary Courſe of 


Things did not afford Reſources to his Ser- 
vants. Elijah flies into the Wilderneſs 


from the Wrath of Ahab, and dwells by 
the Brook Cherith: and, ſtrange to tell, 
as the Means of procuring Bread was cut 


off; his Logp ſent Ravens to him, with 
Bread and Fleſh, Morning and Evening. Are 
we fond of the Marvellous? What can be 
more ſo than this? Voracious Birds to bring 
Food to a hungry Prophet; but Ravens are 
Jenovan's Servants, and he who hears 
them when they. cry, and gives them their 
Food, makes them the . of his 
Care for Elijah. 


The Prophet drank of the Brook. While 


ordinary Means will do, there is no Need 
of more Miracles; but at laſt, the Brook is 
1 2 dried ö 
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dried up for want of Rain. Go, ſays the 
Lord, to Zarephath, Behold I have com- 
manded a Widow Io ſuſtain thee. Was this 
Woman rich ? Was her Houſe ſtored with 
Plenty? Alas! ſhe was gathering a few 
Sticks, to bake the laſt Morſel ſhe had, 
and without any other Proſpect than after- 
wards to famiſh with Hunger. What Pe- 
nury and deep Diſtreſs ! to an Eye of Senſe, 
what an irretrievable Degree of Poverty; 
but Gop's Servants ſhall not ſtarve: For 
ihns ſaith-tbe Loxp Gov of 1/rael, the Bar- 
rel of Meal ſhall not waſte, neither ball the 
| Cruiſe of Oil fail, until the Day that the Loxp 


 fendeth Rain upon the Earth. 
Not only ſtrait Circumſtances, but Debt 


may afflict the Children of Gop. A Wo- 
man cried to Eliſha, My Huſband is dead, 
und the Creditor is come to take: my two Sons 
for Bondmen. What haſt thou? fays the Pro- 
phet. Net any Thing, ſave one Pot of Oil, 
faid: ſhe. Poor Woman! a very ſmall 
Trifle indeed to pay a large Debt, which 
required thy two Sons for Bondmen ; but 
i any Thing 100 bard for the Lord? Go, 
- Hays Eliſha, borrow empty Veſſels, not a few, 
and pour out into all thoſe Veſſels, and ſet by 
what which: or full. What did Gop _—_ 
7 . 4 W 
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the Debt was paid—the Family: was lugs 
ported. 

Pardon, my SYNTYCHE, this Digreſiige 
now releaſe you. If it be the Will of 
Gon to bring us under trying Providences ; 
may we remember that tbe LogD's Arm i- 
not. Horiened, nor his Ear heavy : May we 
boge, and Nn wait for bim: So prays thy 


'ANDRONIC us. 


LETTER V. 


TI we, my dear Friend; from: Pra- 
vidence to Grace, and ſee the right 
Hand of Jenovan cxalted in his wonderful 
Works: the Preſervation of the Heart in 
the Fear of God, notwithſtanding . its in- 
bred Corruption, and the On of 
the Devi. | 
To throw Water upon Fire, is. the oft 


effectual Mode of extinguiſhing it: this 


ariſes from the direct Oppoſition there is 
in : theſe two Elements : fo ſoon then as the 
| C 5 | Power 


N 

Power of the Water exceeds that of the 
Fire, the Fire quickly becomes extinct, 
Grace and Sin, are as oppoſite in their Na- 
_ tures as Fire and Water, they cannot 
coaleſce ; but whenever they come into con- 
tact, one . muſt prevail, and the other die. 
Cunxlsriax faw one caſting much Water 

upon the Fire to quench it, but the Fire 
did burn higher and hotter: this Effect, 
ſeemingly contrary to Nature, puzzled 
CuRISTIAN, till he was led behind the 
Wall, where was a Man caſting Oil, ſecret- 
ly, into the Fire, which deſtroyed the Ef- 
fect of the Water and encreaſed the Strength 
of the Flame. 

The InTzxPRETER has told us, both who 
the Deſtroyer and the Renovator are, and 
the Means they each of them uſe : Satan, 
the Enemy of our Salvation, ſpares no 
Pains, to extinguiſh the Flame of Religion 
in the Heart: he ſo ſuits, and adapts his 
| Temptations, to our depraved Affections, 
and ſo inceſſantly plys them, that every 


5 SL gracious Diſpoſition muſt periſh ; did not 


oy the Saviouk of Sinners, as inceſſantly, 


counteract him by freſh Supplies. of Grace. 
© _ Temptation is the Lot of every Saint: 
| and the 68 . and F aithfulneſ; $ 

| of 


1 LW was oo 


— 


uid ou 


Av RG = WoW 


RM > oo) 


[ 59 ] 
of Gop towards them, and their Fidelity 


to him, are much more ſignally diſplayed, 
by their being ſupported under, and brought 


through various Temptations ; than they 


could be without "Temptations. The Lox p 
ſometimes cauſes his People to carry it with 
a high Hand, againſt the Aſſaults of Hell 
and Sin: they are ſtrong in the Lorp, and 
in the Power of his might. But ſometimes 
Temptations prevail, Sin abounds, and 


\Grace - apparently dies away. But does it 


die? No: it ſtruggles for 1 and revives 
again. 

Now in both Caſes, the ſtrong and the 
weak State of Religion in the Heart, the 
Operations of Grace are ſecret, though the 
Means are viſible: Elſe why are not thoſe 
Means always alike, ſucceſsful? and who 
can Account for the Word, Meditation, 
and Prayer, not always producing the 
ſame Effect? if we do not refer their Effi- 
cacy to the ſecret Influence of him who 


| ſtood: behind the Wall? Shall I be told, 


that the different Degree of Effect, in the 
ſame Means of Grace, ariſes from the Sub- 


ject of theſe Means being differently dif. 


poſed at different Times? I aſk, from what 


Cauſe 1 this Difference, if not from the 


% 


” 
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„„ 
Diſpoſitions of the Mind being ſometimes 
damped by Sin, at ties Times enlivened 
bu Grace? | 

-The Influences of Divine Grace operate 
ſecretly : perhaps, that Satan may be the 
more diſappointed and confounded : and 
to convince the Believer, that his Gop is 
as near to, and careful of him, when he is 
crying, Ii hy fRandeft thou afar offi O God? 
Why bideſt thou thy Face © as when he ſings, 
Toe Lord it my Light and my Salvation, 
aobom ſhall: I far? 

Let us, SYNTYCHE, improve this Sub- 
ject: Grace is the Lorp's, and he dil- 
penſes it in Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Duty 
is ours: our Maſter Commands us to 
.evatch and pray, that we: enter not inlo Temp- 
lalion: let us do ſo in Faith, holding faſt the 


our Hope, fleadfaſt to the End. What though 
the Saviour: ſometimes: ſtands behind our 
all, and our Senſibilities do not perceive 
him? his Love and Grace are ſtill the 


fame for though his ſenſible Preſence is 


neceſſary for our Comfort it is not ſo for 


our Salvation. 

Me learn from the ſtately Palace, with 

its Ta nn the Entrance of 
* * 
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ES 


which was guarded by armed Men, deter- 


mined to do what Hurt and Miſchief they 
could to the Men that would enter; that, 
there is a Heaven of Glory for all thoſe, 
who think it worth their attaining : that 
there are alſo: ſome, who are ſuch deter- 
mined Enemies to Gop and his Cauſe, that 


they will neither enter into the Kingdom of 


God ſbemſel ves, nor ſuffer others, if they can 
prevent them. Thus, when Paul and Silas, 
were at Philippi, labouring in the Service 
of their Maſter, tbe Mullilude roſe up toge- 
ther againſt them, and the Magiſtrates, and 
rent their Clotbs, and beat them. Satan play- 
ed the ſame Game in Mr. Buxyan's Days: 


the Sword, of the Magiſtrate, and the Vio- 


lence of the Mob, were employed by him, 


to deter Men from the Profeſſionof CRIST. 
Bleſſed be his Name who ruleth in the 
Heavens, that he has ſaid to his Enemies, 


Be ſtill, and know that I am GoD: I will be 
exalted in the Earth. For believe me; 
Friend, but for his ordering of Matters, 


there. are, eveñ in . theſe peaceable Days, 


thoſe who would act the ſame Part. 


Crouds preſſed towards the Door, de- 


e to enter, but ſtarted back for Fear of 
10 armed Men. Many would be glad of 
=% the 
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the Crown, but are frightened at the 
| CRross. Was the Sword of Perſecution to 
be unſheathed again, alas! what an Altera- 
tion would it make in the Appearance of 
the preſent religious World? but God's 
Cauſe ever did, and ever muſt ſubſiſt, a 
few now, as well as then, would nobly 
dare to give in their Names to CHRIST, and 
with the Hope of Salvation for an Helmet, 


and 7he Sword of the Spirit in their Hands, 


force their Way through all Oppoſition, 
 feabling' the, good Fight of Faith, that _— 
might lay hold on eternal Life. 


Thouph public Perſecution has ceaſed, 
there are ſome, I doubt not, who meet 


with Oppoſition in a private Way. A Man's 
Faoes\may be thoſe of his oton Houſehold. It 
ſtill remains as true as ever, that zbrovgh 


much ap 2c we muſt enter the Kingdom of 
Gov. It is the appointed Way, and if we 


have it not by one Means, we ſhall by ano- 


” "ther: the Powers of Darkneſs will oppoſe 
4] | our Paſſage, Fleſh and Blood, Principalities 
Aud Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
ibis World, ſpiritual Wickedneſs in bigh Places, 


all are againſt us: We have given in our 
Names, by aſſuming a Profeſſion of Curr, 


N r be branded eternally for 1 


1 
and unbelieving, if we do not fight our Way 
through. 


« Stand then in his great Might, 
With all his Strength endu'd: 

* And take, to Arm you for the Fight, 
„The Panoply of Gop : 

That having all Things done, 
And all your Dangers paſt, 

« Ye may o'ercome through CHRIST alone, 
And ſtand entire at laſt.” 


What an awful, what a ſolemn Scene 
enſues! the DARK-ROOM, and the Man in 
the IRoN-CAGcE, are powerful Calls to Watch- 
fulneſs and Prayer. Hearken to the Ac- 
count this Man gives of himſelf: he was 
once a fair and flouriſhing Profeſſor, both 
in his own Eyes, and the Eyes of others: 
thought himſelf going to Heaven, and had 

Joy at the Thoughts of getting thither: 
but was now ſhut up in deep Deſpair. Oh, 
let us Fear, left we ſeem to come fhort f the © 
Promiſe, * Good Gov! what Changes may 
take place before we die l but how may | 
ſuch an awful Change take place? alas! 
may the Lorp put bis Fear in our Hearts, 
that wwe may not depart from him: May we 
watch againſt all Declenſions from the 
Ways of 5 leſt our Hearts be bardened 

5 through | 


[ 6] 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and Gop 
nut us up for our Folly in the ſad Reflec- 
tions of our own Guilt. ; 


| « The keen Vibration of bright Truth i is Hell.” 
Luſts, Pleaſures, and Profits of the World, 


ing! we know the Beginning of Sin, but 

God only knows the End of it. 
Is there no Hope for ſuch? to themſelves 
there ſeems to be none. The Language of 
the Man in the Cact intimates the Judg- 
| ment a Perſon in ſuch a Condition forms 
of his on State: - eſpecially ſuch as have 
. / imbibed- that comfortleſs Doctrine, that 
Siaoul-tormenting Lie, of the Day of Grace 
being paſt before the Day of ife : We 
|” _ know, however, that Gop can bea! Back- 
Viders, and love them freely : nevertheleſs he 
may ſhut them up in this Cao for a long 
Time, as a Puniſhment to themſelves, and 
Q a Warning to others. Let us then be 
: watchful againſt a backſliding Heart, leſt 
"we I we find it a fearful Thing to fall into the 

| Hands of the living Gop. 

While zwe take Warning, let us Ne care- 
ful of reading Judgments where Gop has 
not wrote them. _Awiul Deſpair is not 


.always 


* +» £ . | 
N © . * 
* 


what Miſchiefs are ye capable of produc- 


'@ 


— 
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t & 1 
always the Conſequence of Guilt and Back- 
fliding. I have known ſome to ſpeak the 
Language of this Man, who were not guil- 
ty of Declenſion-from the Ways of Go: 


- lowneſs of Spirits ariſing from bodily Diſ- 


order, great Temptations, and great Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience concerning Sin, have 
made them for-a Seaſon, think their Caſe to 
be deſperate, and they have accordingly 
refuſed all Comfort: but the Lord has at- 
terward brought them out of Priſon and 
made them to rejoice. . 

The laſt Scene was awful, yet as we 
have ſhewn, not hopeleſs: but ſhould that 
be realized in us, which the Man DREAMED 
was his Caſe, it will indeed be awful and 
hopeleſs too: for the Day of Judgment to 
come, and we not be ready; how ſhall we 
ſtand the Terrors of that Day? The Lord 
ſhall be revealed from Heaven, in all that 
dreadful Pomp and Majeſty which the 
Scriptures have mentioned: let us then an- 
ticipate the Time, and remember the Ac- 
count we have to give. How ſhall we feel, 
to ſee the Angels gather up the Elect, and 
leave us behind for the Pit to open its 
Mouth near us - for our Conſciences to af- 
flict us — for the Judge, with indignant 
„ to fix his Eye upon us :—Oh 


bt! 


FS, 
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Gop ! tlie Idea is inſupportable! what then 
will the Reality be? may a frequent Me- 
ditation of the Solemnity and Certainty of 
that Day induce us 10 labour, that we may be 
accepted of our Judge: that this may be the 
Lot of SynTycat and himſelf; is the 
prayer of | 

ANDRONICUS. 


_—_— 


LETTER VI. 


PUPRESSED with Hope and Fear, exch 
of which have their proper Uſe in a 
Chriſtian's Experience ; let us attend our 
Pilgrim in his Way: and may the Cou- 
rok rER be always with us, to guide us right. 

When our Hearts are penetrated by Di- 
vine Truths, we endeavour to rum the Way 
of Gow's Commandments, yet, while Sin 

hangs heavy on the Soul, it will be with 


dome Difficulty: but when God enlarges 
ße Heart, we run without Warinsfs ond 


5 walk without fainting. 

Salvation will GoD appornt for Walls 5 
enen Whether therefore, we hold on 
our Way, with Wearineſs, or Alacrity, the 
Loxd is our Defence on the Right * | 


r 


| * being made e 15. 


ee eo 
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* 1 


and on the Left, and the Belief of this 


excites and encourages to Perſeverance. 
Lord, 1 have hoped for thy Salvation, and 
have done thy Commandments. 

The Way of Salvation by Jesus Cuklsr, 
brings us to his Croſs and Sepulchre, 
where Guilt is removed and Sin buried, 
The Croſs is the Chriſtian's Glory; becauſe 
it is the Power of Gob, and the Wiſdom of 
Gop to his Salvation: by looking here, the 


| heavieſt Burden is removed everlaſtingly 


out of Sight; for Faith, though like a 
Grain, removes Mountains : this Sight 
gives a merry Heart with a weeping Eye, 
We rejoice, and ſing, He loved me: be gave 
himſelf for me: yet while we lool upon bim 


| whom Wwe bave pierced, we mourn with 


Meltings of Heart for him. What is there 
in this Sight to produce ſuch wonderful 
Effects? What does it ſhew us? That the 
Logo laid upon bim the Iniquity of us a. 
that he was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, 
and bruiſed for our Tniquities - the Chaſtiſe- 


ment of our Peace was upon him, and by bis 


Stripes we were bealed: he gave himſelf for | 


our Sins—be put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 


bimſelf—be redeemed us from the Curſe of the 


- a7. 
* 
3 
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And was the Ranſom paid? it was: And paid © 
* (What can exalt the Bounty more?) for T. 
The Sun beheld it—No, the ſhocking Scene 


« Drove back his Chariot: Midnight veil'd his Face. 


«& Sun! didfi thou fly thy Maker's Pain? or ſtart 


% At that enormous Load of human Guilt, [Croſs 3 


© Which bow'd his bleſſed Head; o'erwhelm'd his 


Made groan the Centre, burſt Earth's marble Womb, 


& With Pangs, ſtrange Pangs! delivered of her Dead! 

Hell howl'd and Heaven that Hour let fall a Tear: 
Heaven wept, that Man might ſmile : Heaven bled 
% Might never die | [that Man 
For Guilt, not Innocence, his Life he n 

« *Tis Guilt alone can juſtify his Death: 

Nor that unlefs his Death can juſtify - 

1 Relenting Guilt, in Heaven's indulgent Sight. 

* If ſick of Folly, I relent; he writes þ 

« My Name in Heaven, with that inverted Spear 

oc A Spear deep dipp'd in Blood] which pierc'd his 


And open'd there a Fount forall Mankind [Side, 


Who ſtri ve, who combat Crimes, to drink and live: 
« This, only this ſubdues the Fear of Deatn. 
And what is zbi#?—Suryey the wondrous Care 
„ And at each Step let higher Wondets riſe : 5 | 


. Pardon for infinite Offence ! and Pardon 1 


Thro' Means that ſpeaks its Value infinite 

A Pardon bought with Blood ! with Blood be 

« With Blood Divine of him I made my Foe ! 

« Perfiſted to provoke! tho' wop'd and aw d, 0 
Bleſt, and chaſtis d, a flagrant Rebel ſtill — 


„ A Rebel, midſt the Thunders of his Throne! 


Nor I alone! a Rebel Univerſe 
„My Species up in Arms! not one exempt ! 


Vet for the Fouleſt of the foul, he dies, 
bo OR Joy'd, for the Rodeeny's from deepeſt Guilt! 
ak bt 9 
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Ohl my SynTrcux, what a Song is this 
for the Houſe of our Pilgrimage ! we have 
often, and ſhall again,” if our Journey be 
long, hang our Harps upon the Willows : 
but at Times, through Mercy, it will be 
our Song: and when we get above, we 
ſhall join the grand Chorus, Worthy is the 
Lamb who was ſlain, who hath redeemed us 
to Gop by bis Blood. © 

From this Squrce ariſes thoſe capital 
. Privileges repreſented by the three ſbin- 
ing Ones; Redemption throagh his Blood, 
even the Forgiveneſs of Sins. Acceptance 
in his Righteouſneſs, which is unto all, and 
upon all who believe—The Sealing of the Holy 
Spirit of GoD, which is the Earneſt of our 
Inheritance, and therefore to be delivered 
in as our CERTIFICATE, at the CELESTIAL 
Garz. May we be tenderly wa:chful and 
careful that we-grieve not the Holy Spirit f 
Gop, by which we are ſealed unto the Day 
of Redemption. This Pledge of Divine 


Love preſcrved, our Intereſt in the others 


will be apparent; when this is clouded, 
they become doutifal. 73. 
Under a Profeſſion of Religion, we meet 
with many Characters that are not Chrif-. 
tian Characters; bat are a Grief and Con- 
. | cern 
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cern to the Godly: CnRTsTIAx ſees three 
Men they were a little out of the Way 
they were faſt aſleep they had Fetters on 
their Heels.“ Their Names, S1MPLE, SLOTH, 
and PRS UM TION, Names deſcriptive of 
their Properties, as loving Darkneſs rather 
than Light becauſe their Deeds were evil. A 
Contentedneſs in groſs Ignorance, an In- 
dolence which ſmothers all Conviction, and 
a carnal Security which hardens againſt 
Reproof, have been the Ruin of many. 
Alas! how do theſe Characters abound, 
even where. the | Goſpel is preached ! but 
what is their Danger? why, they are out 
of the Way, and though but a little, they 
are out of it. If the Way means a ſerious 
and decent Profeſſion of Religion, as I 
ſuppoſe it does; none who are deſtitute of 
, this, can have a Grain of that. Again, 
_ they are aſleep, deſtitute of all proper Con- 
Cern about their State: how then can they 
fly from the Wrath to come ? they have Fet- 
ters upon their Heels, they are © tied and 
bound with the Chains of their Sins,” 
which is, the Badge of their Condemnation, 
and the Prevention of their Eſcape. * 
Every Endeavour to awaken, and deli- 


ver theſe wretched ones, is the Duty, and 
by. 2 will 


x 


| ” 
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will be the Practice of thoſe who know the 


Worth of Souls; but alas! how often in 
vain? Well, my dear Friend, let them 
teach us to keep in the Way, and to walk 
in it with Watchfulneſs, Diligence, and 
godly Fear. 

Formaliſts and Hypocrites are claſſed 
together, becauſe, though they differ in 
their Principles, their Practice is the ſame. 
The Former 1s a Self-deceiver, becauſe he 
thinks Gop is as well pleaſed with his At- 


tention to Forms of Religion, as he is him- 


ſelf: the Latter deceives .others, by pre- 
tending to be what he knows in his own 
Heart he is not. Vainglory is the Motive 
of both, to be praiſed. Now the Similarity 
of their Conduct is, their both aſſuming a 
Profeſſion of Religion according to their 
own Fancy, and not by the Rule. of the 
Word; they Leap the Fence, inſtead of 
coming in at the Gate; they preſume upon 
their own Sagacity to carry them through 
their Undertaking ; and being equally ig- 
norant of what conſtitutes a real Chriſtian, 
they. treat his Experience as the Effect of 
Enthuſiaſm, In one Thing more they 
agree, which is, to quit the right Way as 
ſoon as it becomes inconvenient to them 


o 
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to continue in it; though they differ in'the 
Choice of their particular Paths. 
The Hill which the Pilgrim came 
to was ſteep and high. The narrow Way 
lay right up the Hill, and was called 
Dirriculry: two Ways branched off at 
the Bottom, which ſeemed as if they wound 
round the Hill to meet the_ ſtrait Path on 
the. other Side: the one was named Dax- 
GER, and the other DesTRUCTION ; here 
FoRMALIsT and Hyeockisy agreeing to 
leave the right Way of the Lok, each 
chooſe their own Deluſions. | 
' FoRMALIST takes the Path called Dax- 


. "GER, which led him into a great Wood, 


where we muſt leaye him, if peradventure 
Mercy may find him: becauſe FoxMaLirty, 
though a dangerous State; yet, as It is 
founded in Miſtakes which may conſiſt 
with a Degree of Honeſty and Well-mean- 
ing; appears to be a recoverable State: 
the Lord may open their Eyes to the In- 
fufficiency of outward Forms, and his 
SGrace may deliver them from the Bewil- 
derings of human Inventions: but let us 

not forget that ann in Religion | is 


"0 Egan 
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- HyeoGRIsy takes the Path to Ds TrRUo- 
TION, which leads him into a wide Field 
full of dark Mountains, where he ſtumbled, 
fell, and roſe no MORE: the Hope of the Hy- 
pocrite ſhall perijh ; their Inſincerity often 
bewilders them in this World ; they are 
entangled in their own Net, detected, -and 
manifeſted ; and ſo expoſed to the Con- 
tempt, even of the Ungodly, that they are 
obliged to drop the Maſk of Religion, to 
avoid continued Infamy : when this is not 
the Caſe, they carry on the Farce to the 
End; ibe Day fhall declare them. 

I do not recolle&, SyxTvYcns, that in 
all the Scriptures there is one Inſtance on 
Record, of the Converſion of a HyyockriTe. 
It ſeems to me, as if HyeocrIsy, when 


the leading Character, baffled even the 


Power of Grace, and that the Word could 
not penetrate a diſhoneſt Heart. How aw- 
ful! how truly awful and tremendous, thaſe 
Words of Jesus, after he had expoſed this 
vile Abomination in the Phariſees ! O Gehe. 


. ration of Vipers! How can ye efſeape the” 


Danmation of Hell ? | 
 Hyeockrsy is an Attempt to deceive 


others, either by a verbal, .or practical Lie, 


or both: yet every Degree of it does not 
| 2 con- 


— 


I 9] 


conſtitute a Hy por. A Vice muſt be 
habitual and permanent to conſtitute a 
Character. Good Men, by the -Scripture 
Account, have, through Weakneſs, Fear, 
or Temptation, diſſembled ; but they were 
no Hypocrites. The Character our Au- 
thor 1s mentioning, is pretty plainly mark- 
ed and diſtin from theſe. 
May the good Loxp, keep us in the 

Power, as well as Form of Godline/s, may | 
we be ſincere and without Rebuke until the Day t 
of CuriIsT, prays thy ] 

| | 
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LET T ER VII. 

As it was impoſſible for CHRISTIAN to 
ny A hold Fellowſhip with FonMALTST and 
Hyyock1sy, he kept on before them, of- 
ten reading in his Rol L by which he was 
| — refreſhed : to teach us that good Men con- 
F _  demn by their Example, as well as. by 
their Teſtimony, the Ways of Tranfgrel- 


ſors; ; and when 18 cannot enjoy edifying 
Converlc 


_ 
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Converſe with others, it is their Wiſdom. 
to Commune with their own Hearts, and for 
their Spirits io make diligent Search; to ex- 
amine their Evidences, and fee wherein 
Grace has made them to difter from others: 
this, though it may cauſe ſome Sighs to 
burſt from their Hearts, will; upon the 
Whole, be a Comfort and Refreſhment. 
Uphill Work, they ſay, is hard Work; 
but this is the Way a Chriftian muſt go to 
the Kingdom of Gop, even up the Hill 
Drrricurrr. Whether Mr. Bunyan de- 


| ſigned to figure out any particular Species 


of Trial, I know not; but am anclined to 
think he meant this general Inftruction, 
that the Way of a Believer is ſometimes at- 
tended with Difficulties, which try his 
Strength to his utmoſt Exertion. ChRIS“ 
TAN fell from running to going, and from 
going to clambering upon his Hands and 
Knees, becauſe of the Steepneſs of the 
Place; hence the Propriety of that Ex- 
hortation, Be not flothful, but Followers of 
tbem, who through Faith and Patience inherit : 
the Promiſes. | 
Mark, my dear Friend, the tender Mer- 
cy of the LokD: as no Man goeth a Warfare 
at his own Charges, ſo the Lex, when he 
"P | 'D2 calls 


. 


1 
calls us to Difficulties and Labours, grants 
more than ordinary Supplies of his Spirit 
and Grace. He that hath Mercy on them 
Jhall lead them, even by the Springs of Water 
ſhall he guide them. ' CHRISTIAN: takes a 
refreſhing Draught before he begins to 
climb the Hill: be Foy of the Lokb is his 
_ Strength, and he goes up the Hill ſinging. 
Let us ſing too, my- fellow Traveller, as 
having taſted of the lame Spring : 
0 80 when my Spirit drinks her al, 
At ſome good Word of thine: 


Not mighty Men that ſhare the Spell, 
«* Have Joys compar'd to mine. 


In the Midſt of Trials and Difficulties, 
the Loxp does not forget his People. 
About the Midway to the Top of the Hill, 
was a pleaſant Arboer,, made by the Lonb 
of the Hill, for the Refreſhing of weary Pt 

- + Travellers: there CHRISTIAN ſat down to D 
reſt him. The Logd is 4 Shelter from the 
| (+ Heat, as well as 4 Covert from the Storm: 1 30 
ill be, ſays he, a little Sanctuary to them, n 
in all Places whither I ſhall lead them. The 
Remembrance of his dying Love, and liv- 

N ing Care, is a ſweet Refreſhment in the 
Hour of Wearineſs, and the Thought of 
5 what he will do, makes 1 Afflictions 
ſeem licht. . * Whoſs 
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Whoſo after Reſt enquires ? 

Let him to CurrsT's Blood approach: 

50 Whoſo erfect Peace defires ? 

%% T:svs* Blood affordeth ſuch. 

« Here, my Soul, fit down, 

« 'Truſting in his Blood: and prove 
„ What the Lob for thee hath 2. 

« Fathom, if thou canſt, his Love.“ 


How pleaſant is it, under a Senſe of the 
Love of CuRIST, to examine our Intereſt 
in him, and our Title to his Glory. So 
CuR1sTIAN did: he pulled his Roll L out of 
his Boſom, and read therein to his Com- 
fort; he alſo reviewed his CoaT that was 
given him at the CRoss. When, ſtrange 
to tell, while thus pleaſing himſelf, he be- 
gan to flumber, and at laſt fell faſt aſleep, 
till it was almoſt Night; and in his ſleep, 
his RoLL dropped out of his Hand. | 

Who could have ſuſpected ſuch an Ac- 
cident in fuch a Place, and in ſuch an Em- 
ployment. Alas! my dear SynTycuns,- it 
is not only neceſſary to watch againſt 'the 


Devil and the World, but againſt- our | 


fooliſh Selves; for it often befalls us as it 
did CarI$TIAN 2. pleaſed with a View of 
what the Lord has done for us, inſtead of 
humbly and thank fully adoring the Giver, 


ve reſt ſatisfied in his Gifts, and fall into 


a vain ſelf Complacencyof Mind. While we 


ug thine. in our own Eyes, ue remit our 


1 3 Watch- 
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Watchfulneſs, fall into a Spirit of Security, 
and carnal Confidence, which obſcures our 
Evidences for Heaven. 

Freſh Calls to Duty, awaken a ſever 
to Diligence, but it is the Fear of Danger, 
that generally turns him within himſelf to 
ſee that all is right. When Misr RUsr and 
TiMERovs, alarm CRRISTIAN with the Re. 


Port of Lions in the Way, he has Recourſe 
to his RoLL for Comfort. 

Mark the Difference, SyNxTYCMx, thei 
twixt a Believer and the Franſul and Unte- 
lieving: the Latter, at the Appearance of 
Danger, turn back; their coward Hearts 


da are not ſo much as examine the Danger 


they fear, but they decline from the Ways 
of Gor, with greater Speed than they ever 


_ walked in them. How different the For- 


mer! the fears indeed, but he believes, 
and reaſons from Principles of Truth: 
If Igo back to my oun Country, that 


zs prepared for Fire and Brimiſtone, and 
I ſhall certainly periſh there: if I can get 


to the celeſtial City, I am ſure; to be in 
ſafety: 1 muſt: venture. To go back is 
Death, to go forward is Fear of Death, and 
Life everlaſting beyond it: I 20, yet go 


5 forward. He that dwelleth on high, and 


cel the Wen I has: = H 
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that overcometh ſhall inherit all Things : 1 
will be his Gov, and be ſhall be my Sen. But 
the Fearful and Unbeliaving ſhall have their 
Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death. 
CHRISTIAN, in his Fear, as we obſerved, 
ſought to his RoLL for Comfort. It had 
been raſh indeed, and preſumptuouſly fool- 
hardy, to have proceeded in his Way, 
without Evidence, that he might expect, 
and wait for the Salvation of the Lox D. He 


fought, but he found it not: his neglect- 


ed, grieved, gracious Lok, had with- 
drawn his witneſſing Preſence, when the 
fooliſh Pilgrim became ſo pleaſed with 


himſelf, that he forgot his Obligations to 
his beſt Friend. What muſt he do? Wh ye 
he muſt ſorrowfully tread back all the 


Steps he had thoughtlefsly trod without it. 
Our Author has beautifully repreſented, 
the Tears, the Sorrows, the bitter Self-re- 


flections of that Repentance which ſuc- 
eeeds Backſliding in Heart; and taught 


us, that to recover the ſpiritual Bleſſings 
which we have loſt, we muſt trace our 
Way back by Self- examination, to the Sin 
by which we loſt them: for what is loſt 


1 Foliy, muſt be regained in Sorrow. 
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Tt is very eommon for young Chriſtians 
to do as the Pilgrim did. They contem- 
plate their Privileges, till their Hearts are 
elated with Joy : a Survey ofthe Evidences 
of the Love of Gop to them, intoxicates 
them with a fooliſh Pride and vain Confi- 
dence, as though they enjoyed a Partiality 
in the Divine Favour. If we ſearch for 
khe Reaſon, I believe the Following will 
not be wide off the Mark. The Joy ariſing 

from the Removal of Guilt by Faith in the 
Blood of CurtsT, and from the Thought 
of Juſtification, Acceptance, &c. &c: ſo 
abſorbs the Mind, that under our firſt Love, 


* 


little elſe is attended to by us. All de- 
5 praved Affections lay dormant, and being 


yet ignorant of the deep Corruption of our 
Hearts; we are ready to believe thoſe de- 
.praved Affections are deſtroyed. We 


think ourſelves already ſaved, and that, al- 


lowing for the Trials of this mortal State, 


- awe have Nothing to do but to ſing our 


Way to Heaven; and he hath loved me, be- 


comes our Song. Thus delighted with 


our preſent Comforts, and ignorant of fu. 
ture Danger, we are like Children juſt 
learning to go alone; pleaſed with the new 
Acquifgan of the I of their Feet, they 


2 
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are giddy and heedleſs, till Falls and 


Bruiſes make them more careful. * 

Ar Exis had lately taſted that the Lord is 
gracious: he ſought Erenerus, an aged an 
experienced Saint, to whom he related 


happy Change he had experienced; and 


enlarged and expatiated much, on the pre- 
ſent' Toy of his Heart, Eezxetus ſmiled, 
but reſuming his Gravity, My Child, _ 
the good old Man, attend to what la 


going to ſay: do not imagine that it will 
always be thus with you: you are like a © 
Child whom the Nurſe careſſes, and en- 


courages to try the Uſe of its Feet: ſhe 
ſapports and leads it by the Hand ſhe 


flackens her Hold, and ſuffers it to ſtum- 


ble to make it careful: Gob, my Friend, 
is taking Ephraim by the Hand, and teaching 
hin to go; he muſt, by and by, go alone: 


the preſent Supports of Conſolation will be 
withdrawn, or perhaps ſinned away: then, 


do not be ſurpriſed,” ALexts, if you meet 
with ſome: humbling Proofs of your own 
Weakneſs, and take care you do not fall to 
the breaking of your Bones. ALzx1s then 
thought this Lecture very needleſs, but 


Time taught him that Erzxervs ſpoke 
Truth. 


N = 8 * 
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Let us retire, my Friend, from this lit- 
tle Digreſſion, and attend our Pilgrim: he 

has gotten his RoLL again, and with Tears 

of Joy, laid it up in his Boſom. The Loxo 

| beals our Backſlidings, and loves us freely, but 

leaves us to reap the Fruit of our Folly, to 

ſpew his Diſpleaſure againſt it; and to make 
us careful in Time to come, he withdraws 
for a Time his comfortable Preſence, and 

_— us tograpple with our Fears of Danger. 

. Two Objects now claim our Mtention, 
* Houſe BRAUTTIrUI, and the Egows. Of 

- the Former, we will only ſay at preſent, 
that it repreſents Chriſtian Communion in 

_ -Gofpel Ordinances, and ſpeak more fully 

of it hereafter. Of the - Latter, that it re- 

lates to the Difficulty of efjsying thoſe 
- Privileges. in Mr. Bunyan's Days. "The 
© Lions denote the crvit and ceEsTABTI“ 
*caL Powers, which then roared like Lions 
2 ein thoſe who ſought to worſhip Goo 
min a Way which they believed more a- 
4 greeable to his Word, than the Forms eſ- 

_ tabliſhedby Law. The Lioxs were chained, 
to ſhew, that perſecuting Powers were always 
under Divine Controul, which ſaid, Hither!o 
falt thou go, and no farther + they were uſed 

ke the OTE for the Trial of his Chil- 

ne | ; - Grens 
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dren Faith and Faithfulneſs. For faith- 
leſs Profeſſors, when Tribulation, and Perſe- 
cutions, ariſe - becauſe of the Word, they are f- 
fended and fall away: When Farrhrur 


| paſſed by them, they were aſleep : by which 


perhaps the Author alludes to the Time 
wherein King James the Second claimed 


and exerciſed a Power to ſuſpend the Laws. 


But what of the Lions now, SynTyYcne ? 
bleſſed be Gor, you reply, they are not 
only chained, but muzzled too: for though 
the penal Statutes are not formally repealed, 
the Act of Toleration prevents their Miſ- 
chief. I add further, my dear Friend, they 
are removed out of our Way ; no Lions bar 
our Paſſage to the Houſe of Gop. Our 
Aſſemblies are numerous, full, and without 
Fear: and our Poſterity likely to enjoy for 
Generations to come, the Privileges, Doc- 
trines, and Ordinances, our Fathers have 
handed down to us, as the Furchaſe of their 
Property and Blood. 

The leſs difficult Providence ad our 


Duty, the more diligent ſhould we be. The 


bleſſed Liberty of the prefent Day, en- 
creaſes our Obligations to the Lok, and 
to one agother ; our Duties to both are free 


Lora ana Je not your Liberty, ſays 
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| the Apoſtle; as an Occaſion to the Fleſh, but 


by Love ſerve one another... May the Beauties 
of Holineſs, adorn our Profeſſion of Relt- 
gion, and the pouring out of Gop's Spirit 
render ys abundantly fruitful in the Ways 
of Zion. 
| Nothing i in this earthly Wy can dn 
Perfection: every Good has its Alloy: . 1 
- -hope I. am not miſtaken, when J ſuppoſe 
that the Extenfion of, CHRIST's Kingdom 
has been great amongſt us, as a Conſe- 


quence of our civil Liberty. I think the 


great Number of religious Societies eſta- 
bliſhed of late Years, is a Proof of it: at 
the fame Time, what Shoals of Hypocrites 
and falſe Prophets thruſt themſelves into our 
Societies, being no longer deterred from 
Fear of the Lions. It is eaſy, cheap, and 
almoſt faſhionable to be religious. Let the 
-Lorv's Servants be careful, and diſtinguiſh 


«themſelves by an exemplary Zeal for their 


Redeemer's Service—an exemplary. Holi- 
neſs of Life and Converſation—an exem- 
plary Love to one another, and ee 
towards all Men. 

Falſe Profeſſors and Hypocrites will hon, 
in general be manifeſted and ſtand confeſt, 


. and ſo will the ret of the Lok, whoſe 


NE 
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Glory it will be to diſtinguiſh themfelves 
as ſuch. - The Day is coming, when their 
Maſter, who honours thoje that honour him, 
will declare his Approbation of them be- 
fore an aſſembled World; and own and 
reward their Kindneſs to him, though in 
the Perſon of the leaſt of his Brethren. 
That the Divine Spirit may enable SyN- 
TYCHE and myſelf, to make a ſuitable Im- 
provement of preſent Mercies and Pri- 
vileges, is the ſincere and devout Wiſh of 


ANDRONICUS. 


LETTER VIII. 

G my Sxxvr vent, let us go 

to the Houſe on the Hill, the Houſe 
BeAuTIFUL:. the carthly Palace of 
the KINO of Kings. Beautiful for Situa- 
tion, . the Joy of the whole Earth is Mount 
Zim, Gop is known in her Palaces for 4 
Refuge. Here may we dwell, till we re- 
move to the higher Manſions, which Jesvs 
has prepared for us above. Let our Wiſh 
coincide with David's: One Thing, ſays he, 
— 1 have 


* 


e 1 
have I defired of the Load; that will 1 ſeek 
After; that I may dwell in the Houſe of the 
Lorp all the Days of my Life, to behold the 
Beauty of the Lorp, and to enquire in his 
Temple. Let us attend to the Foundation, 
Laws, and Ordinances of this Houſe, the 
Qualifications of thoſe that are admitted 
into it, and of thoſe that admit. | 
| We have conſidered Chriſtianity hither. 


to as a ſolitary Character, we are now £0- 


ing to conſider it in a ſocial Point of 
View: Chriſtians, by Fellowſhip 1n the 
Goſpel, become Helpers of each other's 
Holineſs, Faith, and Joy. In this Point 


ok View we loſe Sight of parochial Church 


Connection, and remembering, that where 
the Carcaſe is, there will the Eagles be ga- 
thered together ; we conſider CarisT as 3 
Son over his own Houſe ; whoſe Houſe we are, 
if we hold faſt, the Confidence and the Rejuic- 
ing of the Hope, firm unto the End. Such 


8 e Fellowſhip then is voluntary, and ariſes 
from union of Hearts inthe Things of Gov. 


Our Author gives his beautiful Houſe 

a Porter, whoſe Name is WaTcnrur: to 
ſhew us that Miniſters who preſide in ſuch 
Societies ſhould be vigilant, they are to 
watch for the Souls of * and they mi 
give 


r 


n 


** 
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give Account to their Maſter, of all entruſted 


to their Care. They are to watch over 


thoſe of the Houſchold o warn them that 
are Unruly—to comfort the Freble-minded 10 
reprove, comfort, admoniſh, and exhort, with 
all Longsuffering, and Doctrine. They are 
to watch the Door of the Houſe, that none 
enter, if they can prevent, but ſuch for 
whom the Lon built the Houſe: and par. 
ticularly to watch for thoſe that are afraid 
to come forward, and comfort and en- 
courage them: For though it is true that 
there are no Lions now to deter them, yet 
many humble Souls are ſo diffident, modeſt, 
and fearful, on account of their Unwor- 
thineſs; that they need much Encourage- 
ment to join in the Communion of Saints. 
Such a Porter was ARcAbrus, of whom 
we have often converſed with Pleaſure and 
Affection; but he is gone to receive from 
the Chief Shepherd, the Crawn of Glory that 


. Fadeth not away. You remember with what 


Kindneſs he noted all within the Circle of 
his Miniſtry, that appeared to be ſeeking 


the Lokp: how he exborted, comforted, and 


charged them, as a Father doth bis Chilaren ; 
that they would walk worthy of Gov, who had 


called them to bis Kingdom and Glory, and ſel- 
r Jom 
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# dom failed of being the Means of planting 


them in the Houſe of the LoxDb. You 


knew his Tenderneſs, Watchfulneſs, and 
Care over the Members of his Society—he 
knew their perſonal and family Trials and 
"Temptations, and was their Friend and 
Counſellor he ſympathiſed with them in 
all their Sorrows and Afflictions; and faith- 
fully, yet tenderly, reproved their Faults— 
he was careful to promote their Fellowſhip 
in the Intervals of their public Aſſemblies, 
by affociating them in ſmall Parties from 


Houſe to Houſe, according to their Vici- 
nities, for the Purpoſe of Prayer and holy 
Conference. Such was ARrcaDius, and 


he was honoured and beloved accordingly. 
None are fit Subjects for religious So- 
cCieties, but ſuch as have ſet their Faces in 

carneſt toward the Kingdom of Gop; have 


been convinced of their loſt State and Con- 


dition; have obtained Faith in the Loxp 

g Es and known ſomething of the Com- 
- forts and Trials of the Way: | ſuch will 
freely relate the Way in which they have 
' walked; taking ſhame to themſelves for 
their Wanderings, and giving Glory to $200 
for his Mercies. 


:PieTy, PruDeNcs, and C are 


neceſſary” ; marc in Members of re- 
1 
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ligious Societies, when judging of thoſe who 
ſeek to be admitted amongſt them; left 
they ſhould receive the ſpecious Hypocrite 
through his fair ſeeming ;—and reject the 
humble and ſincere Chriſtian, becauſe of 

ſome Failings and Weakneſſes. | 
Pritry, PRUDENCE, and CHariTY, are 
further neceſfary, no comfortable Fellow- 
ſhip can be had without them: Pręrx will 
cauſe us to promote whatever tends to the 
Glory of Gop, and the Edification of Be- 
lievers: it will prompt to a willing, and 
frequent Practice of thoſe ſocial religious 
Duties, which fan the Fire of Devotion, 
and keep it alive in one another's Hearts. 
PRUDENCE is neceſſary for avoiding Mat- 
ters of Offence, or laying of Stumbling- 
blocks in each other's Way: it ſometimes 
requires much PRuDENCE to do this; what 
through remaining Ignorance, Prejudices, 
Weakneſſes of Mind, and Oddities of Tem- 
per, Chriſtians have large Scope for the 
Exerciſe of PRUDENCE towards one another: 
and they will do well to attend-to the Di- 
rections given on this Head, inthe Epiſtles 
to the Churches. I need not recite them to 
SynTYCne, whoſe Prudence preſerves his 
own Peace, and promotes that of his Bre- 
chren, 


| ,, 
thren, having learned of an Apoſtle, to be 
of one Mind with them in the Lord. 
 CrartTy | how excellent art thou: the 
Glory of Graces, giving Energy and Vigour 
to every Duty: thy Duration and thy Of- 


fice are eternal: when Faith is loſt in 


Sight, and Hope in Poſſeſſion, ChaRIrv 
remaineth to conſtitute the happy Fellow- 
ſhip of the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
Fir. born: to make Heaven itſelf a com- 
fortable State and Place. Cuarirty ſoftens 
the Rigours and ſooths the Sorrows of the 
preſent State: it relieves Wants: it covers 
a Multitude of Tranſgreſſions: it preſerves 
Harmony, or reſtores it when broken: it 
is the Source of ten thouſand Benefits: 
therefore the Apoſtle: Paul. calls it the fal- 
Filling of the Law: and the Apoſtle John 

urges it, as the ſupreme Proof, both to 
ourſelves and others, of real Oe in 
1 « Hence may all our Actions flow, 
Love the Proof that Curr we know : 
Mutual Love our Token be, 

Men Load, that we belong to thee! 
© 4 Love, thine Image, Love 

a Stamp it fully — 
* Only Love to us be giv'n, 8 

* 12 W other Heaven,” - 
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us to rejoice in the Progre 


1 

As Love is the heavenly Cement which 
unites the Children of God, in their Com- 
munion in Goſpel Ordinances, ſo it unites 
different Societies of Chriſtians, of differ- 
ent Modes of Worſhip in one Spirit of 
Amity; and | renders dear to each other, 
all in every Place that call upon the Name of 
the LoxD Jesus, and love him in Sincerity 
aud Truth. It preventsour forbidding thoſe 
who follow not Jesus with us: and teaches 
ſs of true Godli- 
neſs, and the Extenſion of CurisT's King» 
dom. It anticipates that State where Per- 
ſons of very different Sentiments in ſome 
Particulars here, ſhall dwell together in 


Ne Harmony. 


. Love, like Death, hath all deſtroy d, | 
* Render'd all Diſtinctions void: 2 

« Names, and Sects, and Parties fall, 

Thou, O Cunsr, are All in All. 


The Ordinances of Gop's Houſe are ap- 
pointed for the Inſtruction and Comfort of 


| his People: and his Glory reſts upon them 


when they communicate in, and enjoy 
thoſe Ordinances, as Children of the ſame 


Family, Members of the ſame Body, Par- 


takers of the ſame Faith, and Heirs of 


the ſame Glory. How delightful it is to 
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hear in the public Miniſtry, to ſee in the 
Holy Sacraments; and 'to converſe among 
themſelves, of the Love of their LorD, mani- 
ſeſted in what he has done, is now doing, 
and will-do for them: to do this, not only 
with Sentiments of perſonal Devotion ; but 
to have a higher Reliſh from the Conſider- 
ation of common Intereſt with others. 
Worldly Goods are Property to the Ex- 
cluſion of others; hence they contract the 
Heart to Selfiſhnefs, and excite it to Covet- 
ouſneſs, becauſe the more is poſſeſſed by 
one, the leſs is left for another: not ſo the 
Things of God, we can never be the poor- 
er for Ought that is poſſeſſed by another; 
but we may be richer: Jrsus is never the 
poorer for having ſo many Millions Joint- 
heirs with him. We are Heirs together of 
the Promiſes, not Co- beirs, but Foint-heirs. 
In the former Cafe we muſt divide the In- 
heritance, in the Latter, we have all Things 
common; neither faith | any Man, that 
1 of the Things which he poſſeſſeth 
are his own, to the Excluſion of another's 

| Right; 7 bere. is: one Body, and one Spirit; 
even as we are called in one Hope of « our Cal- 
Ther? one Lox, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 
HP; . M o all, es is above all, 
nua 
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and through all, and in all. There is a 
Difference among Believers as to actuaj 
Enjoyment, but no Difference as to Right: 
for to every Man is given according to the 
Meaſure of the Gift of CuRIST. All may 
poſſeſs the ſame Grace, and in the ſame 
Degree, if they ſeek and aſk it in the Way 
their LokD has appointed. All our Strait- 
neſs is in our own Bowels or Deſires. 

The large upper Chamber in the Houſe 
Braurrrur, where the Pilgrim was laid to 
reſt, and which was named Pac; ſeems 
to me to denote, that a peaceful Spirit and 
Diſpoſition, - contributes greatly to the 
Comfort, and is a lovely Ornament to 
ſocial Religion. The Window opened to- 
ward the Sun-rifing, to ſhew that Peace 
promotes that Growth in the Knowledge of 
the LorD, which makes be Path of the Fuſt 
to be like the ſhining Light, which ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect Day: but Debates, 
Diſputations, and Contentions, ſhut out 
the Light of Truth, and wrap up the Heart 
in its own Prejudices, for we are naturally . 
tenacious of that which N ſeeks to 
diveſt us of. 

There are, undoubtedly, W 
W in * Perſons muſt agree, in 
* 
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order to comfortable Communion: but 
there are alſo Circumſtantials in which they 
may harmleſsly differ, and in which, from 
the Nature of the preſent State, they muſt 
and will differ. The Features of Mens 
Faces, are not more various than their 
Modes of thinking, on one and the fame 
Subject. SoyarTtr ſuppoſes NxRRHus to be 
miſtaken, becauſe he differs in ſome 
Opinions from him: he attacks his ſup- 
poſed Errors: NxRxus detends them: they 
diſpute and wrangle, till they deſpiſe, and 
even judge one another: yet SOPAFER and 


Nx kus both profeſs to believe each other 
Children of Gop : then why not bear with 
each other, and follow the apoſtolic Ad- 


vice, Be at Peace among yourſelves? 
1 have read and ſtudied, I hope with 
fone Profit, that inimitable Lecture upon 


_ this Subject, which the Apoſtle Paul gives 


F the believing Romans, in the fourteenth, 


and the" firſt ſeven Verſes of the fifteenth 
Chapters of the Epiſtle to that Church. I 
never read it without being ſtruck with its 
Importance to the Peace of Gop's Children; 


nor without admiring the Divine Wiſdom, 


and gracious Spirit which pervades it. As 


dhe Paſſage is too long to be tranſcribed in- 


fs. 


to a Letter, I wiſh SyxTYcnx, to lay down 
this Paper, for a Moment, and to turn to 
the Paſſage and read it. 
Should my Friend charge me with Tau- 
tology, and ſay that theſe Things are in- 
cluded in, and are the Works of Chriſtian 
Charity: I agree with him: Iam convinced 
they are eſſential Parts of it. I apologize 
therefore, for my ſuppoſed Tautology, by 
obſerving, that there are too many Pro- 
feſſors, whoſe narrow Spirits, and unfor- 
bearing? Diſpoſitions, plainly indicate that 
theſe Things make no Part of their Idea of 
Chriſtian Love: for heir Sakes therefore, 
if theſe Letters ſhould ever meet their Eye, 
as well as for yours, whoſe Heart I wiſh to 
be expanded and enlarged with all the 
Philanthropy of the Goſpel; I have en- 
larged on theſe Things: I ſay then with the 
Apoſtle, 10 write unto you the ſame Things, to 
me iT mot grievous, and for you it is ſafe. 
The'Sropy, or Lisrary of the Houſe 
Beaurituf, is undoubtedly the Scriptures 
of Truth, they are alfo-the Armour, 
from. whence Believers are ſupplied, as 
CHRISTIAN was, with thoſe Weapons of 
Warfare which are not carnal, but mighty 
"" s. This manifold Uſe of the 
Bible 
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Bible ſhould endear it to us, and -make it 
our beſt beloved Companion in private: 
and its extenſive Application for Inſtruc- 
tion, Warning,and Conſolation, both by Pre. 
cept and Example, ſhould lead us to prefer 
the Reading and expounding it in our Aſ- 
ſemblies, as the beſt Means of Edification ; 
it was the Mode in the primitive Churches, 
and appears from Scripture itſelf, to have 
been the Practice of the Jewiſh Church. 
Its peculiar Advantages above Preaching 
always from a fingle Text, are apparent; 
as it tends to lead the Hearers into a more 
general Knowledge of, and Acquaintance 

with the Scriptures at large. 
There is ſomething ſtrikingly beautiful 
in the Manner in which Mr. Buxyan in- 
troduces the Rod of Moſes, Fael's Hammer 
and Nail, Giaeon's Laps, Pitchers, and 
Trumpets, Sc. Sc. hiſtorical- Examples, 
which ſerve to awaken our Senſe of De- 
pendance on the Loxp, and encourage our 
Confidence in him. The greateſt and moſt 
important Events, were brought about and 
effected, by Inſtruments moſt unlikely, be- 
cauſe, in themſelves inſufficient for the 
Purpoſe : they owed. all their Efficacy, to 
- A e, and never failed, When 
uſed 
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uſed in Faith and Obedience to his Will : 
but weak as they were when Gop had en- 


joined their Uſe, nothing could be effected | 


without them. 

Prophecy is a Part of the ſacred Records, 
deſigned to animate our Faith and Hope, 
by teaching us to look forward to the Glo- 
ries of the latter Days ; when the Spread of 
the Goſpel, the Encreaſe of the Knowledge 
of God, through the Outpouring of the 
Spirit; and the Loxp's ſuitably diſpoſing 
and ordering the Affairs of the World, ſhall 
cauſe ſuch a glorious Extenſion ofthe King- 
dom of Cuktsr, as ſhall infinitely ſurpaſs 
the preſent State. For all Things in his 
Kingdom muſt grow and advance, towards 


their Perfection. The Contemplatior of 


theſe Prophecies, in Connection with Pro- 
miſes of Grace, encourages us, to look 
forward, to greater Privileges and richer 


Experiences for Ourſelves than we have yet | 


attained. This I ſuppoſe was the Top of the 
Houſe, from whence CurrsTian ſaw EMa- 


nueL's Land. I refer my dear SynTrcur 
to the Thirty-third of Ifaiah, from the fifs _ 
teenth Verſe to the End, for a Prophecy of 


this kind, and remain his affectionate 
ANDRONICUS; 
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ROM the Bleſſings and 1 of 
| ſocial Religion, let us attend qur Pil- 
grim into his private Life and Experience 
again; armed, and accoutred for his 
Way. All the Knowledge and Strength 
we get in Ordinances, is given for our Aſ- 
fiſtance in Times of Need. the Log has 
wiſely: hid; from us, what thoſe particular 
Times may be, and only warned us of the 
evil Day, that we may put on the whole Ar- 
mur f Gov, that we may be able then to land. 
The Valley of Hom1ttarion, into which 
1 45 Pilgrim deſcends, is to ſhew us, that 
God ſometimęs cauſes. thoſe who ate dear 
to him, to ſhare the Poverty, as well as the 
; - Riches, of their Maſter. He not only calls 
F lie Poor of this Morld, to be rich in Faith ; 


| bt with the ſame gracious Deſign, he ot 
abaſes thoſe. whom be has called R 
more exalted, Circumſtances. His 5 "I br 
Joa, the greateſt of all the Men of the Eat, he Wh 


4 permitted t be ſtripped of his Goods, his 


Children, 206. his * His was a 7 ; 
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ley of Humiliation indeed ! It has been the 
Lot of many a Believer, to experience in 
different Meaſures, a ſimilar Debaſemont, 
and to come down from Affluence to Po- 
verty, and from Reſpectability to Neglect, 
perhaps Contempt. 

It is hard to go down into this valley, 
and catch no Slip by the Way. To ſee 
one's Subſtance melt lite Wax before the 
Fire—one's Schemes and Endeavours to 
procure hangt Things, fruſtrated and de- 
teated—the kindeſt Intentions of our Hearts 
operating to one's Hurt, through the Ma- 
chinations of the Artful and Deligning—to . 
fall a Prey to the Wicked and Oppreſhve— 


to ſce one's Friends ſtand aloof from our 
| Help—and to feel one's Self in helpleſs In- 


digence, without viſible Reſources. Theſe, 


my SYNTYCUE, are hard Trials to the Fleſh; 


and it would be much mdeed to come down 


ſrom Affluence to this Condition, without | 


ſtumbling. Our Corrupt ions are ſtirred up: 
our Pride, Impatience, Repining, Unbeliet, 
Rebellion, and other Evils of the Heart are 
brought to Light; ſo that, what with Sin 
within, and Trouble without, we find our 
Situation truly uncomfortable. 4 

In ſuch Circumſtances, ve Meed the At. 


e of Fer Ducprrion, Cnaxirx. | 
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and PruDeNce. What little Share we have 


of theſe Graces ourſelves, we have abun- 
dant Call for the Exerciſe of, to keep us 
from quarrelling both with Go» and Man, 
or doing that which is unlawful or incon- 
venient ; and it is ten thouſand to one if we 
wholly eſcape doing ſome of theſe Things. 


We need Aſſiſtance alſo from the P1ertr, . 
 DiscrETION, CuhARI Ty, and PRxupNxck of 
others; to adviſe, admoniſh, comfort and 
help us; to preſerve us from ſinning; and 


to alleviate our Sorrows. This is one of 
the Bleſſings for which the Communion of 
Saints was appointed: and he, who is forſaken 
by Chriſtian, as well as by Carnal Friends, 
is humbled indeed. CnRISTIAN found the 


Company of his Aſſociates, a Help, in go- 


ing down the Hill, and their Preſent, a 


ſuitable Refreſhment, before he got ome 
TH the Valley. 


Our Humiliation may ſpring from vari- 


| Jos Cauſes: our own Miſconduct and Folly, 
_ through want of Watchfulneſs, may betray 


us into the Power of our Enemies, whoſc 


Tongues in ſuch a Caſe will have no Mercy 
upon our Character and Reputation. Our 

Connection with, or Relationſhip to thoſc 
u ho have acted improperly, often expoſes 


Us 
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us to ſevere Mortifications, and covers us 


with Shame: but whatever are the Things 


that bring us down into this Valley, I be- 
lieve it will be found, that Poverty, or the 
Loſs of worldly Goods, is the moſt humi- 
liating of all. 

No doubt, the Deſigns of our heavenly 
Father, in leading us into humiliating Si- 
tuations, are wiſe and gracious: and either 
the Correction, or Removal, of Something 
evil. in us; or our Improvement and 
Growth in the Graces of his Spigtr; are 
the Ends to be obtained by our Viſitation. 
We are prone to love the Creature too much. 
and to be proud of the Gifts of Providence, 
even to a Forgetfulneſs of our abſolute De- 
pendance for them. Our Love to God, 
Faith in him for providential Bleſſings, and 


our Bowels of Mercy for ſuffering Indi- 


g2nce; are too often in proſperity, far dif- 

ferent from what they ſhould be. Jeſburun 
waxed fat and kicked. Too often in ac- 

quiring worldly Good, we facrefice to our 
avon Net, and burn Tacenſe to our own Drag: 
our own Wiſdom, Prudence, and Diligence. 
Hence a want of proper Gratitude to God, 
and hard Thoughts, perhaps ſevere Cenſure 


of thoſe who are not ſo ſucceſsful as ourſelves, | 
1 25 0 E 3 Go 
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G eb breaks the Cifterys we have hewn to 
ves that we may return to him, 7be 

Fountain of living Malters: he takes away 
from us that which by our too great Fond- 
neſs for it, alienated our Hearts from him, 
and drew our AHections from Things above : 

he puts a Thorn in our Neſt, to awaken us 
to Remembrance, that, this i is not our Reft, 
becauſe it is polluted. 

To live with Gop by the Day, in a Way 
of Dependance for earthly Good, is as much 
our Duty in Proſperity, as Adverſity; and 
to aſcribethat Proſperity, to any Thing but 

+hilgBleſſing, is is inſolent Ingratitude. He 
Tikes away his Gifts, to remind us that he 
gave them; and to let us ſee, and feel, to 

the aching of our Hearts, how little our 

Prudence and Diligence could do, toward 

| our Proſperity, without his Bleſſing, when 
our utmoſt Exertions of both avail Nothing 

to preſerve the Things that are melting 

away from our Hands. Jn vain we rife up 
early, , fat up late, and eat the Bread of Careful- 
.. wu; Except the' Lord: keep the _ -*f 
bc pores watcheth in vain.” 

As a Want of proper Sympathy for thoſe 
hs are low, is too often the Sin of thoſe 


= who are exatted; "Gov, who vifits the Prod 3 
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1 
and gives Grace Io the Huthble, lead u 
Proud down into the Valley, that Experis. 
ence may teach them, and feelingly rod; 
the Condeſcenſions and Benevolence chat 


* 
4 


is due to Sufferers. 
It is Love, the kindeſt paternal LoveofGob 
thus to mortify our fooliſh Pride, to break 


our falſe Confidences, and to make us fed, 


what our Thoughtleſſneſs, may have made 


others feel: and when the Loxd the Spirit, 


adds his Grace, to make deep Impreſſions 
on our Hearts, from abaſing Providencts. 
We are compelled to ſay, It was yood for 
me to be afflicted ; before I was afflifted, I went 
aftray, but now I haus kept thy Way. © 
But though the Children of Gob are ſome. 


: times debaſed in worldly Things, by Way 


of Chaſtiſement; this is not always the Cafe: 
ſome of his Children live always in the 
Valley: for God has cboſen the Poar of this 
World, io be rich- in Faith, and Heirs » Fh 
Kingdom. Many an excellent Saint, have 
all their Life long, eat Bread earned by the 
Sweat of their Brow, while they were able 
to Work; or received it from the Botinty © 
of others, when Weakneſs or A ge, 8 
their Labour. 

It ſeems alſo, that the Lens brings an 


fois into the Valley of HuMiLiiartion, to 
„ ex 
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And in all Things, I am inſtructed, both 10 
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nth and perfect their Faith and Pa- 
tience: and to exemplify, and manifeſt his 


tender Love and Care of them, in their Sup- 


port and Maintainance. Never did Paul 


appear to greater Advantage, as a Chriſtian, 


than when deprived of the Support of bis 
manual Labour, and obliged, through his 
Bonds at Rome, to accept the Bounty of 
the Philippians; he declares his Acquieſ- 
cence in the Lot his Maſter choſe for him. 
Let us hear him, SyxTycus, for greater 
Words cannot come from Lip or Pen. / 
have learned in whatſoever State I am, there- 
with" to be content, I know both bow to be a- 
baſed, and I know how to abound : every where, 


be full and to be hungry, both to abound, and 


150 ſuffer Need: I can do all Things through 


CurIsT which Arengibeneib . 
Many, yea, a Multitude of the Promiſes 


of Gop, might be expunged from the Bi- 


ble, if there was no Valley, of Humiliation : 


Promiſes, which give us the moſt pleaſing 


F | Ideas of God, as the great Parent of all, 


whole lender Mercies are over all his Works; 
and who is ous Gop and FarnER through 
tbe Lord Jesus CuRIsr. Theſe are pro- 
Fiel e to our „Beih. but Faith muſt. be 


dvd - 
*. 


WOW) 
tried, or it can never be more precious 
than tried Gold. It is eaſy to talk of truſts, 
ing to the Lord, when we can help our- 
ſelves, out of the Barn-floor, and out of the 
Mine- preſi: but to pray, Give us this Day our 
daily Bread, and not know where it will 
come from to believe that Gop will give 
it in Conſequence of his Promiſe, is Faith 
indeed Faith, which glorifies Gon, and 
exalts his Word. I will add, my SynTycne, 
from Experience, that ſuch a Life of Faith, 
though crucifying to carnal Pride, has 
Fruits. attending it, far more Sweet, far 
more Delicious, than the Bleſſings of Af. 


fluence : none know, my Friend; but thoſe 


who have felt them, the pleaſing Sentiments 
of Joy, Gratitude, and Love, which the 
Heart feels, when our Supplies come in: 
anſwer to Faith and Prayer, through un- 
ſuſpected Means, which indicate the im- 


mediate Influence of G. 


We ſee in Paul, that ſuch a Faith, is al- 
ways accompanied wich its meek eyed Sif- 
ter Patience: a Grace, which gives us the 
Poſſeſſion of our own: Souls, and makes us 
rich with whatever Portion our heavenly 


Father gives us. It ſaves us from the bit 
er Pangs of thwarted Pride, in preſem 
E 5 Abaſe- 
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Abaſement; and Heart-harrowing Diſ- 
treſs, ariſing from future Proſpects. ' f it 
good therefore. for a Man to hope, and quielly 
to wait for the Lord : but the Heart of the 
— is like the troubled Sea, which raftcth 
np Mire and Dirt. Happy they who come 
down with 'a good Grace: Who humble 
themfelv?s under the mighty Hand God, that 
he may-exalt them in due Time. | 
Adieu, SyNTYCHE: that you may prove 
(rodlineſs with Contentment to be great G os, 
is the whe A yl vour 
AND RONICUS, 


8 are told, my dear Friend, that or 
"Adverſary the Devil, goeth about like 
uri ng Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour : 
and that we muſt 7% bim, ſteadfaſ in the 
Faith: as the Traveller, whoſe Tuck is in- 
feſted with Beaſts of Prey, behoves to tra- 
vel warily; ſo are we exhorted to be ſober 
- ns an, 1 ana of Souls fhould 
an 4 * 


1 

ſurprife us. Satan's Enmity to Jzsvs, and 
to the Purchaſe of his Blood, will not per- 
mit one Soul to eſcape to Glory, without 
their having ſome Bruſhes with him by the 
Way. The Captain of Salvation alfo, who 
was tempted in all Points like unto us, per- 
mits it to be ſo, that his Glory may be ma- 
nifeſted in. ſuccouring the Tempted; and 
Satan be confounded, through the F aur 
of Saints. 

The Temptations of Satan are various, 
and variouſly conducted; ſome of them are 
inſidious and artful, and calculated to de- 
ceive: ſuch was the Temptation by which 
Eve was ſeduced, and with ſuch he tried 
our Lon in the Wilderneſs: in others he 

is like a roaring · Lion, intimidating and 
terrifying his Prey,. he appears all Devil 
as he is, and endeavours to carry his Point 
by dint of Storm: ſuch was the Hour and 
Powey of Darkneſs with which our * 
grappled in the Garden. 6 
In ChRISsTIAN's Encounter with Pk 
LTON, our Author is giving us a metaphori- 
cal Deſcription: of theſe Temptations: he- 


has judiciouſly made the Valley of Humi- 


lation the Scene of Action; becauſe, the 


. eee in coming down the 
E 6. Hull. 
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Hill—the Murmuring, Diſcontent, and 
Repinings of our Hearts, not only leave 
Guilt upon us, but alſo afford him Matter 
for Accuſation. He alſo chooſes to aſſault 
us at a Time when our Spirits are weak 
and broken with Affliction, that we may 
be the more eaſily EY and make 
the leſs Refiſtance. 

CurisTIan is deſcribed as a Soldier 
armed Cap-a-pee for Battle. He was 
harneſſed from Head to Foot, leſt perhaps 
he ſhould meet with Aſſaults by the Way.” 
In this Deſcription, the Author has cloſely 
followed the Apoſtle Paul, who twice de- 
ſcribes: the Believer, as a Soldier armed 

for Combat, and his Arms as neceſſary to 
enable him to ſtand his Ground in the evil 
Day. This evil Day is, without Doubt, a 

® Time of ſore Fempration, and the Con- 
-'*  Aict of it is deſcribed. by the Believer de- 
ending himſelf with Shield and Sword, 
ET 8 0 the fiery. Darts of the Deuil. | 
The Deſcription of AeoLLiow is terrible: 

== tho dreadful Imagery is collected from va- 

rious Parts of Scripture, where the Attri- 
butes of the moſt terrible Animals are given 
him: the Attributes of Leviathan, the 
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note his Pride, his Rage, kis Courage, and 
Cruelty, Oh, my SvxTvycus, thoſe who 
have encountered him, have proved him 
terrible, My Heart, everr now, ſhudders at 
the Remembrance of the dreadful Conflicts 
myſelf have had; and at thoſe which have 
been related to me by others; whoſe Lot it 
was to be expaſed to the fierce Aſſaults of 
this terrible One: No Man can tell what 
that Combat is, but thoſe who have been 
in the Battle themſelves.” 

It is not the Lot of every Believer, to 
conflict with ſuch fore Temptations, indeed 
of but few comparatively. Our gracious 


Loxp, who has the Key of the bottomleſs 


Pit, and holds the Dragons Chain in his 


Hand, wilt not ſuffer him to do all his hel- þ 


Jiſh Diſpoſition promps him to. May my 
dr xrvenx be exempted from this · Warfare: 

but as no one knows what is yet to come, 
before his Journey ends; we will attend to 
CuRIsTIAN's Combat with ApoLLion : 
that if our KING ſhould: ſuffer him to croſs 


your Way, you may not think /me frange | 


Thing has happened to you. 

With regard to ſome kinds of Fempta- 

tions, our beſt Wiſdom is to fly : Flee youth- 

2 YR out from among them and be 
; Jeperate 


mo 1 
foperate—touch not the uncleaw Thing; Sci 
but Satan muſt be red: we have no 
Armour for our Backs. Not to reſiſt this 
Enemy, is to render uſeleſs, Faith, Hope, 
the Word of Gop, and the Power of Prayer: 
and to lay ourſelves open to inevitable De- 
pair, as as the natural Effect of bet Temp- 
tations: for Satan's End in them is to make 
us ſuppoſe we never did: belong to Go; 
or elſe, that Go has forſaken us for ever. 
Mark, my dear Friend, the Gradation 
of Temptation; as it appears in the Dia- 
Jogue, before the Combatants come to cloſe 
Quarters: and mark too, the Conſidera- 
tions by- which ſuch. evil ben of 
Satan ſhould be repelle. 
The Profits of the World, and dhe Plea. 
ves of Sin, are held out as an Allurement 
The Apoſtacy of others is: ſuggeſted, as 
what will probably be our own Conduct: that 
we ſhall never hold out to the End, therefore 
it js as well to give up our Profeſſion now. 
The Difficulties, Dangers, and Suffer- 
ings of the Lonxp's People, are contraſted 
with the Safety and Proſperity of Sinners. 
The Recollection of our Sins and Back- 
lidings, under a Profeſſion of f Religion. 
The Suppoſition that allour-Profeſſian of 
On is founded 1 in Pride and —_— 
= 8 
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Suggeſtions of this kind, backed by the 
Teſtimony of our o Conſciences, that 
the Charges of preſent Sins and paſt Back- 
ſlidings, have too much of Truth, ſerve to 
afflict and derange the Mind at the ſame 
Time. For, the Accuſer of the Brethren, 
when he applies to the Work of Accuſation, 
never fails to place every Sin in the moſt 
aggravating Point of View, and to follow 
up his Charges by ſuch inceſſant Repetition, 
that we may truly fay, My Sin is ever before me. 

Our Tranquillity diſturbed and broken, 
the Enemy purſues us with evil Thoughts 
of every kind, injected ſo faſt and frequent, 
as to interrupt and hinder us in every Duty. 
Many a poor Child of Gop, has been fo 
beſet, and peſtered with them, in Prayer, 
reading, and hearing the Word, and even 
in the Management of his ordinary Callings | 


that it was as if AyoLLion ſtraddled quite 


acroſs his Way, and aL. . from Fw 
ing on. | 
40 Swarms of ill Thoughts their Bane diffuſe, 


Proud, envious, falſe, unclean, 


And every ranſack'd Corner ſhews, 
«< Some uaſuſpected Sin.“ 


£ How ievous and diſtreſſing, my Syx- | 
TYCHE, muſt it be to a N ſecking 
bi Gop's 


1 


| and groan as if his Heart would break, 
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God s Face in Ordinances, to be perpets= 
ally harraſſed wits Thoughts, that ſeem to 
fill his Mind with Impiety inſtead of Devo- 
tion, and preſent Images to his Imagina- 
tion, which ſhock and defile him at the 
ſame Time: too often has Satan by this 
Means prevailed with the Soul, to leave off 
Duty for fear of increaſing Tranſgreſſion, 
and diveſted it of every Capacity for Prayer, 
but that of broken, ſhort, Ejaculations. 


*« Lox, Hell's fierce Hunter me purſues, 
* Strongly he holds my Soul in Chaſe : 
% Leſt he, his mark'd out Prey ſhould loſe, 
| He waits for me in every Place: 
% O Jacob's tender Saviour charge the Foe; 
Hurt not my Anointed, let my Servant go. 


Many of the Temptations by which the 


Soul is harraſſed, are properly called, the 
fiery Darts of the Devil: Darts, becauſe 
ſuddenly injected : and fiery, becauſe they 
£ ſeem to inflame us with every Thing infer- 

nal. Well might poor CarisT1an ſigh 


while he was engaged in this Conflict; for 
none can conceive but thoſe who have 
felt it, what it is. Thoſe who are- af Eaſe 


in Zion, are ready to look upon all. this as 


Chimera and Ir: and even ſome 
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and Conduct, as may affect the Walk and 


6 * 


Chriſtians who never experienced it, are 
ready to ſuſpect, that much of it is owing 
to meer natural Cauſes. That ſome In- 
firmities and Diſeaſes, may ſo affect the 
Bodily Organs, as to have a ſtrange Influ- 


ence on the Conceptions of the Mind, is 
granted: and we will ſpeak more of this 


by and by: but this cannot be the Caſe, 
where the Body is in good Health, and the 
Powers of the Mind poſſeſs their Vigour. 
I would aſk, if this is all Imagination, 
What are be fiery Darts of the Devil ? and 
what their Effect ? | 

That ſuch Things are, we mut infer 
from the Exhortation, to take the Shield of 
Faith as the beſt Defence againſt them : and 
by the Term all, we are led to ſuppoſe hes 
Temptations many. 

CurIsTIAaN was wounded in his Head, 
Hand, and Foot, which. made him give 
a little back. Great Allowances are to be 
made for Perſons under Temptations: from 
the Perturbation of their Minds they may 
judge, ſpeak, and act amiſs: it would be 
next to a Miracle if they did not. It is che 
Nature of Temptation, and the Deſign of 
Satan, to cauſesſuch Errors in judgment 
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Comvertitibn in ſome Degree. No' Man, 
not the greateſt Saint, is invulnerable: none 


but Jesvs ever came out of this Conflict 


unwounded, becauſe none but he can ſay, 
The Prince of this World cometh, and hath No- 
thing in me. And ſo hard did he find the 
Conflict, that he is ſaid to have Compaſſion 


1 5 on thoſe that are tempted, to be touched with a 


Feeling of their Infirmitics, for that he, himſclf, 
hath uffered, being tempted. 
lle who ſpeaks of Satan's fery Darts, 
fpeaks allo of wreſtling with Principalities 
end Powers, with ſpiritual | Wickedneſs in high 
Places. . Wreſtling is a cloſer Conflict than 
fighting at Arm's length, and much more 
' arduous. While a Believer can keep his 
Enemy at Sword's Point, can repulſe him 
as Jesus did, with, thus it is written ; though 
| he may be wounded, he will ſtand. Fl 
Ground: but who can ſtand, when the 
Enemy cloſes in with us, and wreſtles with 


us with ſudden. ſtrong. Temptation to ſome 


Sin? Ah poor David! Peter } and many 
others] what dreadful falls! evento the 
breaking of the Bones. O Gov, enable us 

watch, and keep our Enemy at Sword's 
int! Teach us to manage Sword and 
Shield, ſo to believe and apply * 99 — 
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that we may be able to beat off our cruel 

Foe, and quench his fiery Darts! Alas! 
how pitiable is the Caſe of a Soul thus fallen, 
held down by Satan and his own Guilt !- 


But perhaps our Author does not mean by 


Cur1sTIANn's Fall, to intimate a Believer's 


being overcome by Temptation, ſo as to 
ſin, though this is often the Caſe; but that 


a Believer, by ſore Temptation, may fall 


under the Power of Unbelief: in ſuch a 
Caſe, his Sword may well fly out of his 
Hand: for of what Uſe is the Word of 


God, when we have loſt our Confidence in 
i Such an one muſt be preſſed out of Merge 


ure, above Strength, to deſpair euen of Life. - 


_ InvinerBLE Grace! how glorious is thy | 
triumph | *I am ſure of thee now, cried 
the exulting AyoLLiow ; but ſoon © he 


ſpread his Dragon's Wings and fped him 
away.” Victory is often neareſt, when Ruin 
only appears in fight. Determined Re- 
ſolution toe to hold faſt our Confidence, though 


with a feeble, dying Hand, muſt at laſt. 2 
prevail; for” / r be for "oy rs: be 


againſt u? 
Cuxtsan is deſcribed as "nit 


— 


— 


ApoLLioN without any Aid or Aſfiſtance; © 
e left en of his 


t u 
Heart, and his Skill in the Uſe of bis 
Arms; to ſhew us, that tempted Souls are 
inſenſible of that Grace by which they are 
_ aſſiſted: even the Tempter may think them 
left of Gop : he too may ſay, Gop has for- 
ſalen bim, perſecute and take him, for there 
are none to deliver him: But was this the 
Caſe, how deplorable would be the Lot 
of the Tempted! 
The Captain of our Salvation loves uz 
too well, and bought us too dearly, to de- 
ſert us in Danger: To deliver his Peoples 
Souls 10 the Lion, his Danlings io tbe Power 
of the Dog. It is he; ir us, maintains the 
Conflict, and ſecures the Victory; and his 
Grace is exalted, for we are more than Con- 
querors through him that loved us. 
Three Things I obſerve, as a Cloſe to 
this Allegory of ſtrong Temptation. Firſt, 
the Wounds our Conſcience receive in ſuch 
| Conflicts, can only be healed by a be- 
lieving Application of the Benefits of 
; |Crnrsr, as held forth in the Goſpel : his 
Spirit brings near the Word, which Faith 
receives and applies: for only that Blood 
which was ſhed for Sin, will avail to the 
. Hea of the Wounds of Conſcience. 
Send, the Lox» the Spirit, graciouſly 
; revives 


% 
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revives and ſtrengthens the Soul by the 
precious Promiſes ; they not only heal, but 
Comfort. Gop's Word ſuſtains us like 

Bread, and cheers us like Wine, and the 
Wearineſs and Sorrow we have endured, 
renders Conſolation doubly ſweet. Thirdly, 
Our Temptations ſhould make us more 
upon our Guard, in general they do ſo: 
while we remember the Wormwood and the 


Gall, our Souls are humble; but in a while 


we forget: did we always watch with that 
Warinefs which we watch with juſt after 
Temptation, it would not be fo much in 
the Power of our Enemy to attack us by 
Surpriſe. 

When we look back upon this Field of 
Battle, can we help looking up to Gop, 
with that Prayer which our Maſter has 
taught us: Log, lead us not into Templa- 


| lion, but deliver us from Evil. Amen, 
| 11 thy © 
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LETTER XL 


W E are now, my dear Friend, to at- 
tend our Pilgrim through other 
Difficulties, through Scenes of Woe: we 
are to travel with him through a Wilderneſs, 
4 Land of Deſerts and of Pits; a Land of 
Drought and of the Shadow of Death ; a Land 
' that no Man (but a Chriſtian) pafſeth through, 
aud where no Man dwells.” This is the 
ſcriptural Account of it, and therefore the 
true one: but let us hear what thoſe Cow- 
ards ſay, who turn from the Ways of the 
Loxp, and bring up an evil Report of 
them, to juſtify their own Cowardice : that 
Seed of the Spies, who ſlandered Gop's 
earthly Canaan ; ; and who, like their Father's, 
Shall die in ibe Wilderneſs for their Puniſh- 

| © ment, and never enter into his Reſt. 
Eg | | * The Valley itſelf,” ſay they, & is dark 
> as Pitch: we alſo ſaw there, the Hobgob- 
lins, Satyrs, and Dragons of the Pit—we 
heard alſo in that Valley, a continual Howl- 
ing and Yelling, as of People under unut- 
1 ud, who there ſit bound in 
* | AfMic- 
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Affliction and Irons; over the valley 
the diſcouraging Clouds of Confy/on : Death 


alſo doth always ſpread his Wings over it. 
In a Word, it is every Whit dreadful, be- 


ing utterly without Order.“ 


This is the Account of thoſe who chooſe 
the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, rather than 
to ſuffer Afliction with the People of Gon. 
Exaggerated to the Utmoſt, and embelliſh- 
ed with the moſt frightful Imagery, to ter- 
rify the Mind: to all ſuch, the Reply of the 


Pilgrim ſhould. be ours. 1 perceive not 


yet,” ſaid he, © by what you have ſaid, but 
that this is my Way to the defired Haven.“ 


Lord, what a wretched Land is this, 
That yields us no Supply, 

No chearing Fruits, no wholeſome Trees, 
No Streams of living Joy. 


Yet the dear Path to thine Abode 
Lies through this horrid Land: 
. .Loxp! we would keep that heavenly Road, 
And run at thy Command. | 


By ee Hopes, and W Fean, 18 
We trace the ſacred Road, 
Through diſmal Deeps, and dangerous Snares, 
We make our Way to Gov. | 


You all me, SynTYCus, what is this 
"a of the SHADOW of D ? Tanſwer, 
* * | | it 


Tz» 


it des not ſeem applicable, fully ſo, to 


any particular Stage of the Chriſtian Liſe; 
but is an Aggregate ofalmoſt all the Temp- 


tations and Trials the Godly meet with in 
their Way to Heaven. I am inclinable 


to this Opinion, from the Author's taking 
his Deſcription of this Valley, from the 
Prophet Jeremiah's Deſcription of the De- 
ſert, through which Iſrael paſſed to Ca- 
naan; and in that, he makes it a particular 
Stage of CurisTran's Journey, it is to 


 ſhew, that there are Seaſons in which God's - 


Children are involved in many Afflictions, 
both outward and inward at once: but to 
ſhew. that this is not the common Lot, we 
find, that though poor CuxIsTIAx had 
great Darkneſs, Frights and Fears, Falru- 
FUL had Sunſhine, and CHRISTIANA and her 
Company, had Daylight thro' this Valley. 


 » .CnRIsTIAN had Darkneſs through half 
the Valley, he had not the Conſolations of 
 , Gop's Spirit to ſupport him under Trials; 


When this is the Caſe, Afflictions are 
doubly heavy. The ſenfible Preſence of 


Gov, and the lively Exertions of Faith, 


blunts the Edge of Tribulation, lightens 
our Burdens, and diſſipates our Fears: The 
Lokd's Preſence with the Soul gives Light 

„ within, 


121 J 
within, though his Providences may be 
very dark without: in ſuch a Caſe, the 
Believer may ſing, for Gop . him 7 a 
Song in the Night. 


« Though I walk through the gloomy Vale, 
« Where Death and all its Terrors are, 

« My Heart and Hope ſhall never fail, 
«« For Gop my Shepherd's with me there, 


« Amidſt the Darkneſs and the Deeps, 


** Thou art my Comfort, Thou my Stay; 
Thy Staff ſupports my feeble Steps, 
«© Thy Rod directs my doubtful Way.” 


Happy they who are thus favoured, but 


the nobleſt Exerciſe of Faith is to Truft in 


the Lok, and flay ourſelves upon our Gop, 
while we walk in Darkneſs and ſee xo Light. 
This, he that fears the Lok, and obeys the 
Voice of his Servant, is exhorted to do, under 
the firmeſt Perſuaſion, that Gop will never 
leave him nor forſate him: he may boldly ſay, 


The LokD is my Helper, I will not fear what * - 


Man ſhall do unio me. Such are ſafe, though 
they are not Comfortable, and walk in the 
Ways of God with Steadineſs, 2 ſome- | 
what. heavily. * 

But their Caſe is truly melancholy, who 
not only want ſenſible Comfort in their 
Afflictions, but have their Faith weak, and 


Weir Fears ſtrong; and are at the ſame 


F Times 


OY 
Time, aſſaulted with many and fore Temp- 
tations: this made poor CHRISTIAN ſigh 
bitterly. The Narrowneſs of his Path, 
added to his Diſtreſs, for fear of the Drrtc11 
and the Quas: a tender Conſcience is 
equally afraid of diſhonouring and diſplcaſ- 
ing Gop, either by Preſumption or Deſpair. 
But come, my SYNTYCHE, let us look into 
this Dircn and this Quas, which ſo ſorely | 
put poor CHRISTIAN to it. The Ditcu is 
it, into which the Blind have led the Blind in F 
all Ages, and have both there miſerably p 
periſhed. This Character of Blindneſs is i 
what Jesus CurisT gave to the Phariſees, [ 
and their deluded Followers : to the Former, 
becauſe they taught their own Inventions 
and Traditions, and made void the Command- 
ment of Gop; to the Latter, for. believing 
them, without ſeekingafterthe Truth. Irsus 
gives them this Appellation from the Pro- 
phets, who thus deſcribe the falſe Prophets 
ol their Day. Their 7, ongue and their Doing, 
i againſt the Lokb, to'proveke the Eyes if 14 
His Glory ; for the Leaders of this People cauſe mit 
them to: err, and they: that are led of them are iW wh 
. deflroyed. The Prophets prophecy. falſely, and He 
my People love lo have it ſo, and what will they Ml & 1 
do in the End 2 Preſumptuouſly departing a $ 


from 


l 

from the Rule of Gop's Word, is the Sin 
here pointed out; and the Ditch is the 
Perdition into which ſuch Perſons fall. 

Should you object here, that Blindneſs 
is the Metaphor for Ignorance and, that 
Sins of Ignorance are not Preſumption ; 
[ anſwer, the Blindneſs does not relate 
to the Conduct, but the Conſequence. Let 


\ theſe Gentry ſpeak for themſelves, I Hall 


have Peace, ſay they, though I walk in the 
Imagination of an evil Heart, to add Drun*- 
enneſs to Thirſt : they know that they offend, 
but they flatter themſelves with Impunity. 
A Chriſtian, walking in Darkneſs, and at 
the fame Time compaſſed about with Trou- 
ble, is in Danger at leaſt, of being tempted 
to preſumptuous Sins. Hence that Prayer, 
Keep back thy Servant from preſumpiugns Sins, 
As to the Quas, David ſhall inform us, 
tor he was in it: I fuk, ſaid he, in deep 
Mire, where there is no ſtanding, I am come 
ino deep Waters where the Floods overflow me: 
I am weary of my crying, my Throat is dried, 
mine Eyes fail while I wait for my Gov. And 
when he ſpeaks of his Deliverance, he ſays, 
He drew me up out of the horrible Pit, and out 
of the miry Clay. This Meſcription points out 
a State of Mind affectingly diſtreſſing, in 
| F 5 uhich 
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which the Chriſtian's Hope #s as the piving 


ap of the Ghoft : and this Diſtreſs ariſes from 
a deep Senſe of Guilt and Unworthineſs; 
without a proportionate View of the free 
Grace of Go, and the boundleſs Merit of 
the Blood of CurIsT. 

Let us keep in Mind, Syvrychr, that 
our Pilgrim was in a State of Darkneſs, 
and that his Difficulty of avoiding the 
Dire and the Quac, aroſe from this 
Circumſtance : had it been Light, Care 


would have been neceſſary, for the Path 


was very narrow. Indeed, my dear Friend, 
though Preſumption and Deſpair, ſcem to 
be oppoſites, the Tranſition from one to 
the other, is very ſhort; it is nothing more 
than the turn of a Thought. | 
Reflect, my SynTyYcar, that the Path 
which the Goſpel marks out, is the middle 
Line between Legality ind Antinomianiſm: 


in other Words, between aſcribing to the 
Lau, too much or too man Let us ex- 


| emplify this. 
By Legality, we mean ſuch a Regard to 


5 the Law, as leads us to look to it for 
Conſolation; but our Conſolation muſt flow 
only from the Goſpel, which teſtifies of Jul- 


| n and that ig through the Redemp- 


tion 
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lian which 15 in Jesus CHRIST. We aſcribe 

therefore too much to the Law: if we ex- 
from it a Ground of Confidence. 

By Antinomianiſm, we underſtand aſ- 


cribing too little to the Law; inferring 


from the Doctrines of Grace, ſuch a Re- 
leaſe from the Law, as abſolutely annihi- 
lates all its Authority over us; and conſe- 
quently we ceale to judge of, and try our- 
ſelves by it. 

Now; let us mark the Midway between 
the. two, namely, the proper Uſe of both 
Law and Goſpel. The Former is the Rule 
of our Conduct, for we are not without Law 
10 Go, but. under a Law to CarisT: the 
Latter is the Ground of our Confidence 
and Hope, as it holds forth to us, Redemp- 
tion in the Blood of Cuklsr, the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins. If while we ſeek to this for Com- 
fort, we ceaſe to regard our Obligations to 


the Law, as a Rule of Life ; we expoſe our- 
ſel ves to Temptation and Sin, and verge to- 
wards the Diæch. If we loſe Sight of the Hope 


of the Goſpel, and look to the Law for Com- 
ſort; the Senſe of inward Pollution and out- 
ward Imperfection, overwhelms us with 
Guilt, and we fink into the Quad. 

To one that walks in the Light of Gop's 


Countenance, it may be ſaid, Let thine Eyes 


bs: look 


— s 


[ 126 J 
look right on *tefore | thee, and thine Eyelid; 
Poder the Path'of thy Feet. He that walketh 
uprightly, walketh ſurely :- But a Soul in 
Darkneſs, and agitated with Temptations 
and Troubles, finds it is not fo eaſy to keep 
in the Middle of the Path: he feels his agi- 
tared Heart continually inclined to pre- 


ſume, or to deſpair. 
This Subject affords a Reflection, which 


is not ſufficiently attended to by the LoRbꝰ's 


People: it. is this, that when we feel leaſt 
the Conſolations of the Goſpel, we may 
have the moſt unequivocal Marks and Evi- 


deennces of the Truth of Grace. Moſt Per- 


ſons talk of a comfortable Evidence of 
their State, and are diſtreſſed when they 
are without Coinfort, as if they had loſt 
their Evidence. Such Perſons would do 


well to recollect, that Comforts are the 
© moſt equivocal of all Evidences that the 
Stoney-ground Hearers had them, yet had 
u 0 Root in themſelves. Eut mark poor 
. Cunisrlax, in the Valley of the Suna DO. 
r ue involved i in Darkneſs and Prou- 


n 
Mark his Fears, Care, and* Caution—ſce 
how warily he treads: Can you hefitate, 


 SYNTYCHE, to affirm that this Man bas il 


Root of the Matter in him ? 5 

We proceed now to a Species of ; ROY 
tations which are peculiar, and which ma- 
ny of Gop's People know nothing about: 
and I Truſt, in a ſhort Time, they will 
none of them know any Thing of them. It 
is that kind of Temptation, which is alle- 
goriſed by CuklsrIAx's paſſing by the 
.Mouth of Hell, and imagining that he 
heard a Company of Fiends coming to- 
wards him. Two Things, I apprehend, 
concured to give Satan an Advantage to diſ- 
treſs and terrify many of the Lord's Peo- 


ple formerly. Mankind, till lately, were 


in the almoſt univerſal Belief of the Exiſt- 
ence of Witches, and the viſible Appear- 
ance of Devits, HoscosLinG, and Gnosrs: 
a Faith, which naturally engendered Fears 
and Terrors im the Mind: and as the God- 
ly were equally under the Power of theſe 
Prejudices with others; it afforded Saran . 
frequent Opportunities to terrify and diſ- 
treſs them. The Perſons moſt liable to 
theſe Harraſſings, were thoſe who were 
e ſubject to lowneſs of Spirits, or 

| 2 OR whoſe 
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whoſe Spirits, were made low and broken 
by Trouble: Satan availed himſelf of their 
bodily Indiſpoſition and Prejudicies, to at- 
tack and poiſon their very Faculties, to 
cloud and diſturb their Imaginations, and 
fill them with Terrors. 

When burning for Witchcraft ceaſed, 
the very Idea of Witches began to die away: 
ſo, as the Belief of Apparitions has ſubſided, 
and the human Imagination is no longer 
ſubject to Terror upon that Account; it 
would be almoſt a Miracle to meet with a 
Saint who has ſeen the Devil. 

But what, my Svxryvchr, muſt thoſe 
dear Souls have ſuffered, whoſe Imagina- 
tions were tortured by his IIluſions? and 
how deep the Malice of that curſed Spirit, 
ho delighted thus to torment them. Re- 
Jjoice with me, Friend, that his Game is 


ſpoiled in this Reſpect, and the Day is 


coming, when their Loxp will avenge be. 
and ſuitable Reward bim for his infernal 
Pranks. Lok, cut ſhort his Reign in 
every Reſpect, and by thy Word and Spirit, 
deſtroy all the Works a the. Devil. So pray 
5 220 28875 
1 us. 
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LETTER. XII. 


3 of my Heart, it is thy happy 

Lot not to have known, nor to have 
been harraſſed by the Depths of Satan: hi- 
therto the Shepherd has gathered thee with. 
his Arm, and carried thee in his Beam; thy 
Way has been moſtly tranquil, and thy 
Trials and Temptations comparatively 


light. Thou oughteſt not to be ignorant of = 


Satan's Devices, for two Reaſons, that thou 
mayeſt be upon thy Guard againſt an Hour 
of Temptation, and know * to pity thoſe 


that are tempted. 


There is another View of Tempration | 
included in our Author's Metaphor, and 
which by him is interwoven with the For- 


mer; but I have ſeparated them for your - - 
- Inſtruction, and becauſe I have known 
them to exiſt ſeparately. - The Subjects of 


this Temptation, are alſo Perſons of low ' 

Spirits, either naturally ſo, or through Afflic- 

tion; and their Trial is excceding great. 
The uſual Progreſs of this Temptation 


I have marked to be nearly as follows: 


F 5: the 


, 
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the Tempter begins i in his Character of Ac- 


cuſer of the Brethren, and as ſuch Perſons are 
much addicted to melancholy Muſing, he 
recalls to their Remembrance, all former 
Sins and Backſlidings, of which they have 
repented, and afterward walked in Com- 
munion with Gop: he ſuggeſts, that pre- 
ſent Trouble, and the hiding of Gop's 
Face; is the Controverſy of Gop againſt 
them for Sin, and perhaps the Earneſt of 


everlaſting Puniſhment: thus he begets in 


the Soul the Fear of periſhing for ever. 
Fears thus created, are fupported and 


increaſed, by Aſſaults upon the Imagina- 
tion, which under bodily Weakneſs, or 


mental Depreſſion, is peculiarly impreſſive. 
Thoughts of the moſt horrid, blaſphemous, 
and unclean Nature, peſter the Mind, and 
pollute the Ideas, often to the irritating the 

0 depraved Affections and corrupt Propenſi- 


| ties. Self. examination tends but to in- 


ereaſe the Diſtreſs, becauſe the Conſciouſ- 
| \ neſs in too many Reſpects 56G with the 
_ Temptation from without: 


4 __ the Pangs by Chriſtians far, 
*« When their Eyes are pen 

* When they ſee the Gulph of Guile 
| | © They muſt wade anch grope inn 
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When the Hell appears within, 
« Cauſing bitter Anguiſh ; 

« And the loathſome Stench of Sin 
Makes the Spirit languiſn. 
% Now the Heart diſclos'd, betrays 

All its hid Diſorders; 

«« Enmity to Gop's right Ways, 
«« Blaſphemies and Murders ; 
Malice, Envy, Luft, and Pride, 

* Thoughts obſcene and filthy, 
« Sores, corrupt and putrified, 
No Part ſound or healthy.” 


« All Things to promote our Fall, 
„ Shew a mighty Fitneſs, 
Satan will accuſe withall, 
And the Conſcience witneſs.” 


You cannot, my dear Friend, ſuppoſe it 
a difficult Matter for Sara to perſuade 


ſuch, at leaſt at Times, that Gop has for- 


ſaken them, and given them up to their 


own Vileneſs: and conſequently co impreſs 
the Imagination with the moſt terrifying 


Ideas of his Vengeance, eſpecially as they 


are not able to diſtinguiſh between; the Sug- 
geſtions of *SATAN, and their aun native 


Thoughts. r . 


To reafon with, or attempt to comfort 
ſuch Perſons; is almoſt in vain: becauſe 


they ſuppoſe their Caſe peculiar, and that 


no one was ever like them, unleſs deſerted 
| and 
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and caſt off by the Loxp; if indeed they 


meet with, or hear of any whoſe Experience 


bears, or has borne, a Similarity with theirs, 
the poor diſconſolate Heart, receives a 
gleam of Hope; but nothing can remove 
their Diſtreſs, till the Lord lifes up the 
Light of his Countenance upon them, and 
Turns the Shadow of Death mio the Morning. 
It has been objected againſt calling ſuch 
a State as this, a State of Temptation; that 
it is inconceivable how SATAN can gain ac- 


ceſs to our Spirits, fo as to give Motion to 


our Thoughts, and make Impreſſions upon 
our Imaginations : ſuch Objectors therefore 
plead, that this Diſtreſs muſt ariſe from 


meer natural Cauſes ; fuch as bodily Dil- 


orders, affecting or deranging the Mind: 
that if the Cauſe can be removed by Medi- 
eine the Effect will ceaſe. 

That bodily Diſorder may be the Cauſe 


of Melancholy or Madneſs, I can readily ; 


agree: but at the ſame Time, I plead that 
Perſons melancholy or mad, are tenacious 
of the Thoughts which feed their Diſorder : 
but the Tempted would gladly get rid of 
his, he hates and abhors thoſe evil Thoughts 


_- whichariſe in his Mind, and endeavours to 


put them away: he prays and ſtrives againſt 
V 
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them with all his Might: that bodity Diſ- 
order may ſometimes be the Cauſe, is not 
diſputed, but it is only a ſecondary one, and 
by which the Tempter gains an Advantage. 

It is argued, that it is inconceivable how 
the Enemy of Souls can have acceſs to our 
Spirits. I argue in return, that for a Thing 
to be inconceivable, does not diſprove its 
Reality ; we know ſo little of the Nature of 
Spirits, that it is no Wonder we ſhould be __ 
unable to deſcribe their Mode of Oppera- 
tion: we know, that is, every ſerious Perſon 
does know, that in found Health and good 
animal Spirits, oftentimes. Thoughts which 
we hate, and which diſtreſs and terrify us, 
arife in the Mind ; but we are able to reſiſt 


them and they paſs away, we cannot ſup- 


poſe them to ariſe from ourſelves, becauſe 
they ſhock us with their Contrariety, even 
to our natural Inclinations. It is eaſy then 
to conceive that the Effect of ſuch Thoughts 
muſt be greatupon a weak and fickly Mind. 

If bodily Diſorders were the ſole Cauſe 
of the Diſtreſſes we are treating of; the Re- 
moval of theſe Diſtreſſes would be analogous 
with the Removal of their Cauſe, which is 
gradual ; but the Contrary. is generally the 


Caſe; the Deliverance is moſtly ſudden and 


offs 
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inſtantaneous, as if the Lorp deſigned to 


bar all Diſpute of its being his own Work. 
If I may be allowed to conjecture what 


are -SaTAn's Ends and Deſigns in theſe 


Temptations, I ſuppoſe them to be the 
Following: To drive the Tempted to ſeek 
Relief by unlawful Means—to confirm the 
Report of the Ungodly, that Religion is a 
- melancholy Buſineſs, and thereby deter and 

frighten them from ventering upon it, and 
to ſtagger the Faith even of the Godly 
themſelves. 

If it be aſked why the Loꝝn permits any 
of his Children to be thus tempted ; I an- 
_"ſwer, from the general Tenor of Scripture, 
that it is for the Trial of their Faith. Four 


important Ends are anſwered by this Trial; 


Soy is glorified in his Faithfulneſs to his 
Promiſe, in not ſuffering” his Saints to be 
Fempted more than they can bear, and in every 


= & Femplalion making a Way for their Eſcape. ? 
BO "Secondly, Gov is glorified in the Fidelity 


2 and Love of his tried Servants, whom no 
HFHardſhips can fright, or turn away from 
the Path of Holineſs. Thirdly, Such Tri- 
als tend much to the future Steadineſs, 
- "Comfort, and Uſefulneſs of Saints. Peter 


Toft Nothing by being ſifted in Sarax's 
| S1EV=; 
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Srevx; but his Temerity and Self-conft- 


dence. And Fourthly, It is the ſore Mor- 


tification and Vexation of SaTan, to be 


foiled and trodden down, by thoſe he ſeeks 


to deſtroy. Diſappointed Malice ſuffers 


the ſevereſt Pangs. I ought to add a Fifth, 
The Sovd or Hzaven will be, They over- 


came him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by 


the Word of their Teflimony. 
Well, my dear SynTyYcus, you ſee the 


Way to Heaven is not only ſtrait and nar- 


row, but to ſome of the Loxb's Servants, 


it is peculiarly rugged: Be not diſcouraged: 


but learn to endure Hardneſs as a good Soldier 


, Jesus CurisT ; for though Affliction for 


the Preſent is grievous, it worketh out for us a 


far more exceeding and eternal 7eigÞi of Glory. 
Ponderous Crowns are reſerved in Heaven 


for tempted Saints: if ſuch have the bit- 


tereſt Lot on Earth, they will have the 
* brighteſt Crowns in Heaven, and approach 


neareſt in celeſtial Splendor to the Cap Ax 


of their Salvation, who was himſelf made 
perfect through Sufferings. 


The Morning being comę, C 1 
looked back, and had a more perfect View 


of the Dangers he had paſſed through. No- 
thing, my dear Friend, ſo mueh affects . _ 


the Af. 


# 
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che Mind of a Believer, as a Retroſpect of 


his Way, it affects him with Gratitude and 
Wonder. The Command to Iſrael was, 
Thou ſhalt: remember all the Way which the 
Lord thy Gop hath led thee, theſe forty Years 
in the Wilderneſs, to humble thee, and to prove 
. thee, to know what was in thine Heart, whether 
_ thonwould keep bis Commandments or no. Such 
a Retroſpect, is the brighteſt Comment on 


thoſe Words, who are kept by the Power of 


Cop through. Faith unto Salvation. 

- The Seaſon of Deliverance from great 

Temptation, is not an Exemption from 

other Difficulties. Watchfulneſs and Prayer 
are ſtill neceſſary: the Pilgrim's Way, after 
the Sun aroſe, was, if poſſible, more dan- 
gerous than before; ſet full of Snares, 
a Traps, Gins, Nets, &c. that had it been 
Dark, if he had had a thouſand Souls, they 
had in Reaſon been caſt away; but the Sun 
, was riſen: you remember, SyNTYcHs, that 


9 though the Sun was riſen, our Pilgrim was yet 


in the Valley of the SHapow or DEATH, a 
State of accumulated Trouble and Afflic- 
tions. It is ſaid, Many are | the. Troubles of 
the Righteous. Now every Species of Trou- 
ble has its peculiar Snares and Difficulties; 
and; it ne, from our Author's . 


221 


CCW 


1 1 1 

as if he thought, that the Tribulations which 
ſometimes befall us about worldly Things, 
are more dangerous to our Souls than the 
Temptations of SaTAN : for ought I know, 


he may be right, becauſe theſe Things 


moſt powerfully ſtrike our Senſes, which 
are our moſt vulnerable Parts ; but the 
Preſence of Gop, keeps us alive to Courage, 
Watchfulneſs, and Patience. How precious 
therefore that Promiſe, I wil lead the Blind 
by a Way which they know not, I will lead 
them in Paths which they bade not known : I 
will make Darkneſs Light before them, and 
crooked Things flrait : theſe Things will I ds 
unto them, and not forſake them, ſaith the LorD, 

The Cave of Porz and Pacax, at the 
End of the Valley—the Blood, Bones, Aſhes, 
and mangled Bodies of Men, are to remind 
us how much greater the Trials of thoſe 
who have gone before us were, in Com- 
pariſon of ours : beſides, the Temptations 
of SATAN, and the Troubles of the Fleſh ; 
they jeoparded their Lives for CHRIST: 


Providence remits us that Part of the 


Croſs at preſent. Paganiſm is dead here, 


and Popery old, and crippled : - No» 


thing remains but the hiſtorical) Monu- 
ments of their cruel Maſlagrees. Alas! 1 
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dear Country ! would to Gop it could not 
be ſaid to thee, ſince the Departure of Pa- 
ganiſm and Popery ; The Blood of the Iuno- 
cent is found in thy Skirts, not by a ſecret 
Search; but upon thy Princes, Pries, and 

Rulers. Let us draw a Veil over the-In- 

famy of ProTEsTanT PERSECUTION, at leaſt 

for the preſent, and bleſs Jenovan, who 
bas broken the Arrow and the Bow. 
- To the Conduct of his Grace, I com- 
mend my dear Friend, wiſhing him the 
Divine Preſence in Proſperity and Adverſi ty. 
wo remain his a 


AxpRoxicus. 


LETTER XII. 


O have Commutilgi with Saints i in 
"Ordinances, is a bleſſed Privilege, 
Nuk entitled to a gracious Promiſe. 
Wherever two or three, ſays the Redeemer, 


are gathered together in my Name, there-am 1 


i the Miu of them, This Privilege tends 


f much 
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much to general Edification, Comfort, and 
Inſtruction: but there are Circumſtances 
ariſing in our Chriſtian Courſe, which we. 
cannot bring forward before a religious 
Society; in which, nevertheleſs, we need 
Counſel and Aſſiſtance. 
Our gracious Maſter has ſet us a pattern . 
of Conduct in this Reſpect. It is to attach 
ourſelves to one or more, whoſe Properties 
and Diſpoſitions are ſuch, that we can cor- 
dially and unreſervedly, unite with them 
in cloſe and intimate Friendſhip. Jxsus 
loved all his Diſciples, he loved them ten- 
derly: but there were a few who a 
to have been diſtinguiſhed from the reſt, 
by a cloſe and intimate Friendſhip. Now 
Jrsus toved Martha, and ber Siſter, and La- 
%ar43.” "Theſe appear to have been a happy 
Family in one another; united in Bonds of 
- Tacred Friendſhip, as well as the Ties of 

Blood; and peculiarly happy in having 
their great Maſter a Party in their Friend- 
ſhip.” Theſe Siſters, therefore, when their 
Brother Lazarus was fick, ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to Jrsus, couched in Terms, which 
on y the ſtricteſt Friendſhip, and cloſeſt In- 
timacy would admit of: Lonp, be whom 
25 ep ms fick. Wa key: WG 
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Ihe Recorder of this ſacred Friendſhip, 
as if emulous that Mankind to the End of 


the World ſhould know- that his Heart 


was attached to Jzsus, by every poſſible 


Bond; informs us, at the Cloſe of his Goſ- 


pel, that he himſelf was emphatically diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the Appellation of h Diſciple 
whom IEsus loved: and by the peculiar 


Circumſtance of occupying the Place of 


ſpecial Intimacy, that of Leaning on the 
Lokp's Breaſt at Supper, and taking the 
Liberty to aſk a Queſtion which none of 
the other Diſciples preſumed to afk, though 


they wiſhed to do it: Lonp, which ts he 
that betrayeth thee 2 


The Goſpel, while it opens the Heart 


with a Divine Philanthropy towards all 


, and unites. the Hearts . of Be- 


lievers i in pure Affection, for their Re- 


deemer's Sake does not forbid—ſays No- 
. thing to diſcourage,. but rather offers Mo- 


tives for cloſe, particular, perſonal Friend- 
| a} | 16, amongſt. Individuals: .. the Maſter 


himſelf has ſanctified the Trete by his 


 omn Example. 
I + The Benefits of Friendſhip are great and 


many: half the good Things that are done 


in 0 World, ariſe from «th Particular 
Likings 


re . 
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Likings and Regards that Men have for 
ene another. David had not eſcaped being 
deſtroyed by Saul, if Fonathan had not loved 
him as his own Soul. 

The Bleſſings of Chriſtian Friendſhip 
are ten thouſand fold. For as Iron ſbarp- 
eneth Iron, fo dab a Man the Countenance of 
bis Friend by hearty Counſel. Cordial Aﬀec- 
tion, and unreſerved Confidence, opens 
the Way to, and impells the Parties to a 
peculiar'Fellowſhip in each other's Joys and 
Sorrows, and forms their Hearts to mutual 
Endeavours towards each other's Welfare, 
in all Things both ſpiritual and temporal. 
My Heart. retains the pleaſing Remem- 
brance, of the dear and valuable Benefits 
it enjoyed in - Friendſhip with SywrTvcnr, 
when Providence placed our Habitations 
nearer each other; and now, I bleſs Gop 
for the Conſolation I receive from his Let- 
ters, in theſe Days of Darkneſs and Afflic- 
tion ; Days of Sorrow which almoſt over- 
whelm me. 

Our Pilgrim finds" a Friend and Com 
panion in bis beloved FarTrrvr : and our 
Author, by lecting us hear their Converſa- 
tion, and ſce their affectionate Conduct to. 
ward each other, gives us a lovely Picture 

| 5 
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of that Fellow flip which Saints, enjoy whoſe 
Hearts are united to each other 1 in Bands of 
Amity. 

The Goſpel exhorts to Sp and 
Friendſhip: is. a; Spur to it. FarTurvr, 
though he ſet- out after  CunrI8TIAN, had 
out=gone him, and when the other firſt ſaw 
him; was conſiderably before him in the 
Way. Some of Gop's People grow faſter 
than others, either from their being more 
diligent, or meeting with fewer Hindrances. 
It is remarkable that FalTn HL ſtopped no 


uhere to reſt him, nor did he meet with 


any Conflicts that detained him long: He 
is the Characteriſtic of that ſtrong and 
ſteady Faith which holds on its Way with- 
out Intermiſſion: nor, when CHRISTIAN 
called after him, could he be induced to 
wait, though for the Bleſſing ofa Companion. 

Similarity in our Degrees in Grace is 


->..defirable, becauſe. Equality is the Soul of 


Union; but thoſe who are behind, ought 
| not to expect thoſe who. have ſurpaſſed 
them, either to ſtop, or come back for them: 
to condeſcend to, and bear with the In- 
firmities of the Weak; is one Thing, to 
ſink into their Weakneſſes is another. 
Falrnrur's Anſwer is in Point, “ No,“ 


fad 
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faid he,“ I am upon my Life, and the 
Avenger of. Blood is behind me.” We 


muſt therefore ſtrive to gain the Emi- 
nence of thoſe we wiſh to have for Com- 
panions ; and perhaps, like CurIsTLan, we 
may even exceed them. 

Alas! Sy Tryout, how many are our 
Dangers from this depraved Nature of ours: 
even our ſpiritual Attainments may become 
a Source of Vainglory. Humility is the 
Guard of every other Grace; but when we 
begin to think we are ſomething great, we 
are in danger of falling, if not already 
fallen. The grieved Spirit, withdraws his 
ſacred Influences, and to humble our Pride, 
leaves us to ourſelves. We ſtumble and 
fall, and are glad of the Comfort and 
Counſel, not only of thoſe our Emulation, 
has outſtripped, but even of the - weakeſt 
Believer, whoſe Attainments we have 
thought poor in Compariſon with our own. 

Accidents of this Kind, if I may preſume. 
to call them by that Name, often ſerve to 
temper our Spirits to that Pity, Patience, 
and Forbearance, neceſſary to walk as Com 
panions with others. When Fal THrUI had 
* helped up his fallen Brother, they went on 
ery lovingly together. Now let us attend 
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many Places Where it was new, beget a 
Deal of Converſation, ſeemingly in the 


: + | carnal Mind, efpecially Perſons of à ſoft 
and pliable, Diſpoſition, and conſequently, 


when Di 


T% 3 Our Lok ſays, The evil Spirit goets 


| fave FarTHeuL. So. have I known, my 


10 my on etal whence I came oui o he fe- 


ti) 
to their Converſation, arid firſt of the City 


of DesTrvcTION, from whence they came. 
Ihere was a great Talk in that City af- 
ter CHRISTIAN left it, of the Judgments 


that did hang over it; but none forſook it 


SYNTYCHE, the Preaching of the Word in 


Way of Approbation and Faith; but the 

Reſulr-ſhewed that but few believed it. No- 

tion and Faith are very different Things. } 
Next come we to Neighbour PLIABLE, who C 


told good CnrrsTIan © he ſhould poſlefs tl 


the brave Country alone for him.” A pliable th 


_ Diſpoſition is ſometimes an unprincipled ar 
one; which bends with the Times, and of- an 
den loſes its own Ends, which are Advantage, 

by doing ſo. To eſcape Wrath, and at- 


tain Glory, are Objects that may attract a 


they begi 9 Profeſſion of Religion; but 
culties and Trials come in the 

Way of the alluring Bleſſings, they fil 
out of Man — but, be ſaith, I will returk again 


aura 
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_ lurneth, and taketh to. bimſelf ſeven other Spi- 
rits more Wicked than himſelf, and they enter in 
and dwell there, ſo the laſt State of that Man is 
” worſe-than,, the firſt.; Thele Fools think to 
make their Peace with the World, by ſhew- 
ing a more than ordinary Diflike to Reli- 


gion. But the World always ſneers at an 
; abortive Undertaking, whether it is friend- 
i ly or inimical to the Object purſued. | 

2 It is therefore a juſt Judgment of Gop.. 


1 to give up the PL1auLEs to the Contempt 


which their Cowardice deſerves. J ESUS, 
10 Cuxisr does not conceal the Croſs from ̃ 
85 the Eyes of Men, if they will not ſee it fill 


le they feel it, who is to blame ? His Words 
ed are plain I bosse ver auth not bear his Groſs 
f- and come after me, cannot-be my Difeipte. For 
ge, bie of you intending to build a Towe r Peth 
at- not down firſt and connteth the Coft;" z&bert ber 
ca be bave ſufficient te finih it, left bapiy, -afteribe 

oft bath %aid the Foundation, and is nol able lo, 
ay, Wh {nib it; all that beheld it begin to mock bin. 
but /r, This Man began to build, and was nat 
the e 4% fut. Bunyan's PLiaBie went" 

fall back at the iu Rub: others may bear a 
oth MW {ev more, and yet go back: be it ſooner 

pain or later, it matters not, the Apoſtate will 

„- ect: with Contempt in this World, and 
wjh, Condemnation i in the next. 


. 
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Let us, Srxrvenr, count the Coſt: it 
is true, we have ſtood ſome Bruſhes, and 
your AnDRoN1CUs has ſtood ſome that has 
tried his Strength, and left conſiderable 
Scars and Wounds upon him. What then? 
we have not yet finiſhed our Warfare, and 
what we have yet to meet with, Gop only 
Knows. Let us, I ſay; count the Coſt: Have 
we ſufficient to finiſh? If we have nothing 
but Nature's Strength, our Doing will ſoon 
be done; but if we can ſay, The Logo Je- 
HOVAH it my Strength, let us go forward and 
ſing, J He alſo is become my Salvation. 
cc Jeeves, 1 hang upon the Word. 
2 * My teeble Soul has heard from thee ; 
Be mindful of thy Promiſe Lox, / 
hy Promiſe made to ſuch, as me, 


« To ſuch as Sion' 8 Paths purſue, . 
Who dare believe that Gop is true.“ 


It is profitable to converſe about Others, 


when we do it in a proper Spirit, and the m 
"Uſe we make of it, is to note, what hinder- di 
ed the Intention of aſſuming a Profeſſion fal 
from becoming effectual; or if aſſumed, what ore 
occaſioned Shipwreck of Faith and ef a god il 
" Conſcience ? Scripture has recorded many Wit 
Things for our Warning and Example: we by 

1 


may follow ita Pattern, and improve the 
| | PETERS TY. 2 ATION Things 


4 


[ 147 ] 
Things that have fallen within our own 
Knowletge'in-the ſame Way. 


But the ſweeteſt and moſt inſtructive 


Converſe is, when Friends in Ixsus freely 


relate to each other, the Secrets of theit 


Hearts the Temptations they have met 
with in the Way how they were put to 
it by then what they ſuffered and how 
they eſcaped. Believe me, Sv Nr cH, thete 
are Matters, not to be communicated to 
every wayfaring Man who wears a Pil 
grim's Garb: T myſt know the Man to 
whom I tell the Secrets of my Heart, and 
be known of him: much Miſchief has been 
done by experimental Converſation with 
improper Perſons, who have turned th Ri- 
dicule, what proper Perſofis would have 
improved to Edification. I would talk, 
Srxrycht, of the Db&rin&s" and Com- 
mandrnents of the Box, with all who are 
diſpoſed to converſe of them but I will 
talk of my Experience, and open m Se- | 
eres. only to the Friends of my Heart. 
Lam ſtruck wir that ſweet Jene 
with. which FarrrUT relates his. Expe- 
nence to Cuntsrlax: but thus it Would 8 


de done, or not at all; and I cannot help 


remarking from the Nirute of f that is, 
85 | 'G 9 Fern 
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Fairurut's Temptations, that our Author 
deſigns to give us the peculiar Trials of 
Saints called i in early Life, while they are 
ſubject to all the Propenſities of Youth: 
but let us hear him. 

His firſt Trials were from the Losrs of 
the FLesn, than which perhaps Nothing is 
more enſnaring to the Soul, perplexing to 
the Conſcience, or difficult to overcome. 
Hence the Exhortation, Beware of fle/k!y 
Lufls which war againſt the Soul. They 
promiſe much Content and Satisfaction, 
and apply to Feelings and Inclinations 


which are almoſt irreſiſtable; nay, I may 


_ fay, without Grace entirely ſo. But how 
did Farrarur eſcape? It'was by Faith: 
for he remembered and Believed the old 
Writing, which ſays of the. Harlot, Her 
Steps take bold of Hell, ſo he followed that 
old Example, 7 bave made a Covenant with 
my Eyes : xuherefore ſhould I look upon a Maid. 

Not only the Luſts of Uncleanneſs, but 
the many Things which . to 
the carnal Appetite, preſs hard upon the 
youthful Mind. Youth is a Period adapted 
to reliſh and enjoy ibe Lufts of the Fleſh, 
the Lufts of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life: 

that Seaſon of om ng inclined to the 
- Things 
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Things of the , Adam. Eaſe, Pleaſure, 
Honour, and Profit, have alluring Aſpects: 
riper Ages of Life ſelect their particular 
Idols; but Youth graſps at them all. No 
Wonder FAlTnrul at firſt found an Incli- 
nation to go with the Or» Max: and 


when at laſt he rejected him, felt ſuch a - 


deadly Twitch of his Fleſh, that he thought 
the OLD Max had pulled Part of him aſter 
himſelf. 

Io avoid the Imputation of being er 
of Pleaſure more than Louers of Gop; to deny 
Ourſelves of worldly Delights, when they 
would impede our Courſe to Heaven; is 
no eaſy Matter: it is often like pulling the 
Fleſh from the Bone, or as Jxsus has ex- 


preſſed - it, plucking oat the right Eye, and 


cutting off. the right Hand: yet this, it they 


offend, muſt be done, if e would enter into 
Life. There is no compromiſing Matters, 


V that is the Friend of the World, is the Ene- 


my of Go: therefore. it is ſaid, Love not the 
Morid. nor the Things of the World, for where 
e ene ee W 
ther is not. 8 - 
As every ae bee its Papen ie to 
particular Things, ſo every Age of a Be- 


Wc; is Jad to. Conflicts with the Ozp 
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Me, about. ome, of his Properties: he 
who. ig ſubdued becames 2 Slape, and he 
who refills, crics, O retabed Man vb 1 
am for he ſorely feels the Law in his Mem- 


bers warring againſt the Law of his Mind. 
Let unleſs we put of the. old Man with bis 
Deadi, which, are corrupt according to the de- 


ceitful Luſts : we cannot put an ibe new Man, 
which after Goo bs crealed in | Righteauſucſ 


and true Holineſs. 


. How, often may we. ſay to Profeſſors, 
Mur art thay, a: King's Sou, lean from Day 10 
Days that emaciated Carcals of Religion 
which they! bear about with them, plainly 
indicates the Nature of their Diſorder: that 


the Love of n og 


put: the vital Powers of Gadlineſs. 


enn you; Pelf, of Pleaſure? 
Fuck right Eyes; with right Hands Hark ö 
ak your Conſcience, n 1 
* de wird eee : 
it, 5 


| * Give the'fawning Foe no cre 
Lo! the bloody Flag's unfurl'd : © © 


. * * 


hat haſe Heare, che Word bas ltd it, 
Loyes not Gon. n 


Temptations to indulge the Fleſh, af 
with peculiar Force, when Difficulties are 
before us. It is natural to prefer Eaſe to 
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is the Preference uplawful, when Eaſe and 


Enjoyment, reſult from the | proper Uſeofthe 


Bounfies of HxavxxN: It is when they are 
preferred. to Cuzisr, and to our Dury; 
when we turn from the Way of the Logs, 


to avoid the Croſs : then we proyoke the 


Eyes of a jealous. Gov, who ſays, My. Son, 
groe me thy Heart, and let thine Eyes ob/e 
Hay. It was at the Foot of the Hi 
Dirricutyr that Farrurul was accoſſed 
by ApaM the fil. 2 
I have ſaid, my dear Friend, that we 
provoke the Eyes of a jealous Gop by our 
Carnality : the Conſequences of his Reſent- 
ment, is wirhdrawing his Preſence; the 
Wanderings of the Heart, its ſecret Inclin- 
ings to Sin, draws a Veil over our Eviden- 
ces, and brings Guilt upon our er | 
The Commandment comes. with its awful 
Sanctions ; Sin revives and the Sinner dies, 
The convincing Power of the Law is dread- 
ful when it ſmites the Conſcience for p 
ticular Sins ; ; but "when its Spi iran 
pierces to our Spirits, brings home 2 
Curſe to the Tage of 4 Fooliſpneſs as K in; 


involves us in one g 

which deſtroys our lope, at. leaſt for à 

Time, till che Loa appears for our | Refi 
2" 204 -— "Wl 


t Idea of Viiery, 5 
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and holy. 


1 
Nothing but a freſh Sight of Cuz1sr, a 
© new View of him by Faith, as the End of the 
Laue for Righteouſneſs, can renew our Hope: 
we fall like Farrurui under the repeated 
Strokes of the accuſing and condemning 
Law, which denies us every Proſpect of 


Merey, and places Nothing but Condem- 


nation and Death before our Eyes. It is 


Cnklsr alone as the Law's Fulfiller, that 
becomes our Deliverer from Guilt and 


Bondage, 


Guilty and vile before my Gov « 


** 


1 dread the Vengeance of thy Rod; 
Thy Juſtice dreadful Glory claims 
And bids me ſink to endleſs Flames. 
- , * Jeavs, to thee alone I fly, 
And wilt thou let a Sinner die? 
hy tender Heart will ſure forgive, : 
= And let a guilty Rebel live.“ = 
Though Conviction of Sin by the few 
is Gop's firſt Work upon the Heart, to 
drive us out of our natural State-and Con- 
dition, and to cauſe us to fly to CHRIST for 
Refuge; it does not then ceaſe: it is neceſ- 
ſary we ſhould ſee and feel deeply the Vile- 
neſs of our Hearts, and total Depravity of 
Nature >. that we may prize the Goſpel 
more, and become more watchful, humble, 
Our firſt Convictions ſeldom 
| | © Feach 
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reach ſo deep a as this: the Lord therefore, 
in Conſequence of Tranſgreffion, or Back- 
ſliding, brings us under a Second, perhaps 
repeated Law Works, till fully convinced 
of what we are by Nature as well as Prac- 
tice, our Hearts are cured of two Evils; 
Legality, and Careleſſneſs. Many of the 
People of God have found theſe after Viſits 
of the Law more terrible byfar than the firſt, 


P confels, SyNTYCHE, that Iam much & | 


a Lofs to account'for Farrurvr.s paſſing 
the Houſe Beavrieur, the Reaſon puzzles; 
« it was about Noon, and much of the 
Day was before him.” This Metaphor 
ſeems to indicate, a Meridian Time of Goſ- 
pel Light and Comfort; and to me it ap- 
pears ftrange, that a Believer ſo bleſſed, 


ſhould negle& the Fellowſhip and Ordi- 
nances of, the Goſpel. Many 8 througn 


Fears and Doubts have hung back, and 


thaught they had no Right to thoſe Pri- 


vileges; but no Doubts could be u on the 
Mind of one w alking i in the Light of Gop! $ 


 Copntenance:" All I can learn from it is, 


wat fome of God's Children do not ſee all 


their Privileges, nor attend to all their Du- 


ties. Mr. 'Buxyax neither commends nor 
blames the Conduct of Fatrürut: Het ir- 
13 4 11 6 8 | gd ee 
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deed makes CIT tell Rim; nt he 
would have bęen vr if be bel 0 
otherwiſe. 3 
But it is Time to cloſe this Leven hich 
I will do, by commending my dear WS 
for, 8 ſecking 3, Place in the Houſe 
nd a Participation. of his Ordinances, 
Ct to ill, that Place with Credit to 
Religion. Be an Example of regular and 
devout, Attendance on all the Means of 
| Grace; and may the GOD af Ordinances 
meęt and bleſs you in his own. Ways, is Uh | 
Prayer of thy. affectionate / Je 28w Ii 
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JT» was SOME? in by Cs 5 when 


2 ſpeaking of the Valley of HUMILIATION, 

that Paul neyer appeared more glorious in 
the ian Character, than when he aid, 
TY | bre learned in whatever State Lam, there- 
f wil ta be content. With him it was an 


e n ee with (.- 
emen 


— 


e 


ful in 2 


1 
tentment is great Gain; for ſays he, Me brought 


Nothing into the World with us, and it is cer- 


tain we can carry Nothing out, and baving 
Food and Raiment, let us be therewith content. 
A Mind contented with its Lot, is inyul- 
nerable to moſt of the Temptations of the 


DxviIL, and to a/ the Temptations of the 


World. A low or humbled Eſtate, is that 
in which this Grace is moſt neceſſary, be- 
cauſe it affords moſt apparent Reaſons for 
Diſcontent, and perhaps I ſhall not err, if 
I fay, that of all the Graces which adorn the 
Chriſtian Character, there is leſs to be d 
of this; than of any other. 3 
To be content when we have all Things, 
and abound is Nothing very excellent; 
yet ſome are ſo attrocioully wicked as to be 
diſcontented even then: But to be content 
in ſtraitneſs and meanneſs of Circumſtances 
argues that the Mind is either loſt to Senſi- 
bility, or is poſſeſſed of ſomething which 


is able to ſupport it. The Former is the 


Caſe of many of the Wieked io ſeem chear- 
t Wretchedneſs; the Latter 
is ſometimes, the Caſe of a Few of the Peo- 


ple of GOD, I ſay ſomeritmes, becauſe the Ry 


moſt | Steady; are taconſtant.c I ſay alſo a 


Feug far the greater Part are a murmuring 
24 TH 2 05 A Generation, 


A 1 


- 
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Generation. - Thoſe Few, to ſay the leaſt 


of them, give Proof that they believe the 
Wifdom, Goodneſs and Love of Gov, that 
they ſurrender themſelves upto his Direc- 
tion, and are ſubmiſſive to his Will. Theſe 


hunible Souls are precious in the Sight of 


the Lorp, and it would be almoſt endleſs 


to point out the numerous Paſſages of his 


Word, in which he exprefles for them, his 
warmeſt Approbation. 

The Advantages of the Humble and 
Content, in point of Happineſs, are ſuper- 
lative: they eſcape the Pangs, Anxicties, 


and Sorrows of the Diſcontented. A faith- 
ful Gop twill keep them in perfef? Peace, whe/e 


Minds are flayed on him, becauſe they truſt in 
him, They dare believe that God can, and 


VIII give Bread in the Wilderneſs, and ſpread 


a Table for them in the Deſert. Bread there- 


Fore jt all be given them, and their Water tall 


be ſure, - or their Eyes behold the King in his 


A "EN Frame of Mind which bring 
fo much Glory to Gov, and Peace to Man, 
is an Object of Særax's peculiar Hate. He 


labours, if poſſible, to prevent or ſpoil it. 
Fairurul no ſooner enters the Valley of 
6 HoMrthamion, 128 he meets with Dis- 


CON TENT, 
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CONTENT, who would perſuade him to go 
back. Oh, my SYNTYCar, may the Gon of 
all Grace enable us to repulſe DisconTenT 
as FAITHFUL did. We ſhall, if we can be 
content with ſuch Things as we have: and be- 
lieve, that tbe LorD will never leave nor for- 
ſake us. This is the Arcana of Happineſs, 
with reſpect to temporal Things. 
DiscoxrExr is an Enemy the more dan- 
gerous, becauſe it is the Teſs ſuſpected. 
Many give Way to it, who would ſtart at 
other Evils; nay, indulge in it, without 
ſeeming to conſider it finful: indulge to 
ſuch Extremes of Fretfulneſs, as to render all 
around them miſerable. A Chriſtian hav- 
ing committed his All to Jesvs, is in Duty 
bound to rely on his Protection, to acquieſce 
in his Diſpoſals, and believe that the LoRp 
can, and will chooſe better for him than he 
could chooſe for himſelf. * | 
« Why then ſhould we murmur and grieve, 


Since Jz8vs is always the fame? 
« He promiſes never to leave _. . | 
The Soul that confides in his Name, © 
Jo fave us from all that we fear, 
Himſelf he reſign d to be lain; 
* We truſt that he ſtill will appear 
Io cheiiſh and comfort * 1 


9 While here in an Enemy's Land 
We cannot be always at Thien, 
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00 * If }zsvs our Friend is at Hand, 


Pl , We ſure ſhall have timely. Releaſe, 
Ere long he will bid us remove 


ra pn Regions of Sorrow and Grief; 


Jo reſt in his Preſence above, 
And give us eternal Relief.“ 


Me paſs on to the Trial of Trials, if1 F may 
be allowed ſuch a Form of Expreſſion ; that 


is, the Temptation to be aſhamed of Ixsus 
and his Ways. The Account which 


FatTHFUL gives us of Sha, is beautifully 


| Juſt and natural, and the Deſcription he 


gives of the many Aſſaults of this Syaur, 
Gmc with the Experience of all who 


have taken up the Croſs of Cuxlsr, in a 


A greater or leſs Degree. The Temptation 
to Shame, is more gr leſs powerful and 
[ome 28 8 to Time and Circum- 


ances. Apoſtles were made Specfacles 
to the World, i Angels and Men, PA, 3 ounted 


- as the Filth of the Warld, and the Officourin 


of all-T bings; and in Times of great Op- 
poſition to Religion, this is the Caſe, with 


all who walk. faithfully . and holy. How 


hard for Men of Senſibility, to ſtand the 
Shock of univerſal Scorn and Contempt 


without a Bluſh? A Believer fituated ina 


wicked Famil, finds it hard to > bear the 
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Jecrs and Saoffs of thoſe that reproach: Re- 
ligion but the greateſt Difficulty of all; is 
to encounter Ridicule when pointed with Wit 
and Satyr. SHAME has therefore made more 
Apoſtates than any other Temptation hat- 
ever. Juſt is the Obſervation of FarTHpuls 
that we muſt cry to him for Help, who will 
have us to be valiant for Truth upon the 
Earth, for unleſs his Spirit engraves upon 
your Hearts, He that is aſbamed of mec before © 
Men, of him will. 1 be aſhamed befare my Far 
ther and bis holy Angels. the finfuli Blaſh. will 
ſuffuſe. our Countenances, and we ſhall 
car conceal our Proſeſſion. 1585 
So perfectly has Faurnrul deſcribed 
the Operations of. Shame, and the , beſt 
Means of repelling its Attacks, that it would 


beſuperflupusto ſay more upon the Sabjet 


The cuxſory Manner .in-which,Fazzys 
ru. mentions. the Reſt of his Journey, until 


Chriſtian overtook him, only obſerving that 


he had Sunſhine all the Way, ſhews thas 
thoſe Trials, though great in themſelves, 
as the Valley oſ the,SHapow oHDRAARH muſt 
be; are Lights to Faith, if we age favoured 
with the ſpecial-Preſence of Gong and: ap+ 
peas hardly worth mentioning +1 
When the Churches have Penta the 
Path. .of Profeflion. is wide enough Bt all 
WT; ts 
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Sorts of Profeſſors; becauſe the Form of 
Godlineſs expoſes them to no Danger. 
Permit me, SyNTYcCus, to introduce you to 
the Company and Acquaintance of a Gen- 
tleman of very ſpecious Appearance and 
conſiderable Abilities. He. is a Member 
of a very numerous Family, all the Indi- 
viduals of which have a ſtrong family Like- 
a both in Features and Diſpoſitions. 


This numerous Family is diſſeminated 


abroad far and wide: ſcarce a religious So- 
ciety but bas one or more of them in it; 
and as I make no doubt ſome of them may 
_ dwell in your Neighbourhood; you ſhall 
attend to the Diſcourſe between this 
Man and Falrurut, which together with 
CuxtsrIAx“ 8 Ctlaracter of him, will ena- 
ble you to form a proper judgment of his 
Brethren. When you have attended to 
theſe Things, we will make our Remarks. 


Well, my dear Friend, you have attend- 


ed: we will now talk of this Family between 
Ourſel ves, conſidering this Mr TALKATIVE, 
"as the Architype of the whole Race. Begin 
we: with his Deſcription” and Character: 
for as L ſaid, the ieee runs Ferien 
the whole Kindred. 

1735 TaTLxATIVE was tall; wy more ge 


_ a e than near! This is the Ca 
05 Re with 


: 5 + I 
HE 


r AW 


| 7: 
with many Profeſſors, whoſe religious Ap- 


pearance is ſhewy ; they appear zealous in 
attending Public Worſhip, and frequent 
other religious Meetings, where their ap- 
parent Devotion and Attention, if one 
ſearches no further, gives one the Idea of a 
warm hearted and ornamental Chriſtian. 

| Gifts of Underſtanding and Tongue, 
abound in theſe Profeſſors : by hearing 
and reading the Word, and by the Help 
of a good Memory, they treaſure up Know- 
ledge, with which they make a Figure, and 
paſs. for Perſons of extraordinary Attain- 
ments. The Doctrinal Parts of Religion, 
with the uſual Arguments by which they 
have been ſupported, is their Fort. They 


are ſkilled in all the Terms and Modes of 


Expreſſion, that have been uſed by the moſt 
famous and popular Preachers and Writers 
of their Day. Nor do they fail to get a 
Smattering of the Language of 84 


1 Chriſtians. 


With this Furniture, their Torynith are 
a perpetual Larum in the Company of re. 


ligious Perſons, where they are not only 


fond of promoting religious Subjects, but 
nearly engroſs the whole Cotiverſation ta 
Themſelves. l ; 68 

| 1 CRI 
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CurrsTian's Account of TALKATIVE: is 
true: fond of Prating they are for any Com- 
pany, and any Converſation, ſo they can 
but ſet their Tongues a going; but Reli- 
gion is their Favourite: ſeveral Times it 
has been my Lot, when neceſſity has obliged 


_ me to enter a Public Houſe; to find ſome 


one of theſe Gentry harangueing on religious 
Subjects to their fellow Sots, who gaped 
and ſtared with Aſtonifhment at the Pro- 
foundity of their Knowledge. | 
Folloi theſe Men imo private, or com- 
mercial Life, and there is not & Vice that 
can be named, but may be ſound among 
em, to the Scandal and Wie of the 
eligion they profeſs. 
15 Country Flac laces, where private Cha- 
racters are more vitible, than in populous 
Towns, the TaixAarives are more eaſily 
known, and good Men are aſhamed of them, 
wn them, and avoid their Be. 
but in in his Metropolis, there are Numbers, 
whoſe founding. Tongues, and tinkling 
PFhbraſes, enable them to impoſe on the 
Godly, and thereby paſs for Years as the 


moſt eminent of Saints, while the Word 


| kngys chem tg be Devils. 


Truly religious Perſons, as they are ; 


honeſt RI. think every Body elſe 


- who 


— 
— 
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nn be religious, muſt be ſo too, 
till being repeatedly deceived they become 
leſs Credulous. -» Many are ſo weak as to 
ſuppoſe that were there is a great deal of 
Talk, there muſt be a great deal of Grace: 
not con ſidering that 7 hing, without Liſe may 
give 1 gavat Sound, and that an Apoſtle has 
told us, that forme great and fine Talkers 
whoſe Tongues ſeem to be more than hu- 
man, are — Dang Brafe, and 

tinkling Cymbals. 5 71 ly non | | 
I have often wonderetl at the Succeluof : 
theſe Men in impoſing on ſome good Peo- 
ple, io in other Reſpects were very jus . 
dicious and difcerning: I would not be 
thought to arrogate to myſelf a Power of 
Judgment ſupertor to every ont elſe; nor 
Claim to the Giſt of Siu 
but che obtruſive Prate of theſe forward 

Talkers, affetts me as 4 0 
Piſtol would do: I am apprehenſſve f 
being robbed. They ſeem to demdkd ones 
Eſteem and Veneration for theif grent Ta- 
lents, Grace, and Knowledge : Beſide, there 
is a certait Empti neſs, and — 
attends their Volubility, by which I chink 
they might de felt and known. Human 
e eee eee 
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there are certain Sympathies in our Nature, 
by means of which, that which comes 
from the Heart, reaches to the Heart. 1 
mean if the Hearts be in uniſon. I have 
often therefore wondered, that the forward 
Prate of one whoſe Heart is empty of Re- 
ligion, ſhould give Pleaſure and Satis fac- 
tion to one who has taſted. 'thit the Lord is 
I am ren Srv that you may 
-oflibly tell me, that were .my Notions to 
prevail, they would open the Door to evil 
Surmiſings; and the Freedom of Chriſtian 
Fellowſhip would be deſtroyed: Nay, it 

would be a Blow at the Root of Chriſtian 
Love, by poiſoning the Heart with Suſpi- 
cions and Jealouſics of one another's Hy- 


pocriſy. I reply, my Friend, if Conſe- 


quences like theſe ſhould-follow,/ the Guilt 
and Blame be upon thoſe in whom they 
take Place: Wade. me nn the oe 
to myſelf vs, 


| is i Was: ng Mind io imbibe, e of 
any Perſon heing a mere Talker, from the 
SQauſes I have mentioned; and that Perſon 
was likely tobe my Companion in Profeſſion, 
I ſhould think it my Duty not to reſt in a 
State of Sulpenee, but unn "hm, 
l 1m, 


— 
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him, and ſuitable Enquiry after him, I 
would acquaint myſelf with his real Cha- 
racer, If upon Enquiry I found his Life 
was ornamental and holy, I would aſcribe. / 
my Su} ſpicions to ſome temporary Derange- 
ment in my Spirit, which prevented my 
favouring his Converſation: I would baniſh 
Suſpicion from my Heart, and confirm my 
Love towards him : and far from 
that J had ſuffered Suſpicions to ariſe, I 
ſhould rejoice' that I had ſearched, and 
found my Companion to be ſterling. - . 
Tell me, SyxTYcnE, would the ſuſpected 
Perſon be injured by my Suſpicions? would 
| he ſuffer any Loſs in Point of Chriſtian 
Fellowſhip? or be-derived of any Portion 
i bf Chriſtian Love? juſt the Reverſe :' he 
R would be a Gainer'in Al theſe Reſpects, and 
I, delivered from Suſpicions, the Riſing of 
[ which I could not prevent; ſhould feel my 


the Footing of a Brother in CyrIsT, . 

Now let us reverſe the Caſe, and ſuppoſe , 
that; by Watchfulneſs over him; and ſuit- 
able Enquiry concerning him, I found his 
Life at Varience with his Tongue, and a 
Scandal to Religion; I ſhould in this Caſe 
an have Reaſon to rejoice that I had fo 
95205 far 


Mind at Liberty to converſe with him on 


Wotld, wo know them, will ſay of thofe 
; A eee -becauſe 


[ 166 J 
far indulged my Suſpicions as to proceed 


to Proof; that Proof obtained, new Duties 


ariſe, as appears by Currsrran's Conduct 
s FarTHevL, and the Latter's Con- 
duct towards TATKATTVx. 

Io relate our Suſpicions of any one, to 
Others, before we have proved the Truth, 
or Falſehood of them; is no better than 
Whiſpering and Backbiting. This Con- 
duct, 1 confeſs, would be opening the Door 
to evi} ſurmiſing, it would deſtroy the Free- 
dom of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and be a Blow 
at the Root of brotherly Love: let us be- 


Aure offit as u Source of Miſchiefß arifing 


either from Weakneſs or Wickedneſs: let 
us check and reprove it, both in Ourſelves 
and Others. CHRTSTIAN acted otherwiſe, 
« T-have obſerved him,” ſaid he, “both at 
hotmne and abroad, and I know what I ſay 
of him is Truth.” From this Principle he 
warned FAa1THPUL, „This Fellow will be- 
guile with this Tongue of his, twenty of 
chem wWhD know him not.” Hut ſhould we 
füffer our Brethren to be beguiled by theſe 
vain” Talkers; and ungodly Livers the 
Credit of Religion would ſuffer; for the 


they 


cc 
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they know them not; Aye, aye, they 
are all alike: for theſe Reaſons we ſhould 
ſhun them Ourſelves, and warn Others to 
do fo too: we ſhould be aſhamed of bem, 
in order to make them aſhamed of Them- 


ſelves. 


Theſe Talkers deceive Themſelves as well 
as Others, for they ſuppoſe that Hearing and 
Saying, will make a good Chriſtian that 
holding orthodox Sentiments, and talking 
of them, conſtitutes Religion. How ex- 
cellently CHRISTIAN reaſons on the Sub- 


ject: “ Let us aſſure Ourſelves,” ſays he, 


« that at the Day of Doom, Men ſhall be 
judged according to their Fruit: it will 
not be ſaid then, Did you believe? but were 
you Doers or Talkers only?“ Did Profeſſors 
keep this Truth more in View, they would 
not only be leſs fond of fine tongued Men, 


with coarſe Lives, but leſs cenſorious of 


real good Men, who differ from them in 
mere Opinions. But to return; 

Before we reject them, it is our Duty to 
deal faithfully and roundly with them: I 
mean if they obtrude Themſelves upon us: 
otherwiſe, I do not know that we are to 
trouble either Ourſelves or them: we ſhould 
do this for two Reaſons ; that we may be 
7 * clear 


1 
clear of their Blood, and that they may not 
be able to ſay with Truth, that we reject 
them without Trial. 

What an excellent pattern of Soul-ſearch- 
ing and edifying Diſcourſe have we in 
FarTHruL's Manner of dealing with TAI R“ 
ATIVE : theſe Men. cannot bear to be 
brought to Appeals to Gop and Conſcience, 
about their Experience and Practice: by 
ſuch Diſcourſe therefore, we may ſoon de- 
liver Ourſelves from their Company and 
Converſation—their Pride is hurt by ſuch 
Diſcourſe, and their Jealouſy awakened, 
that their real Characters are known ; and 
finding that their Tongues have not attract- 
ed Eſteem and Admiration, nor are likely 
to do fo, they will leave you for the Com- 
pany of thoſe with whom they ſtand a you 
ter Chance. 

May Gov our "RAN deeply n 
his own divine Words upon our Hearts: 
If ye know theſe Things, happy are ye if ye do 
them. Let this lead us to cloſe and faith- 
ful Inveſtigation of our own! Walk and 
Converſation, and ſee to it that our Tem- 
pers and our Actions are agreeable to the 
Goſpel: to have a Capacity to talk on re- 
| om ee is a valuable Gift; if our 
| ire 
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[ 169 J 


Practice agree with our Diſcourſe ; but it is 
better to excel in real genuine Piety, than 
have the moſt ſplendid Gifts of the Tongue. 
That Gop may enable SyxTycne always 
to talk and live like a Chriſtian, is the 


ANDRONICUS. 


LETTER XV. 


T is worthy of Remark, my dear Friend, 
that though our Pilgrims are-paſt the 
Vallies of HumMiLt1artion and the SHapow 
or Darn; the Laſt of which is expreſsly 
called a Wilderneſs ; yet our Author de- 


ſcribes them now as going througha Wilder- 


neſs : to remind us, no doubt, that the beſt. 
Situations in this World, are to a Heart 
whoſe Treaſure is in Heaven, but a Wil- 
derneſs, when compared with the Canaan to 


which it is going: it produces not the MY 
Bread for which the Believer hungers; far -” i 
that, like the Manna of old, is given him 
from Heaven: it yields not the Water ſors... 
which he thirſts; for that he receives from 

+44 H Jesvs 


L199; 1 
Jssus, the Rock, whoſe Streams followed 
the Church through the Deſerts of Sinai: 
it has no Cities that can give him a com- 
fortable Reſidence; Gop has therefore 
prepared for him a City, which City he 
| ſeeks, and confeſſes himſelf to be a Stran- 


ger, and not of this World: a Pilgrim, who 

is travelling through it. ] 

« Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth, 

BA , _ *© Behold thy lowly Followers, Lozxp : Y 
«© Call'd to the Way by ſecond Birth, Y 

We yield Obedience to thy Word. t] 

* Thy Hand ſuſtains the Poor with Bread, C 

The Fainting cheers with Canaan's Wine, 

| The Meek thou wilt in Judgment lead, tl 
1 The Feeble bleſs with Love divine. m 
* Hoſanna to the Pilgrims Lox p; is 
He'll guard us to his Reſt above: 85 

« He is our Shield and great Reward : an 

« Hoſanna to the Gop of Love. 8 

Agreeable Converſation on a Journey, .C; 


*% beguiles the Time, makes the Way ſeem M 
||. ſhorter, and prevents Wearineſs. Such a ing 
Relief to the weary Mind, is Chriſtian ſur 
Converſation, particularly the narrative rl: 
© .. Kind of Converſation; for Narrative is al- Re 


ways entertaining. To relate our paſt Joys MW. ftai 
and Sorrows, our Doubts and Fears, with inſt 


their Solutions; our Dangers and Eſcapes; 1 


„ 
1 
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EN a 
our Temptations and Victories; our Afflic- 
tions and Deliverances; is both pleafing 
and inſtructive. Prudence however ſhould 
be uſed, with Regard to this Kind of Con- 

verſation; not to hold it in the Preſence of 


thole whoſe Hearts are Strangers to the 
Exerciſes of Chriſtians. 

It is true, we ought not to be aſhamed of 
what Gop has done for us: neither ought 
we to be proud of it: yet to talk of it in 
the Preſence of any Body, or every Body, 
ſeems to indicate a proud Wiſh to be thought 
the peculiar Favourites of Heaven, To 
make the beſt of it, it is giving that which 
is holy to Dogs, or caſting Pearls before 
Swine, who will trample them under Foot, 
and turn and rend you. Never be afraid, 
nor aſhamed, Syx TY chr to plead the 
Cauſe of Gop and Holineſs, in the Face of 
Men or Devils: but never dream of feed- 
ing- Hogs with Pearls ; or what is as ab- 
ſurd, of doing good to carnal Perſons by 
relating your Experiences before them. 
Reſerve theſe, for thoſe who can under- 
ſtand you, and who are capable of being 
inſtracted or encouraged by them. 

The Interview and Diſcourſe. betwixt 
EvanGeLiST and the Pilgrims, beautifully 

H 2 deſcribes 
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* dei is worſe than indifferent : his Heart riſes 
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deſcribes the twofold Uſe Believers loud 
make of the Goſpel; that of Retroſpection, 
and that of Proſpect: but mark, my Svx- 
TYCHE, the Salutations that commence the 
Interview: Peace, on the Part of the Goſ- 
pel ; ; and Aﬀection on the Part of the Pil- 
grims. 

When a carnal Man looks into the Goſ- 
pe], or hears it read or preached ; though 
Peace is the the Subject of it, he feels not 
the Bleſſing at his a and why ? be- 
cauſe his Heart ſees not, nor feels its 

Mretchedneſs, it therefore comes not home 

to him: He does not conſider any Thing it 

* ſays, as applicable to, or ſpoken to him, t 
but ſome one elſe: he reads or hears it, as 
a Man, who conceiving himſelf in Health, a 
would read or hear a medical Preſcription : | 
it is a Matter in which he has no Intereſt Wy) 
or Concern. The Whole, ſays Jesus, need fr 
not the Phyſician, but thoſe that are fick. He w 
cannot love the Goſpel, © he cannot fay, 
Welcome, welcome, my good EvAxcr- 
LIST.” At beſt he can but treat it with 


Indifference; but if its Light ſhould hap- 
pen to be troubleſome, as is the Caſe hen 
that Light ſhines in the Lives of Believers, 


in 


— oo” 


WB: 


in Rage and Malice againſt it, as we ſhall 


ſee by and by, when we arrive at VANITY 


FAIR. 

Not ſo, the Soul u ho is quickened from 
the Death in Treſpaſſes and Sins: alive to the 
Subjects the Goſpel treats of, as his only 
Hope; he hears or reads them as addreſſed 
to himſelf : the Bleſſings of the Goſpel {uit 
his Wants, and meet his Wiſhes: he feels 


the Peace it pronounces ſooth his anxious 


Heart to reſt, and ſees the Duties it enjoins, 
productive of, and congenial with his Hap- 
pineſs: he loves the Goſpel with warm 
Affection, and can ſay with FarTHeur, KA 
thouſand times welcome, thy Company, 
oh ſweet ExANOEIIsT : how dehirable 1 is it 
to us poor Pilgrims !”? | 
Deſirable indeed i is our beſt Friend 
and Comforter, while we paſs through this 
Wilderneſs. It is our Wiſdom to prize 


the Goſpel; to converſe much with it, and 


frequent its Ordinances and Miniſtratiom 
with devout Affections. f 

6 May we receive the Word we hear, 

| Fach in an honeſt Heart; 
© Hoard up the precious Treaſure there, 
* And never with it part.“ N 
I faid there was a twofold Uſe which 

Believers ſhould make of the Goſpel: the 
1 i -q H 3 | . farſt | 
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firſt of which is Retroſpection, or looking 
back upon our paſt Way. This is implied 
in the Queſtion of EvancerLisT, «© How it 
fared with the Pilgrims ? What they had 


met with? and how they had behaved 


Themſelves ?”* If we read or hear the Goſ- 
pel with Underſtanding, theſe important 


Queſtions will come home to our Hearts. 


Whether we have ſeen, felt, and known, 
the Bleſſing of which the Goſpel ſpeaks? 
"What we have met with of the Trials, 
Temptations, and Aſſtictions of which rhe 
Goſpel ſpeaks, and how we have behaved 
Outſelves in them? The Former of theſe 
we muff attend to, for the Sake of the Lat- 
ter. The Number and Meaſure of our 
Trials, is comparatively of ſmall Conſe- 
quence : they are for both, what our hea- 
venly Father pleafes. The important 


Thing is, how we have behaved in them: 


ſor this Reaſon we muſt review them in 
the Light of the Goſpel; and ſee if we 
have acted ee Arno A 
and ſuffered patient. 

As far as we have thus Ane, che Goſpel 
will approve us; f own Hearts will not con- 
diem us,” and we ſhall have Confidence Before 

God, for hereby we know that we are of the 
Trath, and foot! ares nr Hearts before bim. 
The 


o 
* 
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TheConviction of our Failures and Im- 
perfections, will awaken to Repentance, 
Caution, and Fear: we ſhall hear the Goſ- 
pel with Effect ſay, So run that ye may 
obtain—let no Man take your Cru in due 
Time ye ſball reap, if ye faint nut. We ſhall 
have, together with a grateful Senſe of our 
Obligations to divine Grace, this import- 
ant Leſſon brought home to our Hearts; 
I have not yet attained, neither am I already 


perfe?. It is for want of this kind of Re- 


troſpection, or Examination, that Profeſ- 
fors grow indolent in their Purſuits of Ho- 
lineſs, and ſeem to ſit down as though they 
had attained all that is neceſſary. This 
Indolence is, however, ominous of Danger, 
for, if we do not go forward, we Packſlide ; 


there isno ſtanding ſtill in the Ways of Gop. 


We muſt uſe the Goſpel as a Proſpec- 


tive, to look into Futurity; or rather 


hearken to it as a Prophet foretelling future 
Events. This Prophet will tell us, That 


through much Tribulation we muſt enter into 


tbe Kingdom of Gov. That Tribulations of 
every ſort and kind, even to Bonds and 


Martyrdom are in our Way: and that we 


ought not to expect to go long on our Pil- 


Seimage, without them in ſome ſort or 


H 4 | other. 
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other. That we muſt #b/ the good I iph! of 
Faith, if we would lay hold on eternal Life. 
No Peace or Reſt, but that which flows 
from God and a good Conſcience, does the 
Goſpel promiſe us ; but on the Contrary 
ſays; Fear none of thoſe Things which thou ſhall 
ſuffer : bebold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you 
into Priſon, that je may be tried; and ye hall 
have Perſecution ten Days: be thou faithful unto 
Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. 
For want of Attention to the Declarations 
of the Goſpel, many have begun well, and 
ſeemed to run faſt towards Heaven, till 
Tribulation ſtopped their Speed, perhaps 
turned them back. ben fiery Trials came 
to try their Faith, they thought: it a ſtrange 
and unexpected Event. Alas! had they 
heard and attended to the Goſpel, they 
would have heard it ſay, Think it not range 
concerning the fiery Trial which is to try you, 
as tho ugh ſome firange Thing happened to you : 
but rejoice in as much as you are Partiakers of 
Curisr's Sufferings, that when bis Glory ſhall 
be revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding Foy. 
Let us, SynTyYcCns, . bleſs our God, when 
* gives us Reſt from Trouble; Let us en- 
joy with Temperance and rejodę with So- 


LN briecy in che Day of Kere Pröſperity: 
: but 
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but let us remember the evil Days are not 
all paſt : let us look out for Trouble; not 
with flaviſh diſtreſſing Fear; but with holy 
Precaution, that we may be prepared for it : 
and may 1t be our principal Concern that 
Il ben we are tried, we may come forth as Gold. 

Our Author makes EvanceLtsT dwell 
almoſt altogether upon the Tribulations 
and Perſecutions which ariſe on Account of 
the Word: becauſe he is going to preſent 
us with a Scene of this kind: to exhibit his 
Pilgrims in Bonds and Martyrdom. ln 
my next Letter we will attend him, to be- 
hold the Patience of the Saints, and the 


Rage and Malice of the Enemies of the 


dear Lon Jzsvs. May his Grace be with 
you and Cour 
N ANDRONICUS, 


I ET TER XVI. 


F 1 AM | greatly rejoiced, my dear Friend, 


at the Account your Laſt brought me, 
concerning ARrcaTePus, that he takes Heed 
to the Miniſti y be has recerved in the Lon to 


5 ** fulfil 
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fol it, dung Is Wark of an Evangelift, and 
labouring to make full Proof of his Miniſtry. 
What a Bleſſing to your Society, to have a 
Miniſter, who is not only plain, practical, 
and powerful in his public Labours, but 
affectionate and faithful in his friendly Vi- 
ſits, manifeſting that the Soul Concerns of 
_ thoſe he viſits, are more upon his Mind, than 
their good Chear. ARCHIPPUs, you ſay, is 
like Bunyan's EvancELIsT, his Viſits are 
received with Affection by his Flock, and 
that he always enquires, © How they have 
fared ſince he laſt ſaw them? what they have 
met with? and how they have behaved?” 
this is indeed to be the Minifter of the 
Goſpel. 

You complain that his pieciors Viſits 
are not more frequent: but you have no 
Reaſon to complain, if they are ſo profit- 
able—Were they more frequent, they might 
be leſs profitable: for ſuch is the Corrup- 
tion of human Nature, that we ſurfeit moſt 
by the beſt Things. He is wiſe and ju- 
dicious in his Conduct: it is better to viſit 
| ſeldom and (profitably, than to'run- from 
H ouſe to Houſe, with “ How do ye do's?” 

and depart without rr a: rite 
8 e. 2 3 
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But he viſits ſome ſew Perſons, more 
frequently than he does the Reſt of his Flock: 
be it ſo; why ſhould this excite your Jea- 
louſy? are the Miniſters of CHRIST, alone 
to be denied the Privilege of particular 
Friendſhip? I trow not: I have indeed, 
heard it ſaid, that Miniſters have no Right 
to particular Friendſhips ; but ought im- 
partially to divide their Affections and their 
Viſits, amongſt their People. This I be- 


| lieve to be .impoſlible in the Nature of 
Things: and beſides, I ſuſpe& the Remark 


to ariſe more from Pride than Piety. * 
let us attend to our Pilgrims. 


The comparing of this buſy World, th 
its eager Purſuits, to a Town in Fair Time, 
is a beautiful and inſtructive Similitude: it 
will be well worth our while to attend to the 


ſeveral Parts of it: 
lt is the Proſpect of Gain and Advantage, 


"which draws a Number of Perſons and Fa- 5 


milies together, the Contiguity of whoſe 


Dwellings conſtitute a Town. This Vici- 
nity is formed for the Convenience of Mer- 
chandize and Manufactories. The Motive 
which attaches the Inhabitants to the Place, 
is Intereſt; the Bond and Cement of Union 
among them, is Intereſt. When their x- 


H 6 | ſemblies 
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ſemblies or Aſſociations convene, they talk 


much of the Public Good: of the general 
| Benefit: of the Welfare of the Whole: but 


every Man's Heart, is all the while medi- 
tating his own Intcreſt. He talks of the 


Public, and of the Whole; but he thinks 


only of One; and that One is Himſelf, Self 
. Intereſt is his ſingle Eye, with which he 
views every Object: ſelf Intereſt is the Pole- 
ſtar by which he ſteers his Courſe: ſelf 
Intereſt forms his Friendſhips and Connec- 
tion: ſelf Intereſt is the Primum Molile 


| of all his Actions. 


And this, SyNTYCHr, is the Caſe with 


the whole World: it is a large and popu- 


lous Town, whoſe numerous Inhabitants 
are connected, as ſelf Intereſt dictates. 
When their Intereſts happen to coincide, 
they are Friends, Brothers, and kind Ac- 
Auaintance: When their Intereſts jar, they 
are Enemies. From the Monarchs who 
* rule, down through all the Departments of 
Life, to the Cottager who labours; all are 
"actuated by the ſame Motive; each moves 


in his Sphere, in the ſame ranger: For as 
Fate arſtwereih to Face in the Water, ſo doth 


- the Heart of Man to Man. Mens Intereſts 
have different Modifications, which ariſe 
R. ̃ fs - from 
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from Difference of Inclination, Taſte, Edu- 
cation, or Prejudice, Theſe Modifications 
take their Forms and Names from the three 
Aggregates of all that is in the World, The 
Luſt of the Hoſb, the Luft of the Eye, and the 
Pride of Life : and are denominated, Fame, 
Honor, Glory, Love, Wealth, and what 
not; but the Life and Soul of all theſe is 
one and the fame Thing, ſelf Intereſt, or 
Gratification. 

Theſe Things we are Rel Are not of the 
Father, but of the World : love not the Wortd, 
mr the Things that are in the World; for if 
any Man love the World, the Love of the Fa- 
ther is net in him. True Religion, and unde. 
filed before Gop even the FaTHER, is to viſit 
the Fatherleſs and the Widow in their Me- 


tion, and to keep oneſelf unſpotted from the 
Mord. To look, not entirely on ones own 


Things, but on the Things of others. To weep 


with them that weep, and rejoice with them - 
that rejoice: ſo bear one anothers Burdens, and 
fo fulfil the Law of CHRIST. 


The World, and the Things of it, are 


Nature; but Nature depraved and fände 
theſe Things are Nature alſo, but Nature 


renewed from above. The old Man which 
is corru ij * to the deceilful Luſts,i is put 
BEG _ 
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When compared with heavenly Things, and 
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of and the new Man, which after Go, js 


created in Righteouſneſs and true * Holineſs, 
is put on; and we know that we are of Gop, 


and the whole Warld lieth in Wickedneſs. 
Though Believers are not of the World, yet 
while they are in it, they have conſtant Need 


to watch and pray, leſt the old Leaven 


\ ferment again, leſt their former Principles 
Tevive in their Hearts. For the Fleſh luſi- 


eth againſt the Spirit, and theſe are contrary, 
the one to the other, which prevents us from 
doing the Things which we would, But more 
of this hereafter. 

The World is called the Town of Vax I- 


, becauſe the Diſpoſitions of all the Chil- 
dren of the World are /ighter than Vamiy: 
and becauſe all the Buſineſs and Cares which 


occupy their Minds, are Vanity: the Eager- 
nels and Diligence of their Purſuits, con- 
ſtitute, the Idea of the Buſtle of a Fair, and 


the Conſtancy of thoſe Purſuits, that of 


« a Fair kept all the Year.” 


If you look over the Liſt ofthe Commodities 


of this Fair, you will find that ſome of them 
are in Themſelves lawful, if lawfully purſued 
and uſed; nevertheleſs they are Vanity 


uſt if called EI be * and · for- 


N ſaken | 
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5 faken, for the celeſtial Crown. He that 


loveth theſe more than me, fays Jesus, is not 
worthy of me. Hear alfo an Apoſtle. But 
this I ſay, Brethren, the Tie 1s Hort: it re- 
maineth that they that have Wives, be as though . 
they bad none—they that weep, as though they 
wept not—they that rejoice, as though they 
rejoiced noi —i bey that buy, as though they poſ- 


feſſed not—and they that uſe this World as not 


abuſing it, for the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
away. If the lawful Things of the World 
are Vanity, what are the unlawful ? they 
are not only Vanity, but Vexalion of Spirit. 
Alas ! SyNTYCHs, if Vanity was all that 
could be ſaid of this World, its Caſe would 
indeed be bad, and the Children of God have 
important Reaſons to ſeparate themſelves 
from it. But the Wickedneſs, Knavery, and 
Cruelty, daily practiſed in it, is ſhocking be- 


yond Expreſſion. I do not wonder that Men 


unacquainted with the Word of Gon, 

ſhould doubt of Gop's providential Go- 

vernment of the World: even Afaph, 

while he looked upon the Courſe of this 

World, doubted for a while: and many of 
Gop's Ctildren, ſince his Day, have found 

their Faith greatly ſhaken, till, like him, 

they ſaw. in the Sanctuary of Gop ang | 
of theſe Things. 
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ö Why Gop ſhould ſuffer Things to go on 
thus, is too deep and myſterious a Matter 
for our Penetration. e walk by Faith, not 
Ey Sight, let us leave off our vain Enquiries 
about the Reaſons of the divine Condutt : 
he gives Account of bis Malter to none, ſecret 
Things belong to the LokD our Gob, and 
Things that are revealed, lo us, and Io our 
Children.. He has told us, that Gop has ap- 
Pointed a Day in which be will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs. Then © Knaves and 
Rogues of every kind, Thieves, -Murder- 
ers, Adulterers, and falſe Swearers,” will 
meet with deſerved Vengeance: *till then, 
Prudence and Prayer, are; I believe, our 
beſt Defence againſt them: the Lord help 
us to make proper Ule of them! 
I The Entrance of Sin into the World was 
the Origin of this Faiz. The conducting 
and Government of the World as a Fair, 
has ever ſince been managed by Sata, 
who is called he Gop of this World and be 
Ruler of its Darkneſs. Infinite Wiſdom, for 
the beſt Purpoſes, no doubt, has ordained 
that his Children ſhould: paſs through this 
horrid Scene of Vanity, Confuſion, and 
Wickedneſs. I chide my Heart for mur- 
— muring. 9 er even n while x write, 
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from Wounds received in this Place, where 
SaTAN's Seat is. Peace to every repining 
Thought ! the Prince of Life himſelf paſ- 
ſed through it. Oh, that like him, I may 


treat its Vanities with deſerved Contempt, 


and ſuffer its Indignities with Spe 
Patience! 

There is ſuch a Contraſt being 1 
faithful Diſciples of the Loxp, and the 
Men of this World ; that they appear, as 
they really are, Strangers, and of different 
Countries. In Places where the Goſpel has 
been a while eſtabliſned, and the Novelty 
of it, and its Effects, a little worn off, the 
Wonder of the Men of the World has ceaſ- 
ed; and without a Grain more of Love to 


_ CarI1srT or his People, they return to their 


own Affairs, and let the Diſciples alone: 
but whenever, and wherever, the Goſpel has 


made its firſt Appearance, or there has 


been a Revival of it in Spirit and Power, 
after a long Time of Lukewarmneſs and 
Formality, the Conſequences have always 
been ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed by aur: Au- 
thor, concerning his Pilgrims at VanITY= 
Falx. You and I, my dear Friend, can 


recolle& many Scenes of the kind which 
n wirbin our own Memories: 


* | what 
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what Conſternation and Uproar, Mobbing 
| and Perſecutions, have taken Place in many 
Parts of this Kingdom, even where Ma- 
giſtrates have endeavoured to keep the 
Peace: nor have I the Shadow of a Doubt 
that the Effect will be the ſame, wherever 
new Efforts to revive Religion ſhall be 
made: and if in a Time when we are pro- 
tected by the. Civil Power, Matters are 
thus, what muſt they have been, when the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate ſeconded the Fury 
| of the Mob, and puniſhed the Servants of 
b the Lon, as the Cauſe of thoſe Diſturb- 
ances by which they were Sufferers ? | 
But whence theſe violent Commotions, 
and what is their Cauſe ? It is the Contraſt 
between the Characters of the One and the 
Other. F ye were of the World, ſays the 
Lon Jesus, the World would. love its own : 
u becauſe ye are tot of the World, but I hove 
eben you out of the World, therefore the 
| A I 071d hateth you. If the World hate you, ye Euoto 
\ | qhat it bated me before it hated you. If they have 
* called the Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, uu bat 
; will they not call thoſe of bis Houſehold ? 
Three Things made the Pigrims ap- 
pear like outlandiſh Men; their Dreſs, 
35445 |: 2 
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the People of Go differ from the Men 
of the World: in their Profeſſton,- Comver+ 
ſation, and Purſuits, of theſe, we will ſpeak 
in another Letter. Though the Heat ben 
Could rage, and the People imagine a vain 
Thing againſt the Lokp and againſt his Anoint- 
+1; may be who ſitteth in the Heavens, 

who has ſet his. King upon his holy Lill o 
Sion, cauſe bis Kingdom to come in all the 
Earth. SynTvcus, I know, will ſay Ames, 
to this 28 of his .. 


Anpzoxievk, 


£ 
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JOSHUA the High Prieſt, and his Fel- 


lows, were Men wondered al: but vhat _ 


was it that created this Wonder ? 2 It was a 
remarkable Change which the. Loxp 
cauſed to take Place in their Circumſtan- 
ces; for I conſider the Fellows of Joſhua 
to be Wonders, upon the fame Account as 
himſelf. Their filthy Garments were taten 
from them, and they were clothed with 2 
4 Rgiment. 

The 


86 } 


The Clothes or Garments of a Man, 
conſtitute his external Appearance: the 


Quality of them is confidered as indicat- 


ing his Condition in Life, and the Faſhion 
of them, the Country he belongs to. So 


the Deportment and Manners of a Chriſtian, 


which are the Garb of his Profeſſion; indi- 


cate him to be a Character different from the 
Men of the World. Grace, which changes 
the Heart, models the Life, and gives 


it other Manners, which create the Won- 
der, and provoke the Enmity of the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience. Hear the Apoſtle 


Peter: For the Time paſt of our Life may 


| g * 


ſuſice us, to have wrought the Will of the 


Gentiles, when-we-wailked in Laſciviouſneſs, 


Luſts, exceſs of Wine, Revilings, Banguet- 


ings, and abominable © Idolatriesn. Wherein 
Ibey think it Arange, that yau run not with 


| Them to the ſame Exceſs 7: Riot: 8 
Evi. QF vo. 


Such a Change as is here -Abterived, 


| brings the. Subje& of it under the Impu- 


tation of Folly, ; Madneſs, and needles 
Preciſeneſz, and. ws them a Gazing- 


flock to the Mord. 
Speech or Converſation. i is hos Dif. 


tinction of a Saint: he will not be always 
E | 0 | talking 


11 

talking of Religion, but will prudently 
regard both Time and Place; yet when 
he does, how differently does he do it, 
both as to Manner and Matter: how very 
different from the Children of this World. 
The unaffected - Seriouſneſs and Earneſt. 
neſs of his Manner, betokens a Conver- 
ſation flowing from the Heart, and that 
the Things ſpoken of, are believed and 
felt: how unlike- the cold, inſipid, in- 
different, and aukwardly conſtrained Man- 
ner of carnal Men, who can neither believe, 
nor feel the Power of ſerious I hings. 

The Matter of a Chriſtian's Converſa- 
tion is unintelligible to carnal Men: to 
complain of a Body of Sin and Death: a 
Law in the Members warring againſt a Law 
in the Mind: to cry, O wretched Man that 


I am: and yet to add, I am crucified with 


Cnkisr, wevertbeleſs I live, yet not I, but 
Cukisr livetb in me: and the Life which I 
now live in the- Fleſh, I live by the Paith f 
the Son of Gob, who loved me,. and gave 
himſelf for me; to talk thus appears fo in- 
coherent and abſurd, that it fully eſtabliſhes. 
the Idea of Inſanity in the Speaker, | 

Equally unintelligible does che Chrif- 
lian ſeem when * talks of the Eutrance 


of 
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#f Sin and of Death by Sin—of Judgment paſ. 
Ang upon alk zo Condemmation—of the Wrath 


of Gop—of the Curſe of the Lawemof Re. 
demption in the Blood of CnrisT,' even the 


| Forgiveneſs of Sin—of the Pozwer of CurIsT's 


ReſurreFion—of his dwelling in the Heart — 


of bis pleading in Heaven—all — ſo 
different from | | 


„ What ſmooth Emollients in Theology, | 
* Recumbent Virtues downy Doctors preach:** 


that Men of the World, like the Athe. 


nians of old, cry out, Thou bringeſt cer- 


« tain ſtrange Things to our Ears; we 
« would know of thee, what this new 


« Dodrine is, of which thou ſpeakeſt.” 
In the common Intercourſe of Life, a 


Believer' s Speech is ſeaſoned with Grace as 


with Salt: not tainted with Filthineſs, 
fooliſh Talking, and inconvenient Jeſting ; 


but modeſt, ſober, chaſte and inoffenſive. 


How oppoſite to the Blaſphemy, Obſcenity, 
Rhodomantade, and empty trifling Diſ- 
courſe, of the Bulk of Men. No wonder 
Perſons ſo different in Speech ſhould be as 


© Barbarians to each other. A Gallilcan' g 
Speech will always betray him. 


We come now to the third Point of Dif. 
ference, namely, the Object of their Pur- 
ſuits, 


( 1 J 

ſuits. The Men of this World are thus 
deſcribed by a faithful Pen. Their Gad is 
their Belly—their Glory is their Shame—they 
mind earthly Things: Earth with its Enjoy- 
ments, Comforts, and Conveniences, is all 
they ſeek : they ſtrain every Nerve, and uſe 
every Means unlawful, as well as lawful, to ob- 
tain it. They have neither Time nor Diſpoſi- 
tion for a ſerious Thought about Eternity; 
but purſue with the Celerity of a Bird on the 
Wing, the Object of their Heart's Defire. 
AvaRo riſes early, fits up late, and eats 
the Bread of Carefulneſs : his Feet trudge 
to every Mart where Profit is likely to ac- 
5 crue: his Ears, like thoſe of the attentive 
| Hare, catch every Sound ; and not a Breath 
- whiſpers in the commercial World, but 
Avaro knows the Import of it: he eſti- 
mates the Wealth of either Indias, to make 
them Reſources to encreaſe his own: he 

finds out the State of the Markets far every 
Commodity through the habitual World, 
and governs. the home Markets by his 
Knowledge: he aflects the national Funds, 
as the Temperature of the Air does the 
Barometer; and they riſe and fall by his 
Influence. - Ever in Motion, he pervades 
the Whole Syſtem of Commerce, with a 
„ Circu- 
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| Circulation, like that of the Blood, flowing 
through the arterial and venial 7 of 
te human Body. 

The Day of ſacred Reſt, as it interrupt 
his bodily Activity, is ſpent in poring over 
his Books, and adjuſting them: domeſtic 
Oeconomy regulates every Expence of the 
Family, and Parſimony prevents all waſte 
of Money at public Places: his Alms, are 
few in Number, and ſparing in Quantity; 
diſtributed only to werd off the Imputa- 

tion of being uncharitable. 

WM bat does AvaRo propoſe to himſelf, as 
the Reſult of all this? To retire by and 
by, with Something ſnugg: to ſpend the 
Decline of Life in a little Country Box, 
and efijoy the Fruits of his Labour in 
Peace and Tranquillity. Farther than this 
AvaRo has not made the leaſt Proviſion; 

and is a total Stranger to the Words of Je- 
sbs, What is a Man profited, if be gain the 
whole World, and loſe bis own Soul? © 


 HorTewnT1vs defpiſes the Drudgery of | 


Trade: he affects Wealth, but it is for the 
Sake of Splendor : he bows with the meaneſt 
Obſequiouſneſs to the Dregs of the Peo- 
ple, while his Heart deſpiſes them. B/ 


0 ies) he makes his Way to che Se- 
nate 
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nate, obtrudes into the Cabinet, involyea 
Nations in Calamities, and trafficks with 
the Blood of Thouſands, for a paltry Rib- 
bon, a founding Title, and a large Eſtate. 
HorTENTIuUS never thinks of durable Riches 
and Righteouſneſs, nor of a Crown of 9 


* that fadeth not away. 


MarrTrus carries Sword ad Fire. into 
neighbouring Nations, and involves Cities 
and Provinces in Ruin; while NAuricus 
traverſes the Deep with imitative Thunder 
to hurl Deſtruction on the watery Element: 
both ſeek the ſame Objects Wealth, with 
the Honour that comes from Men. To 
ſubdue themſelves : 10 take the Kingdom of 
Heaven by Violence, is no Part of ther Plan. - 


_ PajLoLoGus trims the Lampof Study, and 


dooms himſelf to painful ſedentary Hours? 
that he may. ſhine in the Pulpit, or at the 


Bar, and climb from thence to the Bench, 


robed in Lawa, or Scarlet and Ermine: Pi 
lol odus forgets the chief Shepherd and Aber 
Souls: the awful Fudge of quick aud dead. 


Puts ſhapes the Marble, and 8 


Rains the Canvas: each give their Produc. 


tions, every Perfection but Animation: the 
Fame of tach deſcends with their Works 
* Centuries of Years. Well have 


6 
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pPurchaſable with Money, he ſticks not at 


Fo unhappy 228 cal of his i Deiars, 


3 
they imitated Nature, but how have they | 
imitated Jzsvs CnarsT, and copied his 
„ | ** 

To order, cries my Syyrycus; Did 
theſe Ideas ever enter the Head of Jouy | 


Bonyan? I know not that they did: but '% 
I know that were he living, and I was 
to appeal to him, he would acknowledge [ 
the Gentry I have named to be eminent 8 
and capital Traffickers in this Fair, and . 
to be the principal Merchants thereof. 
I ſhall therefore beg Leave to proceed a f 
little farther before I draw the Balance be- 
tween the People of Vanrry-Farr and the Þ 
Children of Light. * 
As obus burning with Luſt, is fired 
with Defire at the Sight of Beauty, and Y 
pants for Enjoyment : if Enjoyment is 2 


Price, but is profuſely generous in the I b 
Rewards of his Gratifications. If Virtue MW 


and Innocence guard the deſitable Object, WM 

no Art or Cunning, no Diſſimulation and 8 
Hypocriſy, no Expence in the Employ- 2 

ment of 'Pimps and Emiffaries is ſpared f 5 

to effect the Purpoſes of Seduction, and I 8 

©, | Qraw the deſtined Victim to his Net; when I 15 
- . * Tatiated, he leaves to Infamy and Want, the | 


5 F 7 at 
„ 2 f 
A1 . 
SY" " © 
n . * 
= l 
- 8 = 


1 „ 


J ondeehing to the Miſeries in which he has 


involved her, and ſeeks his Happineſs in 
another. 

VARANES, leſs difficult and diſtinguiſhing 
j in the Objects of his Deſires, but equally 
the Slave of them, as AsMoDeus 7 contents 


a — 8 


- Stews, and cools his Fires with the Dregs 
of Proſtitution. Both AsMopevs and Va- 
t RANES, prefer the Gratification of Propen- 
% fities they have in common with Brutes, 
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' purſued by thoſe that call upon the Lox» 
cout of a pure Heart. 


n 


vices that are comprehended under the 
Denominations of Idleneſs, Wantonneſs, 
and Diſſipation: luxurious in- his Appetites, 
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+ Pleaſures and Amuſements, without Re- 
| ſources from the Gifts of Providence to 
gratify his Deſires, he has Recourſe 0 


Ie 
b, 
d 


Swindler, are employed to plunder them. 


I2 - * - - tenfive, 


to that Faith, Charity, and Peace, which is 


VoLPoNE concenters in his Hire all the 


vain in his Dreſs, and expenſive in his 


Subterfuge and Villany: the Unwary art 
marked out for his Prey, and the Cunning 
of the Gambler, or the Artifice of the 


BY himſelf with indulging in the common 


If honeſt and moderate Things could fat 
* Voreovs, a Genius much leſs en- 
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tenſive, and Parts much leſs brilliant 


Vanity Fair contains, is inſufficient to ſa- 


Whoſe Lives are ſpent in Rioting and Drunk. 
enneſs, in Chambering and Wantonneſs, in Strife 


and Envying, and in making "Proviſion for the 


Fleſo, to fulfil the Luſts thereof, Let us tum 


to a People of other Manners, and of anc- 
ther Language, 


This People are one, per they dwell lues 


They. differ from all other in Profeſſion, 


Converſation, and Purſuits, The Deport- 
ment and Manners of a Chriſtian, we have 


- - obſerved, conſtitute his external Appear- 
ance; and indicate him a Character dif- 


ferent from the Men of this World. Grace, 


| teaches him: to deny Ungodlineſs and wwaridy 


| Luſts; and to live foberly, right®uſly, and god) 
Ke this "OSS DO AVERY from all Ap- 
| pearance 


would ſuffice to obtain them; but his 
Heart is inſatiable as the Grave: all that 


ttisty it: like the Horſeleech, he continually 
Cries, Give, give: and like a Sieve, which 
receives Liquids, is ever Tana through 
his Diſſipation. 
Even my Patience is now tired, SYN) 

_ .TYCHE: I proceed no farther in deſcribing! 
that motley Herd, the Children of Diſo- 
| bedience, in whoſe Hearts Satan reigns; 
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prarance of Evil : and letting his Light ſbiue 


before Men, that they may ſee bis good Works, 


aud. plorify his Father who is in Heavenc . 


- modeſt in his Carriage; meek and inoffen- 
' five in his Behaviour; merciful and kind 


even to his Enemies, and attentive to all 


| the relative Duties of his Station, both in 
natural and civil Life: rendering to all 


their Dues, to the Utmoſt of his Power ; 


injuring no Man, defrauding no Man; but 
- walking in Benevolence and Truth towards 
all Mankind. 4 


His Aſſociates are the Saints, the Excel- 


lent of the Earth, who are his Delight; 
their Aſſemblies the Places of his Reſort, 


and the Sabbaths and Ordinances of his | 
Goo, are his Glory. 8 
Temperate and ſober in the Enjoyment N 
of providential good Things, and patient 
and ſubmiſſive under Afflictions and Trials; 
the Man of Go, confeſſes by his Conduct, 
that He is.a Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, 
and ſeeks another Country, a City which hath © 


Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is G 2 


Of: Speech or Converſation, we - have 


already treated, both as to Matter and Man- 


ner, and ſhall only add here, that Hypo- 
crits ue and when it ſuits their Purpofe; 
| 3 12 _- oitem 
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often do, aſſume the Dreſs or Garb of the 
Saints. Outward Deportment is ſome- 
times Hot very Difficult to imitate, and- 
ſome Men are naturally excellent Mimicks. 
Different Languages too, may be learned; 
hut there is generally ſomething in Idiom 
and Accent, which ſhews it is not the- 


Speaker's vernacular Tongue. Some, how. 


ever, do tolerably well counterfeit che 
Language of Canaan, but the Objects 


purſued by the People of Gob, mark a 


decided Difference betwixt ew and Hy- 


crites. 
Their Traffic is carried on with Heaven 


_ from whence they lock for the Lono Jesus 


CurisT; while diligent in Buſineſs,. as the 
Means of producing the Fruits of Righteou/- 
1506, they are fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
Lorp, As their Treaſure is in Heaven, their 


Hearts are there alſo. They traffic to in- 


creaſe that Treaſure: they draw upon the 


Saviour's Bank by Faith and Prayer for 


Remittances. of Grace, Wiſdom, and 


1 1 Strength, to be expended here, in order 
dd lay up Treaſure above: 4% lay 4 good 


"Foundaiion againſt the Time to come, that they 
may lay bold on eternal Life. They labour 


Wich. the Nuligroce of Avaxo, not indeed 
; >. for 
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for the Meat - which periſheth, but for that 
wobich endureth to Life everlaſting. 

With a higher Ambition than 1 of 
Hokrrxrlus, the Believer ſeeks a nobler 
Title, and a larger Eſtate. To be called a 
Sor of Gop ; to inherit durable Riches and 
Righteouſneſs, with a, Crown of Glory which 


 fadeth nat atvay, is the Object of his Pur- 


ſuit. To obtain theſe, he bows low, not 
with mean Servility to Men, but at the 
Throne of Grace, that he may obtain Mer- 
cy, and find Grace to help him in Time of - 


Need: Born from above, he ſeeks the Ho- 


nors which come from God, and the Hap- 
pineſs which flows from his Preſence. Io 
be with Jzs8vs—to inherit all Things to 
fit upon a Throne to aſſociate with An- 
gels to ſhine as a Star in the Firmament 
for ever, are the worthy Aims of the Hea- 


ven- born Soul. 


The Believer is paſſing through an Ene- 
mies. Country, and meets with Oppaſi-- 
tions which try his Strength: the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil combine to ob- 
ſtruct his Paſſage, and deſtroy him: he has 
no Alternative, but muſt conquer or die; 
He looks up to the Captain of his Salva- 
tion for Trotection and Aſſiſtance; and 

n emulous 
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emulous of the Conqueror's Mead, he put 
on the whole Armour of Gop. To /ubaue 
Sinio work Righteouſneſs —to overcome the 
Werld—to refit the Devil and make bim flee ; 
are Triumphs to which the Atchievements 


of MART us and Navrticusare Trifles, and 


their Reward as trifling ; Heaven waits to 


reward the Chriſtian with everlaſting Fame. 


There ſhall he wear a ſtarry Crown, 

And triumph in Almighty Grace: 
While all the Armies of the Skies, 

Join in his glorious Leader's Praiſe.” 

The Chriſtian is ſtudious alſo: he pur- 
ſues a Track of Learning, high and out of 
Sight to ParLoLocys: that which antient 
Sages thought the Heighth of Science, 
namely, * Man know thyſelf,” is with the 
Believer che Beginning of it. The Know- 
ledge of what he is by Nature; poor, miſer- 


able, guilty, ruined and helpleſs; lays the 
Foundation of all his Acquiſitions in the 
Knowledge f the Love of Gop—ibe Grace of 
aur Lord Jesvs CHRIST—the Merits of his 


Blood and Righteouſneſs —and the Power of 
his ſanftifying Spirit, Thele glorious Sub- 
jects, lay before him his true Intereſt and 
Happineſs—afford him Peace and Jo) in 


_  Gelieving—and inſpire. him with Fortitude 


* Courage to do and ſuffer the Will of 
. 
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Gop; arm him with Patience and Per- 
ſeverance under the Trials and Tempta- 
tions of Life ; and by Reproof, Correction, and 


Inſtruction, make him a Man of Gops 


throughly furmſhed lo every good Work. Un- 
der the Tuition of the greateſt and beſt of 
Maſters, He in whom are hid all the Trra- 
fures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; he rows in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of Cuktsr Jesus 
his Loxp. Studiouſly purfuing the Lore 
of heavenly Learning, his Mind glances 
back to ancient Purpoſes of everlaſting 
Love, and looks forward to VET 
Ages of Glory and Happineſs. 

The Records of the Events of intervening 
Time ;—Events which ariſe from God's 
everlaſting Love, and lead to the ever- 
laſting Happineſs of his People; afford the 
Believer Topics for Study and Meditation, 
which ſublimate his Mind above the Love 


of earthly Things: Providence as well as 


Grace, affords him Views of the Love, 
Faithfulneſs, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
Gop, which mock the higheſt Flights of 
Philoſophy. I mean recorded Providence, 
by which, connected with Promiſes, he is 
enabled to judge of the Changes and Ways, 
which paſs over himſelf, and the Church 


of Gop: the ſacred Hiſtory informs him 
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of the paſt Events of Providence; and 
Prophecy puts back the Veil and ſhews 
him Things to come. | 
I call my heavenly Student Turorhllus, 
and aſſert that though he may not have one 
Grain of the Learning of Pa1LoLocus, he 
is in the Road to higher Preferment ; iu the 
Road to be a white robed Dignitary in the 
Church above, and to fit as an Aſſeſſor 
with Jesus, in judging the World and Angels: 
when, if ungodly, and unjuſt, the mitred 
Biſhop, and ermined Judge ſhall ſtand at 
the Bar. 
The imitative Art is the Believer- s Study: 
dis Work riſes ſuperior to the finiſhed 
Statue, and the illuminated Picture. He 
forms and draws. a living Character of 
_ Holineſs and Beauty, while he imitates the 
Tuber of Mercies, and the holy Child Ixsus. 
If the Works of Artiſts. tranſmit their 
Fame to the lateſt Poſterity, the Rigbleous 
Fall be bad in everlaſiing Rememberance : 


[ 0 4 the Character they formed ſhall abide for 


*>- ever, they leave not their Works behind 
them, their Works ſhall follow them. 

Are Chriſtians deſtitute of Paſſion, and 
dead to Enjoyment? By no Means: ani- 


| Hen che nobleſt e they preſs with 
— Ardor 
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Ardor toward fupreme Happineſs, and feel. 
their Hearts at Times captivated by Beauty. 
The Love of CartsT conſtrains them io ſpend 
and be ſpent for him who loved and died for 
them: nor ſhall they ever have Cauſe to 


complain that the more they love, the leſs 
| they are belwved. 


The Love of God ſbed abroad in the Heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, is the higheſt Tranſport 
Mortality can feel. It is a Foretaſte and 
Earneſt of Joys above, and awakens Deſire 
for the full Poſſeſſion: as the Hart panteth 
after the Water Brooks, fo thirſteth my Sout 
for God; the living Gop, when 01 1 com 
and appear before Gop? 


« Rivers to the Ocean run, 
Not ſtay in all their Courſe: 
« Fire aſcending ſeeks the Sun, 
„ Both ſpeed them to their Source: 
* So a Soul that's born of Gov, 
Pants to view his glorious Face: 
„% Upward tends to his Abode, 
To reſt in his Embrace.“ 


As Subterfuge and Villany are incom- 
patible with Chriſtianity, in chat ſhall we 


parody the Believer with Vol rox? in no- 


thing but his Thirſt of Gain: and tiis in 
135 is OR. He red at Wealth, 
N 34/7 bog 4 hien 
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which worldly Fools deſpiſe, and win the 
_ Crown they play away for Vanities. 
Was I writing to any other than SynTyYCHe, 
I might apologize for the Length of this 
Letter, but your Friendſhip will excuſe my 
Prolixity ; beſides, few Men are tired of 
being told what they are, or at leaſt, ear- FO 
neſtly wifh to be. For what you are that | 
is right, give Glory to Gor, and prefs toward 
the Mark, for the Prize of your high Calling 
of God. in Cars. J=svs. Yet a little 
while, and we ſhall leave Vanity Farr, and 
all the Fools and fooliſh Things that are in 
it: they have often vexed ous Spirit; but 
I truſt we ſhall get ſafe to that Country, 
whoſe Merchants. ate all Princes, and whoſe 
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Trafſickers are the only honourable of the Earth. 
_ with 8875 Friend. Amen. * 
75 ANDRONICUS. t 
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"HE Conduct 1 the Pilgrim's in Va l 


Nr Falk, is & beautiful Peſcription 
ofthe Rb Men ſhould 95 
Conduct 7 
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conduct themſelves, under Temptation, 
Perſecution and Sufferings from the World. 

They ſet light by the Merchandiſe of 
the Place, and cared not ſo much as to 
look upon- it. To keep our Hearts, we 
muſt make a Covenant with our Eyes. 
The Senſe of ſeeing, is more dangerous than 
all the other Senſes, becauſe by it, out- 
ward Objects ſtrike the Imagination with 
more frequency and greater Force: and 
the Ear next to the Eye, ſeems to have the 
greateſt Influence upon the Mind. No. 
Doubt the other Senſes miniſter their Quota 
to the Power of Temptation; but their 


Sphere of Operation, ſeems to be more 


circumſcribed, and .confequently leſs dan- 
gerous. e 
It was to the Ears and Eyes of our Mo- 
ther Eve, that the Tempter applied: yet, 
artful as his Addreſs to the Ear was, the 

Temptation had perhaps been ineffectual, 
had ſhe not looked upon the Tree: And 
when the Woman saw the Tree, that it was 
good for Food, and pleaſant to the Eyes, and 
Free to be deſired to make one Wiſe: e 
took of the Tree and did eat. ACHAN con- 

telſed, and faid, I ben Isaw among the Spoils, 
0 e . 3 and two hundred 
8 : Shekels 


Setels of Silver, and a Wedge of Gold «of 
fifty Shekels weight, then I coveted them, and 
took them, Da vip ſinned from the ſame 
Cauſe. He saw from the Roof of the King's 
Houſe, 'a. Woman waſbing berſelf, and the 
Woman was very beautiful to look upon, and 
be ſent Meſſengers and took her, and ſhe came 
in to him, and he lay with her. And Jos 
ſays, I have made a Covenant with mine Eyes, 
wherefore ſpould 1 look upon a Maid. 

We ſhould, guard ſtrictly thoſe Senſes, 
which are the eaſieſt Avenues to let in 
Temptation. The Pilgrims put their 
Fingers in their Ears, and looking upward, 
cried, Turn away mine Eyes from bebolding 
Vanity. Indeed without Prayer we watch to 
little Purpoſe : and Prayer without Watch- 
ing and Reſiſtance, is ſolemn Mockery. 
My Son, when Sinners entice thee, conſent 
thou not : and again, Look not upen the Wine 
when it ſparkleth, when tt ſheweth itſelf a- 
right in the-Glaſs. Various are the Objects 
which ſinfully impreſs the Mind by the 
Eye, and the Sounds which pollute the 


& Imagination by the Ear. Our beſt Defence, 


is to turn away from them, and ſeck our 

Safety in our Flight, | 
It is from che Purpoſe of the Heart, the 
Reſolution muſt ariſe to guard the Senfes;; 
| 25 
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as Avenues to the Mind. Keep thine Heart 


with all Diligence, for out of it are the Iſſues 
of Life. Happy thoſe who have weighed 
jn the Balance of the Sanctuary, the Ob- 


jects which ſolicit them, and determine 


to buy the Truth, even at the Price of Blood: 
the Purchaſe will be cheap, when compared 
with the Price of Vanity, which has coſt 
many an one their Soul. This firmly 
believed, will ſettle the Heart, and fix its 
Reſolution; to guard the Senſes. To receive 
the Truth in the Love of it, lies at the Bottom 
of all real Religion : and our Preference of. 
that Truth, it is, which provokes the Chil- 
dren of this World. 

« We buy the Truth,” ſaid the Pilgrims, 
and Satan determined they ſhould pay for it; 
they did ſo, and our Author in his Narra- + 
tive ſhews us that the Maliceof Satan, and. 
his working in the Children of Diſobedi= 
ence, is a Source of Sufferings to the Saints 
for their Adherence to the Truth. Per- 


ſecution has been variable as to Mode and 


Meaſure, in different Ages; as Gop has 
been pleaſed for the Frial of Faith to let 
looſe the Lions; or, to give his, People Reſt 


has chained them up; yet be aſſured, SyNn- 
e the 8 8 of the World 1 is al- 


ways 


N 
-_ 
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; ways Enmity to Gop and his Ways. But 


as I have in a former Letter touched upon 
this Subject, I ſhall diſmiſs it here, with 
only two Remarks. 

The firſt is, the convincing Power and 


Influence of a proper Behaviour under Suf- 


ferings : patient bearing of Injuries for 
Curisr's Sake, is true Chriſtian Fortitude 


and will be always more effectual to diſ- 
arm the Rage of our Enemies, than all 


Arguments whatſoever. And as the ex- 


emplary Conduct of thoſe, who ſuffer for 
the Truth, conciliates an Attention to 


their Principles, ſo it is the Means of 


bringing many to the Knowledge of the 


Truth, who would never have attended to 
the Force of Argument: thus Jzsvs ſuffered, 
| Secondly, one cannot look back with- 


out Indignation and Horror upon the Farce 
of mock Juſtice affectedly acted by the 


perſecuting Powers, who murdered the 
faithful Servants of Jzs8vs Cartsr; what 
Proſtitution of the Forms of Law, to com- 
mit the moſt lawleſs Act in the World. 
A Judge, a Jury, and Witneffes upon their 


Oath. Bleſſed Jesus! when thy Tribunal 


ſhall be erected, where will theſe Wretches 


appear ? Precious in thy Sight is _ 


e Gd ah . "5. 
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of thy Saints, and thou wilt require it at 
their Hands. | 

He limits the Effects of their Rage, and 
ſets Bounds to the Operation of their Ma- 
lice. Herod killed James the Brother of 
Joan with the Sword, and proceeded to 
take PzTEx alſo: and when HEROD would 
have brought him forth to be ſlain, that 
ſame Night the Angel of the Loxp- deli- 
vered him from Priſon. FairTnrur falls a 
Sacrifice to the Enmity of the Wicked, and 
goes to Heaven in Triumph; but CHRIS 
TIAN muſt eſcape to keep the Truth alive 
upon Earth; and Hoyseur riſes from the 
Aſhes of the Martyr, to be his Compa- 
nion. In ſpice of Earth, and Hell, a Seed. 
ſhall ſerve bim, and be acute to the Lok o 
for a Generation. | | 

What an admirable Piece of Wit and 
Humour, expoſing and ſatyriſing the Hy- 
pocriſy and Wickedneſs of Perſecutors ; 
is Mr. BuxvAx's Deſcription of the Trial 
of FarTHeuL : how ingeniouſly does” he 
perſonify their wicked Diſpoſitions and 
Vices, and form them into a Court of qu 
dicature: the Judge ſtating the Law to the 
Jury, is an inimitable Burleſque on perſe: 
cuting Laws and Ads of Uniformity. . 

ad | | They 
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That the Churches have Reſt, is Matter 
of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs; nevertheleſs 
the Martyrs Lot was glorious: by a few 


ſhort Pangs, though ſharp, their Sufferings 


were terminated for ever: they eſcaped 
from a World of Danger, and got beyond 
the Reach of Satan's Malice. The Mar- 


tyr, of all the Followers of the Laws, is 


moſt nearly conformable to his Maſter, he 7s 
crucified with CHRIST, has Fellowſhip with 
bim in bis Sufferings, and is made conformable 
to bis Deatb. When we ſpeak. of thoſe 


criptures,: we ſeek a ſpiritual Meaning to 


them, and no Doubt a good one; but in 
the Martyr, -the literal Senſe of ſuch Paſ- 


ſages ſhine with peculiar Glory. e 
As the Martyrs approached neareſt their 


glorious Pattern by ſuffering for Truth, and 


ſealing it with their Blood; ſo they ap- 
proach neareſt in Glory to the KING of 
Martyrs above all his other Saints. The 


Conviction of this, wrought ſo powerfully 
in the primitive Church, that many ſought 


the Crown of Martyrdom with Avidity; 


2 obtruded themſelves upon their Per- 


/ *Necutors as willing Victims. I do not ſay 
5 they were to be commended for ſeeking 


* but it was divinely heroic not to 
1858 
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ſhun it. O, my SynTyYcus, that our Faith 
and Zeal bore a greater Similarity to theirs, 
that we were animated with a Flame 


* Such as in the Martyrs glow'd, | 
«« Dying Champions for their Gop:” 

Well, no Doubt, as our Day is, our 
S$!rength ſhall be: we are not called to die 
for Jzsvs, let us ſtrive to live to him. And 
now, if you plcaſe, we will quit VaniTY-: 
Falk, and follow our Pilgrims on their 
Way. 

When Gop takes away one Bicſſing, he 
often gives another: CHRISTIAN, by the 
Death of Fa1iTaeuL loſt a dear Friend and 
Companion, but Gob raiſed up for him 
another, who was peculiarly dear to him 
from this Circumſtance, that he became 
Hoprul by beholding the Patience and 
Fidelity of the Pilgrims in their Sufferings. 
If Gop henours us as the Means of ſav- 
ing others, they are more dear to us upon 
that Account, and the Bond of Love be- 
tween them and us is more ftrong : and if 
our Conduct rather than our Words, have 
eſtected this, it is a comfortable Teſtimony 
to our Conſciences, that through Grace we 
have been enabled to act to the Glory of 
Gon, OxxssIMus was dear to Paul, even as 
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bis oton Bowels, becauſe he had begotten him 


in his Bonds. 
Our Author gives us a Sn View of 


: Hypocriſy at the Bottom of the Hill Dir- 


ricul ry. He now delineates it on a larger 


Scale: traces it through its wretched Prin- 
eiples, and ſhews their Contrariety to the 


Simplicity and godly Sincerity of the Saints ; 


and their Coincidence with fleſoly Wiſdom. 


The Subject is beautifully illuſtrated by 
making ' Perſonages of the four leading 
Principle of Hypocriſy : namely, By-xps, 
Horp-TT- WortD, Monty - Lov, and 
SAVE-ALL ; and by putting into their 
Mouths, the Sentiments which govern the 
Hypocrites Heart. 

Would you, SynTYCnr, wiſh to ſhun 
the Croſs (which Gop forbid) Mr. Br- 
ENDS will teach you how to do it effectu- 
ally: and Mr. HoLp-Taz-WorLD will fur- 
niſh you with Argument to varniſh your 


Conduct. Inſtructed by theſe Gentlemen, 


you will not only ſhun the Croſs, but make 


Religion a profitable Commodity: let us a 


little attend to their Doctrine and Practice. 
Their Doctrine is as old as the Apoſtles: 


e were ſome of them, who ſuppoſed that 
Gain was Godlineſs, and even diſputed for 


+. its 
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it, like Mr. Monzy-Lovs : but the Apoſtle 
calls their Arguments perverſe Diſputings 
of Men of corrupt Minds: and Caz18TIAN'S 
Anſwer to the Queſtion deſeryes to be 
written in Letters of Gold, or rather upon 
the Tablets of our Hearts, This Doctrine 
founded in Covetouſneſs, and the inor- 
dinate Love of this World, is boldly con- 
tended for by ſome, and believed and prac- 
tiſed by many more, 

The practical Part is, as Mr. ByE-EN DS 
tells us, to have a ſmooth Tongue and Be- 
haviour, to ſerve ourſclves of the Times AS 
they change, and to turn about with them: ; 
nay, if Neceſſity require it, to be one 
Thing in one Place, and another Thing in 
another Place: to be double tongued, and 
double . faced : to be warmly zealous, or 
coldly indifferent, as we are likely to get 
or loſe by Religion, 

From ſuch, ſays the Apoſtle, turn attay a 
honeſt CartsTIans ſhould manifeſt a Con- 
tempt-for ſuch Characters, and ſhun them 
as they would Drunkards, Whoremongers, 
and Adulterers. Coveton/ne/5 is Idolalry, and 
not to be named among Saints, but as what 
it is: when Religion is taken up to 
od that Diſpoſition, it is the moſt de- 


teſtable 4 | 
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teſtable Hypocriſy : Such, ſays the Loo, 
receive the greater Damnation. 

Our Way to the Kingdom of Heaven 
is, for the moſt Part, rough and trouble- 
ſome ; what with the Wickedneſs of Men, 
the Temptations of Satan, the various Tri- 


als of Life; and above all, our own inbred 


Corruptions, we are often weary and diſ- 
treſſed; yet ſometimes our gracious Lok 
gives us Reſt from Trouble for a Seaſon : 


he ſmooths our rugged Path and makes it 


plain and eaſy, by filling the Enemy and the 
Avenger without ; and by his Grace, ſtop- 


ping the Workings of our Corruptions 


within. It is then pleaſant going on in 


the Ways of the Loxp: but, alas! ſuch 


Seaſons are ſhort and ſoon over; nor are 


they altogether without their Danger, for 
our poor depraved Hearts extract Evil 


from every Good. 


Till cured of our Folly, by repeated 


Diſappointments, we flatter ourſelves with 


à Continuance of Peace, and vainly hope 
that the Plain of Easz extends to the 


Gates of the Certsrrar City ; that our 


1993 


Troubles are over, our Cotruptions dead. 


und our Mountain Hands Rrrong, never 
* „ 
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When my forgetful Soul renews 
The Savour of thy Grace, 

„% My Heart preſumes I cannot loſe - 
The Reliſh all my Days. 

But ere one fleeting Hour is paſt, 
The flattering World employs _ 

*« Some ſenſual Bait to ſeize my Taſte, 

% And to pollute my Joys.” 


Let us, my Friend, be thankful for the 
Intermiſſions of Trouble, for a Ceſſation of 


the Aſſaults of Satan, and for a little Reſt ' 


from the worſt of Plagues, the Riſings of 
our own Corruptions; without which, 


Trouble and Temptation would not have 


half their Effect. But let us remember, 
that the Warfare is not ended—cannot in 
the Nature of Things be ended, till we put 
off this Tabernacle, and get beyond the 
Reach of Sin and Satan. Let us be watch- 
ful, leſt that which is in itſelf a Bleſſing, 
become a Cauſe of carnal Security; and, leſt 
future Temptations affaulr us when off our 
Guard, and the unexhauſted Workings of 
our depraved Nature be a Cauſe of Sin; 
Bleſſed is the Man that feareth always.. _. 

The greateſt of all the Dangers ariſing 


from our Reſt from Trouble, is a too fond 


Attachment to the Things of the preſent 
E. 4 " World, 
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World, and too great a Deſire after them, 
even to the Enſnaring of our Souls. Ou 
Author has therefore placed his little Hill 
Luckz with its filver Mine, on the farther 
Side of the Plain of Easz. Riches in the 
Way of Godlineſs, are a Rarity: eſpecial. 
ly the Acquiſition of them. The Religion 
of Jesvs, is more calculated to loſe, or to 
© expend Worldly' Treaſure, than to accu. 
mulate it. Does this ſeem ſtrange ? let us 


examine if it ĩs not true. 
Recollect what Multitudes have ſuffered ſ 


the Spoiling of their Goods, for their Fidelity 
to him who ſaid, He that loveth Houſe or 
Land, more than me, tis not worthy of ne. 
Perſecution has robbed the Saints of many 
_ Thouſands of Pounds, and involved Per- 
ſons of affluent Fortunes in Poverty. Re- 
collect alſo, how the artleſs Simplicity, and 
unſuſpecting Candor of God's Children, 
expoſes them to the artful Deſigns of cun- 
ning and impoſing Perfons; who work up- 
bon their Pity, and deceive their Credulity. 
Recollect, that Bounty, Generofity, Hoſ- 
paitallty and Charity, are not the Means of 
_ 1 laying up, but of laying out a Fortune: put 
all theſe together, and l delieve = 2 

W ö . 
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Jo accumulate Wealth, is in any Caſe; a 


Rarity; the Number of thoſe who fail in the 
Attempt is much larger than the Number 
of thoſe who ſucceed: to acquire it in the 
ſtrait and narrow Way, which leads to 
Life, is the greateſt Rarity of all. It does 
not ſeem, to be the Will of Gop, that many 
of his Children ſhould be rich in this 
World's Goods, Not many ſuch are called, 
but GoD has choſen the Poor that they might be 
rich in Faith. The Hill Lucas ſtands 
ſomewhat/out of the Way, and they that 
will profit by the Mix, muſt turn aſide 
for it. | 
That many Profeſſors have pi and 
ſtill do ſo, we have awful Proofs : but what 
was the, Conſequence? © They advanced 
ſo near the Brink of the Pit, that the 
Ground under them being deceitful, broke, 
and they were flain;” Or take it in Scrip- 
ture Words: They that WILL be. ricb, fall into 
Temptation and a Snare, and into many foolijh 


and -burtful Lifts, which drown Men in De... 


firuFion and Perdition. © Others, have been, 
maimed, and-could not, to their dying Day, 
be their own Men again.” For the Love of 


Jone * after, * beve erred from the 
whe | Faith, 


; 


i the--Root of all Evil: which, while 


1 temen is great Gain. i Foy ue brought No- 


Low} -» 
Faith, and Pierced een, _ "with 
many Sorrows; 


Are Riches then unlawful? 33 not: 


but it is unlawful to go out of the Lox! 
Way to get them. Men ſtop, and turn 
aſide to acquire Wealth, intending when 
they ha ve acquired their Object, xo go on 
their Way again. They even flatter them. 
- felves and others, how charitable and uſe- 
ful they ſhall'be in the Ways of Gop, when 
they have acquired Riches; bur; alas! many 
of them-are never more ſeen in'the Way of 
Gov: or if they are, thi#are ſo clogged, 
and cumbered with thick Clay, that they 
are not the lively, zealous, and humble 
Chriſtians, they were in a State of Medi- 
verity. The Attempt is vain, to temper 
the Love of Money with the Loveof CHRIS. 
DAs hath forſaken ine, ſays PAUL, have 
ing loved this preſent World.” Indeed the 
Temptation is ſtrong, when Poverty and 
_  AMiction'preſs hard. upon the'Fleſh. It is 
nod eaſy Taſk to Fleſh and Blood, to re- 
ceive Paur's Doctrine: Guulineſi will Con- 


thing into tbr World "with us, and ir im ceriun 
| noe tan rarry Nothing. aut: and having Food 


and Ruinen, Hed us 6 trait tn; No 
| | > ww 
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5 Vonder, Drwas, and others who affect to 
| be. Gentlemen, ſhould turn aſide: Alas! 
t: bow many Diſciples have had hankering 
Hearts ſor this World's Goods; and had 
a not Grace OY "would have: Fees 
en aſide alſo . 
on How wok "rhe! Bleſſing of. wi Kaichful 
n- Friend and Reprover? Few have the Cou- 
e- rage to aſſume the Character, and Few the 
en Humulity.and Meekneſs neceſſary to bear 
ny Keproof: eſpecially, hen it is ro Told. a 
of MW Man back from getting Money. 
ech If any Man drawback, faith the: Opn 
ey WM my San ud foal bade no Pleaſure in bim. Whe- 9 
ble ther it be through Fear of Suffering, or 
di- Deſire of Gain, the Sin is the ſame, and 
the Puniſhment as ſure. Remember Li - 
Wife, ia an awful Memento. I leavę ray 
Friend, to attend to the Pilgrim's. Nite 
courſe on that Subject: May. Grace im- 4 
we 0 a2 e 5 
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fr LETTER: IX. 


COME, Mürren our 2 is. * 
{mg us into a delightful ral Scene a 


K 2 FI cadow 


1 
Meadow ever verdant, decorated with Lilies 


ever blooming - watered by a River clear 
as Chriſta], on whoſe Banks grow Trees, 
always green, and always beating, yield- 
ing Food and Medicine, Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure, to the weary Traveller. I know 
not, Friend of my Heart, how, at this 
Moment, it fares with thy Soul; but 
mine wants this Refreſhment, and fain 
would 1 avail myſelf of it. I am black, 
becauſe the Sun bath looked upon me: My 
Mother's Children have been angry with me; 
they made me the Keeper of the Vineyards, 
But mine own Vineyard have I not kept, Tel! 
me, Saviour of Sinners, thou whom my Soul 
lovetb, where thou fecdeſt, where thou makeſi 
thy Flocks to reſt at Noon: for why ſhould [ 
be as one that turneth Nd by the Flocks of 
thy Companions. ä 
Here would I dwell might I be permit- 
ted, till removed to Canaan above: of 
which Country, this beauteous Scene is 
but a Type: but well I know this River 
and my Path may part, as they have done 
before; and Wearineſs aſſail my Soul from 
the Roughneſs of my Way. Well, let it 
but lead me to the Kingdom of Go, all 
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vn be gell. | OY 
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How harſh ſoe er the Way, 
Dear Saviour ſtill lead on: 


Nor leave me till I ſay, 
Father, thy Will be done.“ 


He maketh me to lie down in green Paſtures, 
be leadeth me befide the flill Waters —he ro- 


ſtoretb my Soul—he leadeth me in the Paths f 


Righteouſneſs for bis Nameſake. Thus ſang 
the Shepherd King of Iſrael, of Gop his 
Shepherd, who has thus provided of his own 


Goodneſs for the Poor. Tt is his Word, the 
Healing Waters of the Sanctuary, the Water 
of Life, which like a flowing River runs 


through all his Ordinances, and makes 
them profitable to his Saints. His preti- 
ous Promiſes, like Trees ever green and 
conſtantly bearing, yield the Believer a 
conſtant Supply for Nurture and Healing: 

In theſe Ordinances, pervaded and en- 


livened by the River of Gop, the humble 


Soul—the lowly Saint—the Goſpel" LA 
thrives and flouriſhes in the Beauties of 
Holineſs. Here Believers, ' as the Bes 
loved of the Lonp, eat and | drink, 3 and 


reſt j in Sa 


I repeat my With,” that here T might . 


dwell till I remove to Canaan :- but pro- 
vidential Occurences ſometimes cut us off 
from our Privileges, and render our Way 

> K 3  weariſome 
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weariſome to our Souls: ſo it was with our 
Pilgrims; they were diſcouraged and wiſh- 


ed for a better Way. They ſoon found 


one, but dearly to their Coſt; and pur- 
chaſed their Kafe at a dreadful Price, 

To with for Eaſe is natural, and we are 
indulged, to pray for it with Submiſſion : 
but in attempting to avoid Trouble, it be- 
hoves us to be very careful we are not de- 


ceived and led into Sin: He that believetb 


Hall not make haſte, it is ſaid: and again, 
Judge not according to: Appearance, but judge 
righteous : Fudgment. . That Path which de- 
ceived CHRISTIAN, lay along by. the Way, 
and Corned 
the high Road: again, Of the two Ways 
which, pointed alike, he thought it wiſe to 
chooſe the Eaſieſt, and did not conſider the 


Hedge, or the Stile as an Objcction, though 


they { 7 Path from the Highwa 
ö Jer the Lad pe) ath 1 
800 ee by the Word: to go out of 
that Way. is to tranſgreſs: and as the 
Trouble of that Way is defigned for. the 
Trial. . Faith, ang Patience, to go out 
_ of it, is our.carnal Reaſon againſt 
the Wiſdom the 1 — and whither t that may 
| lead us, Gon only knows. 1" ox 
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It is caſier to the Fleſh to follow its own 
Inclinations, than the Will of God; And 


our Folly is emboldened, by the Example 


of others, who walk after the Fleſh, and yer 
like Varn-=CoNnFIDENCE, preſume that By- 
Parn-Mtapow is the Way to the celeſtial 
City. It is dangerous to follow the Exam- 
ple of any but thoſe, who through Faith and 
Patience do inherit the Promiſes. Theſe all 
kept the high Way of Holineſs, or ſuffered 
deeply when they departed from it, and 
are exhibited- in the Word as Exſamples 10 


16. Let us then take Warning, and chooſe 


Suffering rather than Tranſgreſſion. 


„Mark, my dear Friend, che awful Con- 
ſequences of departing from the Way. 


Darkneſs involves our Path, and He that 
walketh in Darkneſs knotveih not whither he 


meth + if we: forſake the Light of Gob's | 


Word, the Light of his Spirit will forks 
us, and give us up to our own Deceivings, 
till we learn our Error by its Conſequences, 
and find ourſelves in ſuch a Dilemma, as 
to be obliged to cry for his Help, | 

Not Darkneſs only, but horrid. Danger 


is in the Way of Tranſgreſſion: every Step 
we take without the Word, we are expoſed 


hehe, a” 
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dum ſbed: che vainly Confident, and Pre- 


ſumptuous, periſh in the Way. Happy 


for us, if we are awakened by their Fall to 
a Senſe of our Danger, and hear that Warn- 
ing to Repentance, Let thine Heart be to- 
ward the Highway, even the Way _ thou 
wontef, turn again. 

But oh ! how: Difficult it is to return 
from. our Wanderings, when Darkneſs 
and Tempeſts within, terrify the Soul: 
When the Guilt of Sin, and a Senſe of the 


Wrath of Gop; harrows up the Conſcience, 


and Troubles without, like a Flood, almoſt 
overwhelm- us: we ſee, and feel then in- 


| deed, that it is an evil Thing, and bitter, that 


we have departed fromthe LorD; and that 
it is much eaſier to fin, than to repent 
and return. Dreadful Diſplays of divine 
Reſentment, both in our Conſciences and 


Circumſtances, renders Repentance a moſt 


difficult Work: 

Mark, my Srurycnn, with Ss in- 

genuouſneſs CunIis TITAN confeſſes his Fault, 

and with what Humility and Affection be 

deprecates his Brother's Anger: ſee too, 
the Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, and Kindneſs of 

\ Hovepvr : here is no reproaching of one 


another —no * 2 poſtulations — no 
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#5 25 5 5 
+4 


®* TOMS SnDp 2a Wag. mw 


. of „ GA to ds as 


vo ws 


> A aA' > > Ee ME SIC 2. Iona” 


* 
4 
1 4 
_ "Y 
as 
» 4 
*Y 
R 
- 


[ 225 J 
taunting Reflections but a tender Smy= 
pathy—a feeling Concern for each other's 
Good. Amiable Example of brotherly 
Love, and of Spirits and Tempers oN 


into the Mould of the Goſpel. = 

So far it was well: though Darkneſs 
covered their Path, Grace, ſtill had the 
Poſſeſſion of their Soul; the Root of the 
Matter was in them. Bleſſed be the Lorp, 
that though our Wanderings, and De- 


partures from the right Way, involve us 


in Trouble and Diſtreſs; they cannot de- 
ſtroy that implanted Principle, which is 


in thoſe who „ 


ruptible Seed of God's Word. 
To return to. our Pilgrims in their Di 
ſtreſs: With all their Skill, they could not 


recover the Stile that Night; but ſctting 


down under a Shelter, and being weary 
they fell aſleep. When Gop withdraws his 
Preſence from us, Ve grope lite the Blind 


at Noonday, and without his ſpecial Guid- 


ance,. cannot recover the Path we have 


forſaken. Hie, ſaith David, reſtareth 
my Soul, and leadeth me in the Hats of 


Righteouſneſs. The Pilgrims did what they, 


could to get back again, this/was right; 


rd do not read that they cried to Gap 
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for; Eight and Help: Sin and Sorrow ſeem 
to have fhut) up their Hearts: A Caſe too 
frequent, Ob, if the Heart be awake to 
Prayer, Dcliveratice is not very far off. 
As the Drowning catch at every Twig, 


ſo the weary Mind embraces every Shelter: 


falſe iRefuges and Reliefs, delay Deliver. 


ance, and dring a ſleepy Su par upon the 


Mind, which muſt be rouſed by ſtill great- 
en Txeuble, The Pilgrims did wroug, 


nhen they left the Highway, they did till 
 nbrefogliſhly to ſleep before they recovered 


it aha / careiul and watchful ſhould we be, 
lad u Hearts be hardened throngtthe Deceitful- 


_ neſaof Sin. dV 1 


Day will ſuaceed to Night, and Light 
tand Place. of Darkneſs: but not always 


me Lighe bf Joy; but the Light of Convio- 


Tien r ſuch a Light, as places Eranſgretfion, 
ad its Fruits, in the mt upbraiding Point 

bor View; and awakens the: Conſcience, to 
_ under in zhe Soul, Haß tbos not procured 


Ibis unto hy! fer thy May in the Valley. 
Alas! if Canis r and his Righteouſneſs ap- 


peur not now co ſupport the Mind, the 
Temptation to Deſpair ſeizes the Soul with 
dhe Strength of a Granr, and impr 
| 1 uin Doors and Fears which are Rronger 


ifons it 


chan the Bars of 4 Casrin 3 
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It-appears ſtrange that Believers of lang 
ſtanding, who have experienced much of the 
Lozd's Faithfulneſs, and taſted of his Lov- 


ingkindneſs, who have triumphed in. the 
Croſs of Cukis r, and rejoĩced in Hope of 


his Glory; it appears ſtrange, I ſay, that 


theſe ſhould doubt, and be tempted to de- 
ſpair. But let us recollect, that in Trouble, 
Darkneſs, and Guilt; the Mind is as little 
able to look back, as it is to look forward 
properly: beſides, the Doubt is whether 
paſt Experiences were not all Deluſion? 
a Doubt this, againſt which there is but 


one Remedy, a freth Application by Faith 


to Jesus CHRIST, which the natural Lega- 
lity of the Heart will hold it back from: 


| beſides, the Darkneſs of the Mind hinders 
it from perceiving ' Hs 1 Light of 


the Goſpel. 

Doubts about the IP of our Souls or 
Circumſtances, brings the Mind under the 
Power of Dirripkxcx, as to all the Means 
of Deliverance; and enervates the Diſpoſi- 


tion towards Endeavours aſter Relief. ir- 
FIDENCE then co- operates with Temptation: 


perhaps it would be ſpeaking more pro- 
perly to ſay it is a Part of it. We read 
nothing about Prayer till the third Night 


of ide Prior: is Impriſonment. 


Ks 
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The Progreſs of Dzseain is ſtrikingly 
marked in the Deſcription our Author 
gives of the Grant's Conduct toward his 


Priſoners. Drspalx cuts off every Sup- 
port and Comfort from the Soul, as when 


Bread, Water, and Light; are denied the 


_ Captive in the Dungeon. Desearn bruiſes, 
and breaks the Soul with bitter Reflections, 
till, weary of its Groaning, it chuſes Strang- 
ling rather than Life, and is tempted to ſuch 


2 Refuge. Faith in, Love to, and. Depend- 
ance upon the Leun. ſeem at their laſt _ 


1% Deep in a cold and joylefs Cell, 
% A doleful Gulph of gloomy Care? 
Where diſmal Doubts and Darkneſs dwell, 
„The dang'rous Brink of black Deſpair ; 
% Chill'd by the icy Damps of Death, 
2 I feel no firm Support of Faith. _ 


«© How can a burden'd Cripple riſe 4 

«© How can a fetter'd Captive flee ? 
* Ah, Lonp ! direct my wiſhful Eyes, 

% And let me look, at leaſt, to Thee. 
Alas! my ſinking Spirits drop, 
*« I ſcarce perceive a Gleam of Hope, 


When ſtrong Chriſtians err from the 


right Way of the Lozp, they are moſt ge- 


nerally in the deepeſt Deſpondency under 
Trouble: while -others who were thought 


| 1 hor in Grace and Fand com- 


bat 


\ 
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bat Temptation, by #7 back to paſt 
Experience, and forward to the Power of 

Gov, as an Encouragement to hope in his 

Mercy. Thus Hoesevur reaſons with his 

Brother, and encourages himſelf to pluck 

up the Heart of a Man, and to try his Ut- 

moſt to break the Bondage of Deseair. 

. Believers are never left of Gop to the 

full Power of DrspaIR: he inviſibly ſup- 
ports and relieves them by ſome lucid In- 
tervals, which afford a faint and glimmer- 
ing Hope, and which are the Harbingers of 
Deliverance; - as the Dayftar is of the 
Morning. Say not in thine Heart, who ſhall 
aſcend to Heaven to bring down ChRISH from 
above, or who ſhall deſcend inio the Deep to 
bring Cunxisr up from beneath ? for it is nigh _ 
thee, in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart, even 
the Word of Faith. Gor works Deliverance, 
and brings Comfort by the Word of Pro- 
miſe. We depart from, and diſhonour him 
by Unbelief; ſo we muſt come back to, 


Grace. : 
That Soul is bh low indeed chat 
cannot pray: how then can they believe? 
it is impoſſible in the Nature. of Things: 
and 3 __ Ns X 
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rr 


and honour him by Faich in his Word of 1 
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do not believe. Faith and Prayer are inſe- 
 - parable. When therefore the tempted Soul 
begins to pray, Faith; is working towards 
Peliverance; and he who pours out the Spi- 
rit of Grace and Supplication, is not far off. 
Fear nat, ſays the Lorp, for I am with thee : 
. be not diſmayed, (if thou canſt pray to me) 
Jam thy God, Iwill! help thee, yea, 1 will 
deliver thee, yea, I will uphold thee, with 'the 
night Haud ef ny Righteouſneſs. l. 
What a Fool am ?“ ſaid CusispIAx, 


A to lie in a ſtinking Dungeon, when I may 


walk at Liberty. I have a Key in my Bo- 
ſom called PROMISE, that will open any 
Lock in Daus ine Cas rA“ Good 
Cnklsrlax, how came this Key into thy 
Remembrance, and why was it not thought 
of before? Thanks to that good Spirit the 
Com ron TER: for be, ſays Ixsus, ball bring 
to aun Remenibrance- all Things | whatſoever: T 
bade ſaid umio vom. It is ſtrange, that in our 


Trouble and Darkneſs, we ſhouid forget 


the Promiſes of Grace, even thoſe: very 
_ Promiſes in which we have formerly: re- 


Joiced, and with which we have comfort- 


ed others: It is alſo equally wonderful, 


how unexpectedly and e eee even 
in the Momam af , ſome pre · 
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cions Promiſe ſhall occur, which ſhall 
at, once revive our Faith and Hope, and 
point out our Duty at the ſame. Time. 

Theſe Experiences of Chriſtians are no 
Evidence. to the World, of the Truth of 
God's Word, and the Preſence of his Spi- 
rit with his Saints; but to them, they are 
precious Proofs, and comfortable Mani- 
feſtations ol his Preſence, and of the Truth 


of all he has called them to believe. The 


Sorrows of Dealb, {aid David, compaſſed me 


abeuty the Pains of Hell gas hold upon me. © 


found: Trouble, and Sorrow.' | Then called 1 


upon the Name: of the Lonp : 0 Lox, I- 


feech thee, deliver my Saul. Becauſe be hath 
anclined bis Ear unto me, there ore will 4 call 
. him as long as. F # 

All Doubts — * 
Eaſe; ſome of them are ſtubborn, and re- 


| quire a Strength of Faith in the Promiſes | 


of Gop;; yetzall, of them in the End ſhall 


be overcome: the Powers of Darkneſs too, 


will exext theii Influence to keep their Cap- 


tive in Bondage, and urge Doubt upon 
Doubt to ſtrengthen the Faul of GranT- 
: Desrain. Our Author's Words, in all the 


old Editions of his PILGRIM was, that the 


Iron Gate, ee made ſuch * 
Ka | 
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nable Cracking, that it waked GA Dr- 
SPAIR : by which Expreſſion he ſeems to 


intimate the Unwillingneſs of our ſpiritual 


Enemies to let go their Prey. Modern 
Editors have left out the Epithet damna- 
ble, as having a prophane . 
they have done well, becauſeFas ir ſtood in 
the old Editions unexplained, it offended 
ſome ſerious People, and it is better to loſe 
one of the Author's Ideas, than hurt the 
Mind of one godly Perſon : yet perhaps, 
if the Editors had underſtood the Meta- 
phor, they miglit have found a Word to 
expreſs the Idea without Offence, © 

Our Pit.Grrms being delivered, do two 


| Things which are the Duty of all who ob- 


tain Mercy of the Loxp : they erected a 
Memorial of the Danger of turning out of 
the Way, that others coming after, might 


eſcape the Sufferings they had gone through. 


They then fang Praiſes to Gop for their 
Deliverance, and went on their Way. Re- 
cording our-own Obſervations, on the Er- 


 . Tors into which we have fallen, and on the 


Conſequences which followed them; may 
be made of ſpecial and peculiar Uſe to our 
fellow Chriſtians, by Way - of Warning : 
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Gop-toward- us in hearing Prayer, and 
working our Deliverance; may tend to en- 
| courage thoſe. whoſe. Hope is as the giving 


up of the Ghoſt, to look again toward his holy 


Tem; le: farewell, SynTYcus, take Care of 


By « Party - Meabow, for though Mr. 
GREAT-HEART.Cut off the GranT's Head, 


I fear DgsPAIR is like the Hydra: thine 
nme 
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s dere are Sonam, Diſtreſſes, and 


in Conſequence of turning out of the Way; 
and theſe of our own procuring through 
Folly and Want of Heed :—as there are 


Temptations for the Trial of our Faith, 
and Troubles that are irkſome to our Fleſh ; 


it is no Wonder that thoſe who eſtimate 


Religion only by theſe Things, ſhould think 
Buſineſs. But as a Be- 
liever's Heart knows its oon Bitterneſs, ſo @ + 


it but a 


Stranger meddleth not with his Joy, he has 
Conſolations, and ſtrong ones too, which 


Dangers in the Way, or rather often 


© , 
9 5 


be derives from various Sources, e o 


him by divine Grace. 
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One of thoſe: Sources is, the Spread of 


the Goſpel, the Increaſe of Carr's Kings 
dom, and the Pröſperity of his Saints. 
The Plalmiſt preyb for this with Fervor: 

Remember me, O Logo, with the Favour 
#hou beareſt unto thy People; O viſit me with 


thy Salvation; that I may ſee the Good of thy 


Choſen—that I may rejoice iin' the Gladugis of 
thy Nation—that I may glory ub thin In- 
Beritance. So likewiſe PauL: Gop, who 


comforteth thoſe that are caſt down, comforted 


us by the coming of Trrus, and not by bis 
coming only, but by the Con wherewith 
be was comforted in you, (that is the Cor- 
inthians, ) wha be told us, your eurineſt De- 
fre, your Mourning, your: fervent ad to- 
Ward me, ſu that I rejoiced the more. 

Our Pijgrims are come to the Durbg⸗ 
_TxpBraNbounta ins; dalled aſo AN URLs 


fisting of Gardens, Orchards, Vineyards, 
and Fountains of Water, Shepherds and 
Flocks; all agree with: the prophetic 

Hieroglyphies whieh doſeribe the Spread 


of the Gofpel, and the Settlement of 
Churches under the Bleſſing of the Moſt 


High. They are called Mountzins, be- 
cauſe fucks Eminenoes afford 4 more ex- 
22255 "1g 3070 0 tenfive 


5 * 
* 


Land. Phe Deſt m ptiòn oſi them, as con- 
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tenſſye Proſpect than lowly Plains: So 
Church Privileges and Goſpel Ordinances, 


lead to more numerous and exten five Views. 


of divine Things, than ſolitary Religion. ö 
Such a bleſſed State of Things is thus 
deſeribed by the Prophet. They ſhall feed 
in the Ways, and their Paſture ſhall be in all 
high-Places. They fhall not hunger nor thirſt, 
neither ſpall the Heat nor Sun ſmite them, for 
be ſbat hath Mercy on them ſhall lead them, 
even by the Springs of Water ſhall be guide 
them, and I will make all my Mountains a 
Way,” and my Highways ſhall be exalted, 
When, my SynTYcae, I took through 


the Metropolis, and compare its preſent 


State, as to viſible Religion, with what it 
was when I was a Youth; I cannot but 
conclude, that a Portion of the Bleſſing pro-— 


pheſied above, is heſtowed upon the prtz- 


ſent Day. What a Number of Temples, 
ſacred to Ixsus and his Goſpel, have been 
opened? what large Congregations: croud 


their Walls, and what burning and ſhin- 


ing Lights haue appeared in their Pulpits? 


clining Zeal, or Departure of the external | 


Glory. Gon grant that the Spirit and 


Power of Religion may keep Pace p ren : 
S017 C28 3 DN 
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4 remember the Time, when parochial 


Pulpits were almoſt univerſally ſhut againſt 
evangelical Preaching, and when it was 
only to be found among the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; with whom alſo it was become 
an almoſt dry and inſipid Form of Ortho- 
doxy. One deſpicably mean and boarded 
Shed, called the Tabernacle, the moſt per- 
fect Contraſt of that in the Wilderneſs that 
can poſſibly be imagined; was the only 
Place where the Light of Truth, and the 
Fire of Zeal ſeemed to be conſpicuouſly 
united. I ſay nothing of its | neighbour 
Place, where Io Artus perverted the Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel with his Sophiſtry. 
In this Shed, Evopias and his Aſſociates 
held forth the Torch of Truth. The Word 


man and was glorified, and neighbouring 


Churches caught the Flame. Evopias 


reared round the deſpicable Shed, the de- 


cent Walls of that Building which now 
ſupplies its Place. Encouraged by the 
Smile of Heaven on this Work, Evopias 
_ reared another Temple at the Weſt Ex- 
tremity of the Town: and Thouſands 


Flocked to hear the Word. His Zeal gave 


the Example to others. AMPLIas in the 


EY South, and SgLIxA in the North and other 


. Parts of this widely extended Habitation of 
| | — 


e 


ouun of Glory that fadeth not away. 


ta 1 
Men, followed his Steps, and the Seal of 
Gop appears upon their Endeavours to 
ſpread his Goſpel :- Multitudes, apparently 
hungering and thirſting, flock to hear the 
Word. 

Forgive me, Friend, this little Digreſ- 
ſion, it has not been very foreign to our 
Subject, but we will now return. On theſe 
DeLEcTaBLE MouNnTains were Shepherds 
feeding their Flocks, and ſtanding by the 
Highway-Side to receive all who came. 
They told the Pronxlus that the Flocks 
were IMMANUEL's, and that he laid down 
his Life for them: and that the Logp of 
theſe MounTains had given them a Charge 
not to be forgetful to entertain Strangers. 
May the Miniſters of Jesus never forget, 
how dear their Flocks are to him; and 
how grand the Motives by which he urges 
them to Watchfulneſs and tender Care, 
Feed the Church of Gop, which be hath pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood: feed the Flock of 
Go which is among you, taking the Over- 
ſight thereof, not by Conſtraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind : nei- 
ther as being Lords over God's Heritage, but 
being Enſamples to the Flock: and when the 
chief Shepherd ſhall appear; ye ſhall receive a 
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| Tue Shepherds Names were KnowLzDos, 


ExpRIEN or, Warcvnevi, and Sinctks : 


denoting the Properties indiſpenſibly ne- 


ceſſary in the Miniſter of Cuxtsr. An ig- 


norant Miniſter is a moſt contemptible 

Creature, an inexperienced one, good for 
nothing, a careleſs one is a Murderer, and 
he who is not ſincere, is a Knave, Yet ſuch 


there are, and there are Fools who are filly 


enough to encourage them. - 

A Miniſter ſhould have Knowledge :—I 
do not mean of Sciences, or Languages 
if he knows them, they may be uſeful 
and ornamental, but they are not neceſſary 
to conſtitute a Miniſter of that Goſpel 
which is calculated for the Poor and Un- 
learned. It is expedient, for Decency Sake, 
that he ſhould be able to ſpeak with 
tolerable Propriety the Language in which 


he miniſters: provided this he above Con- 


tempt, the more plain and __ it is, the 
more likely to be uſeful, - | 

- The Knowledge run r Minifter, 
js a Knowledge of the Bible: of the Sum 
and Subſtance. of that ſacred Book: Its 
Doctrines, with their Dependencies and 
Connections: its Promiſes, Threatnings, 
- Warnings and Exhortations, with their 
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mia Application. He muft;fudy to flew 
bimſelf. approved 1 Gon, a «Workman that 


weed not be eue rightly dividing the Word 
o Truth, 
Not andy muſt the Underſtanding be 


cultivated with Bible Knowledge; but his 


Heart muſt be intereſted in the Truths: 


he muſt know them ta be true, from hav- 
ing felt their Power: his Head and Heart 


muſt be in uniſon: or elſe, if he does not 
blunder in Doctrine, he will in Applica- 
tion, and wound thoſe whom the Loxn 
would Have comforted, and comfort thoſe 
that ſhould be wounded, If he is a Stran- 
ger to Heart work, he will preach without 
Savour, and Converſe without Profit. When 
the burdened and broken in Spirit: the 


Tempted and Afflicted, come to him in 
their Trouble; he can feel no Tenderneſh _ 
for them, becauſe he has no Sympathy "OK 

with them; and when proud and ignorant 


Boaſters talk of Things to which they are 
Strangers, he will not know how to detect 


them. The Man of God ſhould be able 1 
to ſay with the A poſtle, That which tet las 


ſeen toll ur Eye. —beard with our Ear 


and dur Handi have bandled of the Word of 


Life; devlare we uni y. © For the Lite War 
* — we bave ſeen it. _ 


: 
* 
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He muſt be watchful—he muſt take heed 
to himſelf—to his Temper—to his Con- 
duct—to his Miniſtry, that he fulfil it: ex. 
hibiting himſelf an Example of the Faith, 
and a Copy of that Holineſs he preſſes up- 


on others. He muſt watch over the Flock, 


to warn the Unruly, to comfort the Freble- 
minded, to ſupport the Weak : to admoniſb, re- 
prove, inſtruct, and exhort, with all 1 ong- 


 fuffering and Doctrine. He muſt bind up that 


which is broken, and ſeek that which is ſtrayed, 
and 7ake Heed, left there be a Root of Bitter- 


meſs ſpringing up, whereby many may be defiled, 
If any profane Perſons, whoſe ungodly Ex- 


ample may contaminate others: in ſhort, he 
muſt watch to be free fromthe Bloodof all Men. 

He muſt be ſincere, which implies that 
” he muſt be faithful. and earneſt, avoiding 


all trimming, Time ſerving, and Men 
pleaſing 3/ all Cowardice and Slothfulnels ; 


- wot walking in Craftineſs, nor. handling the 


Mord of God deceitfully, but by Manifeftation 
of the Truth commend himſelf to every An 
wh gh in the Sight of Goo. 

Such a Miniſter all the Univerfities * 
: Academics in- the World cannot produce, 
as a Creature of their forming: only he 
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Gifts for Men, can beſtow the Furniture, 


and miniſter the conſtant Supplies of Grace 


neceſſary to conſtitute ſuch a Character, 
Such are the Men to whom J]esus ſays, Fred 
my Sheep, feed my Lambs, and lo, I am with 
you. always, even to the End of the World. 

Let us now, SYnNTYCHE, walk abroad 
with the Shepherds and the Pilgrims : you 
are, | think, fond of a Morning Walk, as 


being conducive to Health: this little Ex- 


eurſion I promiſe myſelf, may be proſit- 


able to the Healch of our Souls. Let us 
aſcend the Mountain of ERROR. Good 


Gop ! what a horrid Precipice, and what 
Numbers dafhed to pieces at the Bottom 


But why muſt Error be called a Mountain? 
becauſe it lifts Men up in their own Con- 


ceits, and makes them e above that which. 
is 7yrillen ;- when they are become vain in. 
their Imaginations, their Heads grow. giddy, 


and they fall from the Heights to which 


they have climbed. Opinions, lay ſome, 
are harmleſs, and to make « Noiſe about 


em, ſavours of Bigotry and narrowneſs 
of Soul; I ſay ſo too of ſome Opinions, 


but while I read of Hereſies and damnable 


Errors, I muſt diſtinguiſh between Opi- 


* 


nion and Opinion ; that is, between Opt». 
| nions 
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nions which are without pernicious Ten- 
dency, and thoſe which draw bad Conſe. 
quences after them. 

Our Saviouk told his Diſciples, there 
would be ſome, who would think the mur- 
dering of them, a meritorious Service in 
the Sight of Gop; this was their Opinion, 
but it was a damnable Error, becauſe it 
led to Perſecution and Murder. The 
Shepherds inſtance the Doctrine of Hy. 
MENIUS and PHILETvUs, who ſaid, ihe Neſur- 
rect ion was paſt already. What Inferences 
they drew from this Poſition, we are not 
informed, but we are told, their Words did 
cas lite a Canter, did increaſe Ungodlineſs, and 
e&verthrow the Faith of ſome: that HyMeNEeus 
and ALEXANDER did blaſpheme, had made 
Shipwreck of Faith aud of a good Conſcience, 
and were delivered to Satan, 


— When fine ſpun Speculations, and curi- 


ous Reaſonings, lead Men off from the 


plain and ſimple Truth of the Goſpel, bey 


are wiſer in ibeir own Conccils, than ſeven Men 
de bo can render a Reaſon, and plunge head- 
long into any Conſequences, however ab- 
ſurd or wicked, rather than retract the 


darling Notion they have adopted, as the 
Offspring of their own Sagacity. 1 haye 


» 
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no Inclination to point out to you the 
Errors of the preſent Day: try the Spirits 
robet ber they be of Gop. Matters of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Sin, are plain and obvious to 
every Conſcience; and every Sentiment 
which is injurious to the Former, and con- 
ducive to the Latter, cannot be the Truth 
of Gop, but is an Error: thus Heritics are 
not only Jubverted by their Errors, but are 


condemned of or in themſelves, that is, in their 


Conſciences. 

Let us now aſcend Mount urin and 
contemplate the Blind, wandering among 
the Tombs. Theſe, we are told, were 
Profeſſors, who held on in the Ways of the 
Loxd, till Affliction and Trouble made them 
weary ; and then they tranſgreſſed for the 
Sake of Eaſe to the Fleſh: Tranſgreſſ on! 
how awful its Conſequences! it involves in 
Guilt: this ſhuts up in Deſpair: * which 
blinds the Eyes of the Mind to the free 
Mercy of a forgiving Gop to poor Back- 
liders, and hardens the Heart to Deſpe- 
ration in Sin. The Beginning of Tranſ- 
greſſion is known, but who knows the End 


of it? 


Ler us be cautious, my Friend, let us FER 


kan Ac and fin not; let us take heed ; 
- 746208 Pe * 3 5 of 
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of tranſgreſſing with a Deſign of returning: 
a Deception the moſl dangerous of any to 
us: and a Tranſgreſſion more inſulting to 
Gop, than the open Rebellion of the Wick- 
| ed. That there is Mercy for repentant 
Sinners, is the Glory of the Goſpel; but 
how do we know, when we go over the 
Stile of Tranſgreſſion, that we ſhall find 
the Stile of Repentance at the other End 
of the Path? 

Cnxisriax and Horror looked upon 
each other with Tears in their Eyes, but 


ſaid nothing to. the Shepherds. The Ex- 


hortation, con your Faulls one to another, 
is to be underſtood with limitation. If we 
have grieved any by our Tranſgreſſion; 
' confeſſion of our Sin, and profeſſion of 
Repentance, may comfort them, and re- 
move their Prejudices againſt us. To con- 
feſs our Sin to an intimate Companion in 
che Goſpel, in relating our ee as 
CugisrTIAx did to FalrHruL; may be 
uſeful, at leaſt not dangerous: but ſuch is 
the Frailty of the human Mind, that it 
might be very injurious to us, to tell, even 


to the Shepherds, all the Things that hum- 


ble us, and make us weep before our Gov. 
But to proceed. Our Pilgrims are 
n a eur to Hell in contradiſtine- 
tion 
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tion 19 the Broad Way which leadeth ts De- 
AHruction, and where the many walk, It is, 
I fear, the Deluſion of ſome to run Riot 
on the Doctrine of the final Perſeverance 
of the Saints: and without underſtanding 
it, abuſe it to the Danger of their Perdi- 
tion. Even Preachers do not always ex- 
preſs themſelves with Scripture Propriety 
and Caution on this Subject; fo as to guard 
the Doctrine from Abuſe, andto ſecure it 
as a Source of Conſolation to the Believer, 
who preſſes on towards the Mark of the Prize + 
of bis high Calling 'of God in Cuxtsr Jesus. 
The Doctrine is frequently expreſſed in 
Scripture with an V and when the / is 
not expreſſed, it is always implied; he 
bold faſt—if ye do theſe Things ye ſhall never 


fall : be that overcometh—he that enduretb it 


the End—and many more Declarations ** 
the ſame kind. Ar 

Shall I be told, that thive are abſolute 
Declarations of the Perſeverance of the 
Sainta to eternal Life? I aſk an Explana- 


tion of the Phraſe: for it is one of thoſe 


Terms that needs to be accurately defined, 
being ſubject to abuſe, if not properly un- 
derſtood. Let us attend to a few of theſe 
ablolute Declarations, and try their logical 
08 - 2 Weight. 


11 

Weight. A Few will ſuffice. Jesus ſays 
of his Sheep, 4 give unto them eternal Life, 
they ſhall never Periſo neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my Hand. But mark, .Svx- 
TYCHE, the Connection: My Sheep bear 
my Voice, and they follow me. Again, who 


are kept. by the Power of Gop, through Faith, 


unto Salvation: regard the Connection: 
Begolten again unto a lively Hope, and kept 
THROUGH FaiTH. Ibo ſball ſeparate us 
from the Love of CnrisT ?- ſhall Tribulation, 
or. Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Na- 
keaneſs, or Sword? For I an perſuaded, that 
neither Death, nor Life; ow Angelt, nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Pdwers;\\nor Jbings preſent, 

nor Things io come, nor Heigbi, nor Depth, 


* nor-auy other Creatures; ſhall be able d fepa- 


rale from the Love mma iaCa RIST 

Jzsvus our LORD, +10 Mm 

Of whom is all this "aid? of thoſe of 
whom the whole Chapter ſpeaks, whoſe 
Characteriſtic is, Hat they wall not after 

the: Fleſh, but after the' Spirit : cabo mortify 


the Deeds of the 1Bady, thut they may dive. 
Theſe Declarations, abſolute, as they are 


termed, do imply, though not expreſs an 


If. 1 fear, therefore, chat the Confidence 
and 155 ä N on the Doc 
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trine of final Perſeverance, may prove an 
awful Deluſion, if the Conſcience, and Ex- 
perience does not run n with the 
Scripture I 

It has been ſaid of Oliver Cromwel, that 
when near his End, he aſked one of his Chap- 
lains, if it was poſlible for one who was 
once in Car1sr, to periſh ? being anſwered 
in the Negative, and told, that “Once in 
CnrisT, always in Caur1sT:” he replied, 
« Then I am ſafe, I am ſure I was once int 
Cuglisr.“ However true the Doctrine of 
the Chaplain, it does not follow, that the 
Inference of the Protector was truth alſo. 


I do not mean to judge his eternal State, but 


I think his Reaſoning unſound and unſafe. 
To look back to paſt Experience, as a 
Means of encouraging Faith and Hope in 
following Gov, and as an Incitement to 
love and cleave to him, is right and uſe- 
ful; but this is very different from a Per- 


ſon's looking back to paſt Experience, to 
comfort and ſupport a rotten Hope, to 


which preſent Conſciouſneſs gives the Lie. 
Myſelf knew a Profeſſor, the Stain and 


Blot of Religion, whoſe Hope reſted on x _ 


Work of Grace, or Manifeſtation of Gop, 


| _— about twenty Years before: 


„ he 
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he inferred from this, that he conld never 


periſh, but muſt get ſafe to Glory at laſt. 
- I wiſh, my SrnTyYcus, that you may al- 


| ways believe with unſhaken Faith; the 


Faithfulneſs of Gop, and the Perſeverance 
of the Saints, while your Conſcience bears 
you Witneſs in the Hol Gnosr, that you 


Valk humbly with your Gop : you will de- 


rive ſtrong Conſolation from it: you will 


look forward, without ſlaviſh Fear, and hope 


10 the End ; but hope not for Glory upon 


Account of what you once was, leſt it prove 


— 


a Deluſion, and the Event ſhew you was 


much miſtaken. Esau, I doubt not, 


thought himſelf fafe once: and Jupas, 


ANANIAS, SAPPHIRA and ALEXANDER, once 


believed themſelves in CarsT: you know 


their End: learn then of the PiIGRIMusS 


and the SnREPHERDSs, “to cry to the ſtrong 


for Strength, and uſe it when you have it.“ 


To go a Bye- Way to Hell, is to reap Dam- 


nation with double Ge. 


We read of ſome falling away who were 
once enlightened, who taſted the good Word of 
God, were made Partakers of. the HoLv 


. Gnosr, and felt: the Power of the World 10 


come. It is hard to ſay, how far a Perſon 


| may go: how may carry on a Pro- 


N teſion, 
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feſſion, and yet fall away: let it excite us 
to Humility, Diligence, and Circumſpec- 
tion, ever looking to It⁊sus to keep us from 
falling. 

How difficult it is to ſee Punger, with- 
out imbibing too much Fear? The Sight 
of the Door on the Side of the Hill, made 
the P1L.G6R1Ms Hands ſhake, and prevented 
a ſteady Look through the Perſpective 


_ Glaſs. The Fear of falling ſhort at laſt, may 


leſſen our rejoicing in Hope of the Glory 
of God; but it will prevent us from falling. 
The Word is our Perſpective, we behold, as 
in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Loxb's Strength, 
of Faith, or Prevalence of Fear, will cauſe 
our Views to be more or. leſs clear and diſ- 
tint. The one ſupports our Hope, the 
other guards us from Preſumption. Happy * 


he who derives Advantage from both! 


I cloſe this Letter, with remarking the 
precious Advantages of enjoying-the Mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpel, and having faithful; 


Shepherds to watch over our Souls. The Di- 


rections of faithful Miniſters, are highly uſe- 
ful to keep us in the Path of Duty: they are 


| like. a Note of the Way to a Traveller. 
Their Warnings and Cautions, if properly 


attended to, will ſave us from much Trou. a 
4+" "awe g L 3 * 
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ble and Danger. Our Prlexrus ſmarted 
for forgetting to beware of the FLaTTERER ; 


but they reaped the Benefit of remembering 
to keep awake on the ENcHANTED GROUND. 

Laſtly, the Prayers, and good Wiſhes of 
our Paſtors, deſerve our Gratitude, and a 
Return in kind: let us pray for them, wiſh 
their Proſperity and Succeſs, and take 
Pleaſure in ſtrengthening their Hands and 
their Hearts: May the Curze Suepnerd 
make chem a continued en to thee, 
and to 


A kan us. 


RN g 94 ' * 2 
- . * 
n . 48 + ; 
* 
» . *. * » 


LETTER x1. 


\ONCEIT, when it is the Foundation 
of any Character, is always ridicu- 

ES 3 ſometimes dangerous; and in Re- 

ligion, ſuperlatively ſo. Were it not that 

| the Ignorance and Preſumption of the Con- 
ceited, lead them into Premunires, they 

© would be the happieſt of Perſons ; becaufe 


| me conſtant good Opinion they have of 
-  themſitves, and of the Wiſdom” pf theft 
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Reproach. They are Strangers to the pain- 
ful Feelings which ariſe from Diffidence: 
they look forward with the boldeſt Hope, 
and backward, without Regret. 

I do not know, SynTYcne, whether Con- 
ceitedneſs be one of thoſe Conſequences 
of the Fall, which ariſe from bodily Tem- 
perature ; as to be ſprightly or dull, haſty 


or gentle, active or indolent; or whether 


it be an acquired Habit of the Mind, ariſ- 
ing from a bad Education, and the Flattery ' 
of ſurrounding Fools. Mr. Bunyan, by 
his mentioning the CounTRY or Concerr, 
ſeems to conſider it as a natural Diſpoſi- 
tion ; and with him, I think, we muſt 
agree, that it is a Diſpoſition calculated to 
eſtabliſh the ſtrongeft Deluſions of Ignor- 
ance and Self-Righteouſneſs. 

Our Author deſcribes Icnorancs as 4 
very briſk Lad: becauſe conceited Pro- 
feſſors are very pert, forward, and poſitive. 
The Dialogue agrees with this Deſcription, 
and through the Whole of it, we ſee the 
Blindneſs of the carnal Mind to the Evit * 


of Sin, the Extent, and Spirituality of the 


Lau, the Miſery and Helpleſſneſs of the 
Sinner, the Gloryand Perfectionof Currst's. 
Righteouſneſs, and the Neceſſity of it to Jul. 
IDA: 1 L 6 - tification. 
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tification. IonoRaxce was comforted with 


the Conceit of having a good Heart, ful! 


of good Motions; and a good Life full of 
Juſt and good Actions : no bitter complain- 
ing of corrupt Nature; no Doubts and 
Fears of falling ſhort at laſt ; but a vain 
Confidence, which ſupported him through 
Death, and accompanied him even to the 
Gate of Heaven. He reſolutely refuſes to 


admit #@ Suſpicion of his State, till the 


Flames of Hell ſcatter his Deluſion. 

Wo ſce, in this Character, a compleat 
Delineation of all that Religion which has 
not CarasT for its Foundation: the vari- 
ous  Subterfuges of a- ſebf-righteous and 
_ deceived Heart, and the Obſtinacy with 
which it cleaves to its own Way. Our 
Author has been particularly attentive to 


the Drawing of this Character, and intro- 
duces it three Times, that we may ſee and 


contemplats it, in its Progreſs and its End. 
What awful Conſternation will ſeize the 
Sauls of ſuch unhappy Ones, when they find 
their Miſtake. We cannot conceive of any 
Thing more dreadful than to pafs through 
Life-in the Belief of being happy hereafter ; 
and to die in Expectation of entering upon 
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open to us : we have eat and drunt in thy Pres 
ſence, and thou haſt taught in our Streets; and 
after all this, to be repulſed with, I never 
knew you, depart from me. To meet with 
Hell when Heaven was expected, muſt make 
Helk double torment. Alas, SyNTYCHR, 
what Numbers are there under this Delu- 
ſion! Loxp, deliver us from AD 
and Selt-Conceit ! 

As our Author has been full in delineat- 
ing this Character, ſo he has been very 
plain; and uſed little or nothing of Meta- 
phor : we will, therefore, diſmiſs IGNOoR- 
ANCE, at leaſt. for the preſent, and attend 
to another Character, but tending to- the 
ſame awful End, namely the Door in the Side 
of the Hill : this was an awful Sight, and 
made our PxLGRIMS tremble ; it was a Man 
bound with ſeven ſtrong Cords, and led 
away. by ſeven Devils. 

He alſo was One who ſet out for the 
Kingdom of God, and had proceeded a 
great Way: not like I6norance, on the 
Foundation of Pride, and Self-Righteouſ- 
neſs ; but on the Plan of the Goſpel: 
had walked in the right Way of the Lokp;” 
and proved, at laſt, a wanton Profeſſor, 
and damnable Apoſtate.” Perhaps it may 
3 , be 
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be profitable, SywTYCns, if we look over 

the Progreſs of ſuch a Profeſſor 
heir Beginning is often ſuch as pro- 

aki great Things in the Chriſtian Life : 

deep Conviction of Sin, and holy Mourn- 

ing for it: warm - Zeal, and even preciſe 


Telderuchs of Conſeience : much apparent 


Love to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
| Growth in the Knowledge of them, attend- 
ed with Gifts: of Utterance. From ſuch 
fair Beginnings, who could expect ſo foul 
an End, as to be poſſeſſed of ſeverrDevils ? 
Vet ſo it has happened, more than once, 
in the Knowledge of thy Friend. 


Do you aſk where the Deviation from 


' the right Way begins? 1 anſwer, in Pride 
and Prefumption : fo lovely and promiſing 
an Appearance attracts Reſpect and Eſteem, 
which begets Pride: a tolerable good Opi- 
nion of themſelves, ſupported by the Ef- 
teem of others, leads on to carnal Security 
and Preſumption: a light and trifling Spi- 

rit takes Place, and Tenderneſs of Conſci- 
ence dies away. Unguarded, and expoſed 
to Temptation; the Enemy of Souls al- 
lures them to a wanton Behaviour and Con- 
duct, and that, oſten too, under the Notion 
0 3 and Freedom from LEGALITY. 
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Jaws ſays, ben tbe unclean Spirit is 
gone out of A Man, he walketh up and down 
. ſeeking Keſt, and findeth none; and be ſaith, 
T will retursm io my Henſe from whence I 
came: and when be returneth, be findeth it 
empty, ſwept, and garniſbed: then goeth he 
and t@keth to himſelf, ſeven other Spirits more 
wicked than bimſelf, and they enter in and 
dwell there, and the laſt End of ww — 
is worſe than the Beginning. 

Solomon ſays, His own Iniquitie ſhall 
take the Wicked himſelf, and be ſhall be boldꝶi 
with the - Cords of bis Sins. The fecofdl 
Poſſeſſion of Sin and Satan is more 6. 
lent and ſtrong than the firſt. Such un- 
happy Ones become ſe ven- fold more the 
Slaves of Corruption, than they wen be- 
fore they aſſumed a Profeſſion; of Religion, 
and their Apoſtacy is n marked 
with indelible Reproach, * 

The Condemnation of ſuch is cetribis | | 
indeed: for if after they have paßt b. 
 Pollutions of the World, through the Rub. 
ledge of the Loxp and Saviour Jesus 
Cnr1sT, they are again entangled therein, 
and qvercome; the latter End is worſe with 
then than ibe Beginning: for it had been 
_ for them not to have known the — 4 


f 
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of Righleonfneſs, than after they have kuown 
t, 10 lurn from the holy nnn deli- 
vered unto them. 
I know not, my Friend, i in 1 all the World, 
a Sight ſo ſhocking and Heart-wounding, 
as to ſee a Profeſſor, once lovely and uſe- 


ful in the Ways of God, debaſed by Satan, 


and led captive by bim at his Mill: a Slave to 
Luſts and Corruptions, which would have 
ſhocked him in his firſt carnal State: ſuch 
a Sight is truly awful, and if we have been 
in Habits of religious Intimacy with them, 
it is peculiarly diſtreſſing : This 'Turx- 
AWAY, at Sight of the P:LGkrIMs, held 
down his Head like a Thief that is found: 

for thoſe wretched Apoſtates, know not how 
to bear the Preſence of thoſe, who are what 
they once thought themſelves to be. How 
then will they be able to face him whom 


they have crucified afreſh, and put to open 


Shame. 
Let ſuch awful Example teach us to be 


ſober, to be vigilant, becauſe our Auverſary the 
Devil, goeth about as 4 roaring Lion, ſeeking 
whom be may devour, May he who 1s able 
to keep us from falling, preſent us faultleſs be- 
fore the Pre IN 7 bis gt! with exceed- 
ing Jo? ! 

This 
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This Occurrence of the Man poſſeſſed 
by ſeven Devils, was ina very dark Lane, 
by which ſeems to be meant ſome Time or 
Seaſon favourable to the abounding of Ini- 
quity, and unfavourable to Godlineſs. The 
Sight the PiLGRIMs had feen, called to 
CuRISsTIAx's Remembrance, a Story he 
had heard of a PiIGRIM, who in that Place 
was robbed. Times of abounding Iniquity 
are perilous to Saints as well as others, 

To be ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory to 
God, is a Bleſſing all the Seed of Abraham 
ſhould ſeek, and cry with the Diſciples, 
Lo&D incregſe our Faith. If Faith be weak, 
and we ſtagger at the Promiſes through Un- 
belief ; it is much if we do not-diſhonour 
Gop, and wound our own Souls; in a Time. 
of Temptation. To have Faith, though 
but a little of it, is an unſpeakable Mercy, 
becauſe that little Faith has the Promiſe of 
eternal Life: but then, it is not likely to 
abound either in Comforts or Victories, in 


the Way to Heaven. We ought to love 


and value ſincere Souls, though their Faith 
be weak: but let us be emulous of follow- 
ing brighter Examples; who through Faiths 
wrought Righteouſneſs and obtained Promiſes. 
Believers ſhould beware of a drouſy, in- 


dolent ſtate of Mind: eſpecially when, 


| ( £88- | 
and where their Enemies are abroad. Let 
#us not-fleep, as do others, but let us watch and 
be fober ; is an Admonition always ſeaſon- 
able. LirrIE-Farru did wrong to fleep 
at all, but to ſleep at the End of Drap- 
_ MaN's-Lavt, was like ' ſleeping at the 
Mouth of a Lion's Den, or on the Top of 
a Maſt, Time and Place greatly aggra- 
vate Faults, and increaſe Danger. When 
the LorD' the Spirit rouſes the Heart with 
his Call, Awake thou that leepeft, and ariſe 
From the Dead; and when he fets the Sin- 
fulneſs ofour Sloth before our Conſciences ; 
cken is the Time that Temptations fer in to 
rob us of our Peace and Comfort. 
Where there is but little Faith, Foe 
makes the Heart faint at the Sight of Dif- 
ficulty, and miſtruſtful of the Promiſes of 
| Gop + and when Fears and Doubts poſſeſs 
the Mind, there is no Peace and Joy in 
Believing, but the contrary. The Soul 
may pray, and complain, and cry to (50> 
for-gJoſt Comforts; but where there is 
But Httle Faith, Guilt will prevail ſo as to 
beat down Hope, and ſtop the Mouth as to 


* Prayer. Davin. who was a Man of Faith, 


complains, that bis Iniqurizes, that is, the 
IR of the * overcobrimed in, 
ö * 
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that be was not able to lozk up: What then 
muſt: be the Caſe with wenne 
WY this, 


% When thouſand Sins © of various Dyes, 
Corruptions dark and foul, 
6 Daily within iny Boſom riſe, 
And blacken all my.Soul ; 
| * 1 groan, and grieve, and cry, and call. | 
On Jesvs, tor Relief; 
gut that delay'd, to doubting fall, 
Of all my Sins the Chief,” 


In a former Letter, I took Notice of the 
myſterious Nature of thoſe wicked, or diſ- 
treſſing Ideas, which ſeem as if ſhot into 
the Mind ſaddedly; Ideas, fo contrary” 
even to ſome Parts of corrupt, as well as 
renewed. Nature, that we'ſhudder and are 
terrified at them. The Inference was, that 
though we could not define the Mode by 
which Spirits without, -could inject; or ſtir 
Thoughts within us; yet Experien 
liſhed the Fact. This Fact eftabliſh= 
ed, begets another Queftion : Do Spirits 
without us, know the real State of Things 
within us? 'Tanfwer ho: only as Phylicians 
know the/State of a Patient; that is, by 
Symptotne in which, however, they are 
often 2 may our ſpiritual Ene- 

The Thieves who homies LirrLE- 
mw wort Wool T1! 112 Farr? 
. 
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Farrn, fled at the Suppoſition that the 
good Man had GREATER GRACE, and a 
BETTER CONFIDENCE than he really had. 


It is well for us that our ſpiritual Ene- 
mies cannot come gt the Knowledge of 
all that paſſes within us: did they Know 


all, their Opportunities for Miſchief would 
be more frequent than they are: It is alſo 
a Mercy that they are afraid of Reſiſtance, 
and this ſhould animate us to reſt againſt 
Sin, flriving even unto Bloaeoe. 
We come now to conſider, what theſe 
three Thieves, Fainr-Hearr, MisrRusr, 
and GurLT, took away from LITTII-Fatru, 
and what they could ut rob him of. They 
robbed him it ſeems of his Syznping-Mo- 
NEY: but his JewzLs, and his c FICATE» 
hey could not take, | 


his 1 it 3 ng 
WF. means thoſe comfortable Frames 


and Feelings, which are ſometimes excited, 
under the Ordinances of the (Goſpel, or in 
pri vate Meditation; and which are what 
the Family of the LirrLe-Farrh' Ss, prin. 
cipally live upon: ſo that when theſe are 
wanting, to uſe good CurISTIAN'S mt. 
ſion, „they go with many a hungry belly: 
for they believe and hope, as to their State, 
very little more than they feel Now when 
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the Senſe of Guilt is more than the Power 
of Faith, theſe Comfarts cannot ſubſiſt, and 
the poor Child of Gop drags on very hea- 
vily and uncomfortably. He has Faith 


enough to lead him to Heaven, but not 
cnough to comfort him in the Way thither, 


Davio loſt his Comforts through Guilt : 
but being a Man of Faith, he regained 
them. I had fainted, ſaid he, unleſs I had 
believed to fee the Goodneſs of the LorD in the 
Land of the Living. Thou who haſt ſbewed 
me great and fore Trouble, ali quicken me 
again, and ſhalt bring me up from the Depths 
of the Earth: thou ſhalt increaſe my Greatneſs, 
and comfort me on every Side: my Tongue alſa 
Pall talk of thy Righteouſneſs all the Day long: 


for they are confounded, for they are brought 


unte Shame that ſeek my Hurt. 
 Contemplate the Life of a Chriſtian in 
whateverPoint of View we may, all Things 
prey” ee ſhew the Importance of a ſtrong, 
„lively Faith. It is the Hand, the 


Eye, the active Power of the Soul with re- 


gard to Cuntsr its Object: it looks to 
him for Help, it lays hold on him for 
Strength, it is the Life and Vigour of Hope, 
and the Ardency of Prayer. Ir will not ler 
1 50 WD a Bleſſing. It will either pre- 


ſerve 


1 
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ſerve us from falling; or, when we are 
down, it will lay hold on Gan and TORDTE 


us to riſe again. 


« The Faith that unites to the Lamb, | 
„ And brings ſuch Salvation as this, 

Is more than mere Notion or Name: 
Ahe Work of Gop's Spirit it is. 


| «A Principle active and young, 
e That lives under Preſſure and Load: 


e That makes out of Weakneſs more Strong, 
And lifts the Soul upwards to God. 

O for a goodly Meaſure of this precious 
Grace! let us pray for it, and uſe the ſame 
Means our Father Abraham did ta attain 
it. Theſe were negative and poſitive; that 
is, there were ſome Things which he would 


not conſider as of any Weight at all, when 


a Promiſe of God was in queſtion: theſe 


were bis own Body as good as dead, for he was 
an hundred Years old : and the ieadueſs of Sa- 
tabs Womb, who was ninety. And there 

Vas one Thing which he, conſidered as of 
principal Importance, and of this he was 
fully perſuaded; namely, 1b "Gop was 
able to perform what he bad promiſed. Thus 
Abraham, againſt all apparent Hope and 
Probability, believed in real and/eady Hope, 
that he ſhould be /he Father of many Nations, 

and the Father of a Seed, in whom all the Na- 


Pons of the Earth fbould be Bleed. 1 
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I hear you, SynTYcns, and will weigh 
your Objection. It is the Will, and not 
the Power of God, of which you doubt. 
And why doubt hisWillingneſs?do you mean 
to compliment his Power, at the Expence 
of his Goodneſs and Sincerity ? Are not the 
Promiſes all yea and Amen in Cukisr Jesvs; 
10 the Glory of Gov by us? Are they not all 
of his own Option and Free Grace? Where. 
fore then doubt his Willingneſs? Aye, ſay 
you, but how do I know the Promiſes are 
made to me?. I do not doubt but Gop is 
able to do for me in Spirituals and Tem- 
porals all I want, but if he has not pros 
miſed 10 me, how can I infer any Thing in 
my Favour from the Will of Gop? Aa. 
ham was called by Name, and could not be 
miſtaken: but I am nat named in conjunc- 
tion with the Promiſes ; nor can I know-- 
my Intereſt in them, unleſs rhe Spikir of 
Gop applies and brings them home to my 


Heart. So, now all is out: the whole Ar- 
cana of Unbelief, and the Diſtemper and 


Weakneſs of LitTLE-Farrh : but you ſhall 
wait for my Reply till my next Letter; 
2 and Peace be with thee, and : 

anne | 


E. 122 
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LETTER XXII. 


ö 
T. Queſtion between us, SYNTYCHE, 
is not whether Faith be the, Gift of 
God, and whether it be wrought in the Heart 
by the Spirit of Gor; becauſe the Scriptures 
have ſettled this Point with a literal Plain- 
+ neſs that cannot be diſputed : but whether 
the Promiſes of Go are Objects of our 
Faith, fimply conſidered as the Dod Gon, 
who cannot Lie, or whether, to make them 
Objects of Faith, there muſt be a parti. 
<ular Application of them by the Horx 
 *GnosT? I aſſert the former, and deny the 
latter of theſe Propoſitions: and ſhall give 
my Reaſons both generally and particularly. 
And firſt, generally; the Words of Pro- 
miſe, are the Words of the Hor Gnosr 
bimſelf, and as ſuch are invariable Truth, 
and demand my Faith, They are con- 
firmed by tbe Oath of Gon, that by two im- 
 mulable Things, in which it is impalſible for 
Go to Lie; all who have fled for Refuge ts 
lay hold on the Hope ſet before us, might bave 
ſtrong Conſolation. The-1mmutable Truth of 
God is then, the Foundation of Faith, and 


the Source of Conſolation. 1 
put 
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But Secondly and particularly: The 
Loxy himſelf thus commands. Him that 
feareib the Lon b, and obeyeth the Voice of 


bis Servant; if be walk-in Darkneſs and ſee 


no Light, let bim truſt in the Lox b, and ſtay 
(or lean) apen his Gop. That this is not 


a. Truſt of Hazard, or a blind Confidence, 
let us hear the Promiſe itſelf - will lead 


the Blind by a Way which they know not, 
and in Paths which they have not known ©. 
Iwill make Darkneſs Light before them, and 
crooked Things ſtraigbt: this will I as unto 


' "them, and not for/ſake them, ſaith the Lorp. 


But again, it is not the Office of the 
Loup the Spigir to make that to be Truth, 
by particular Application, which was not 


ſo before: he mercifully helps our In- 


firmities, with Groanings and Deſires which 
are more and greater, - often, than "the 


Tongue can utter. But why chis, if we 


have not already an Intereſt by Promiſe 
in the Things groaned after? and that in- 


dependent of a Faun Arne of 


th at Promiſe ? 
- Heſballbring to your Remembrance all Things 


ſever, that I ba ve ſaid to you: So Jevvs 


promiſed. And at Times when we are oer. 


8 with our Trouble, and em eloped 
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in our own Darkneſs, that gracious Spirit 
brings, juſt as it were in nick of Time, for 
our Relief, a ſuitable Word of Promiſe into 
our Remembrance. But-the Promiſe was 
true, and involved our Mercies before this 
Recollection. This is indeed an Applica- 
tion of the Promiſe-to a Time of Need; 
but does not make it a Whit more true, 
or give us a Right in it which we had not 
before. I have often heard good People 
ſay, „The Loxp gave me ſuch a Promiſe 
at ſuch a Time:“ as if they had no Right 
to that Promiſe before. Would it not be 
more agreeable to the Scriptures, to ſay, 
The Loxp brought to my Memory ſuch a 
Promiſe? Clearneſs of Ideas on this Sub- 
ject, contributes much to ſ] piritual. Eſtab- 


liſhment. 


When Tuonas was geld of the Reſur- 
rection of the LoxD Jzsvs, he would not 
believe without a particular Application: 
' Except I fee the Print of the Nails in bis 
Hands, and put my Fingers into the Print of 
the Nails, and thruſt my Hand into his Side, 
Iwill not believe. Thomas was gratified : 
his indulgent Logo, both in Kindneſs and 
_ Rebuke, ſaid, Reach hither thy Finger, and 
behold my Hands, and reach bither thy Hand, 


*r . „„ 
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and thruſt it into my Side,; and be not fait big, 


but believing. This was a very particular 
Application indeed; and Tnomas cried, 
My Lord! and my God! 

I beg my SyNTYcus will remark the 


| Anſwer of Jesus. TroMas, becauſe thou 
haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed—bleſſed are” 


they that have not ſeen, and yet bavs believed. 
The Inference, my Friend, is plain: this 


Petulance of 'Trwomas, in doubting the Ve- 


racity of the Witneſſes of the LoRb's Re- 


ſurrection, and demanding ſuch a particu- 
lar Manifeſtation of it to himſelf; was dit- 


pleaſing to Jzsvs ; and thoſe who believed 
without it, were praiſed and commended 


above him : how much more may we ſup- 


poſe this to be the Caſe, when God, the 


Promiſer, is called upon for Proof, and 
peremptorily told, that without a particular 


Application of the Promiſe to me, I will | 


not believe? 1 
But God, ſay you, called Abraham by 


Name, and he could not be miſtaken ; but 
Tam not named in Conjunction with Stop 


SYNTYCHE; Do you know your own Name? 
Every Man who does, will certainly find 


it in Conjunction with ſuch Promiſes, aye, 
and Efeeatenaigs too, throughout the. N. 


M 2 bs 
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ble, as belong to him; ſo that, if he docs 
but know his own Name, he cannot miſtake 


what Gop ſpeaks to him in particular. 
Names, in the Application of Scripture 


Promiſes, or Threatenings, are not perſonal ; 


as, AnDREw, PETER, ThHoMas, &c. but 
| Characteriſtics, as Poor, Needy, Oppreſſed, 
Afflicted, Blind, Naked, Proud or Humble, 
Full, or Hungry and Thirſty, Stout- 


Hearted, or Broken-Hearted, &c. ſo that 


if a Man's Eyes are open to what he is, 
what his Conſciouſneſs makes him feel 


himſelf to be, he cannot miſtake in tak- 


ing to himſelf, whatever he finds in Scrip- 
ture addreſſed to the Characteriſtic he ſees 
and feels to be his own.—Gop ſpeaks thoſe 
Words to him in particular, and to all who 
are like him, with the ſame Application: 
and if he believes what is ſpoken, his 

Hopes and Fears, will be reſponſive to the 


Word, and he will never ſhut.up his Bible, 


complaining he can find nothing there 
for him. 

That ABRAHAM, af many. others were 

addreſſed by Gop, under their perſonal 

Names, is true: but then, it was about 

Matters and Things to which they were 


called nen, to the Excluſion of 
all 
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all other Perſons: Things in which they 


acted as the peculiar Miniſters of God, to 
do his Work and accompliſh his Purpoſes. 
But Threatenings to warn, and Promiſes ts 
comfort, are deſigned for the Uſe of innu- 
merable Multitudes, in an infinite variety _ 
of Characters, Situations, and Circum- 
ſtances ; they do therefore as infallibly ap- 
ply to theſe Characteriſtics, and to the Per- 
ſons who bear them, as the Promiſes made 
to ABRAHAM, Mosts, JosHua, or JEPH- 
THAH, did to the Perſons n thoſe 
Names. | 

I think, Sprebtis I have performed 


my Promiſe; and ſhewn that there is no 


more Reaſon to doubt the Will of Gon to 
do us good, than there is to doubt his 
Power: and that we have juſt the ſame 
Reaſon to believe the one as the other with 


Reference to ourſelves. Our Buſineſs is 


to mark the Suitableneſs there is between 


the Words ſpoken, and our Circumftances, 
and to remember, that the Speaker is Gon, 


the failhful GoD, who keepeth Covenant and 
Mercy for ever. We willnow, if you pleaſe, | 


return to LiTTLE-FAlTH—— j 


We were conſidering what Farnr- 
Heazr, MrsTRUST and GuILT took away 
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from him, and what they could not de- 
pri ve him of. He loſt his Comforts, 
which he uſed to live upon, and having 
but little Faith, went poor and ſorrowful 
all bis Days. It is a ſad Thing for thoſe 


who have more than a little Faith, to loſe 


their Comforts; which they affuredly will 

if they tranſgreſs: they had beſt therefore 
watch, and be ſober ; for though they may 
not much fear two of theſe Thieves, FainT- 


HzarT, and MisTrusr, they 1 find 


Guru too hard for them. 
Some Things, it ſeems, ie ne 


could not be deprived of, not owing to 
any Cunning of his, but to the Care of his 
Maſter : theſe were, his JW Is and his 
- CERTIFICATE. Bleſſed be Gos, that there 
are ſome Things a Believer ſhall not loſe, 
but which are ſecured to him by an un- 
changeable Covenant, and that in Spite of 


Har 


Ixwxxs, my dear Srxrvctin,: are very- 


aaluable: Things: they are more fo than 


Money; becauſe a Few of them will coſt a 
great deal of Money to purchaſe. They 


have an intrinſic Value, becauſe they are 
CTurce and rare. The Diamond, the Topaz, 
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the Stones of the Brook, or the Pebbles of 
the Highway: they are difficult to find, 
and Men labour hard, and dig deep into 
the Bowels of the Earth, to obtain a very 
Few. of them. 

Valuable in themſelves, Jewels become 
more ſo by means of the beautiful Poliſh, 
and the curious Settings they receive from 
the Hand of the Workman, by which they 
become the Ornament and Pride even of 
Royalty itſelf. Becauſe of the Scarcity and 
Excellence of Jewels, and the Value put 


upon them on that Account; the Loxp ſays 


of thoſe that fear him, and think on his 
Name; /bey ſhall be mine in the Day when 1 


make uſt my Ferwels, 


- The Rabil GRacks: of the Srinür- | 
which. are his. own. Workmanſhip in the 
Saints, are the beautiful and ſhining JewLs, 
which conſtitute their true Riches; as 
worn by them here, they indicate the high 


Birth and Royalty of the Wearer: but the 
Luſtre and Beauty of them, is much tar- 


niſhed by the Duſt and Filth of Sin con- 
tracted in this Pilgrimage. When the 
Children of the King ſhall appear in full 


Dreſs at their Father's Court; all Duſt and 


Finn ſhall be wiped from their Ixwzrs, 
. M4 1 and 
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and they ſhall ſhitie i in all their Satay and 
Glory. 
Faith, Hope, Labs; Humity, Meek- 
nefs, Patience, Longluffering, Compaſ- 
fion, and Mercy, are gracious Diſpoſizions 
wrought in the Heart by the Holr 
Gnosr: they are the Believer's JewELs, 
| andiit is his Duty to wipe and keep them 
clean, that their Beauty and Luſtre may be 
apparent: as they conſtitute the heaven!y 
Character, they are called Wiſdom, and 
their Value is thus defined. | 
Wiſdom is better than Rubies, and all the 
. » Things that may be defired are not to be com- 
pared to it. It cannot be valued with the Gold 
of Ophir, with the precious Onyx, or the Sap- 
pbire. It cannot be gotten for Gold, neither 
Pall Silver be weighed for the Price thereof: 
_ the Gold and the Cryſtal, cannot equal it, and 
- the Exchange of it ſhall not be for Jewels of 
| fine Gold, No mention ſhall be made of Coral, 
or of Pearls, for the Price of Wiſdom 16 above 
Rubies : the Topaz of Ethiopia ſhall not equal 
. neither ſpall it be valued with pure Gold. 
| No ow LitTLE-Faith loſt not his Jxwers, 
nor his CERKTiricarg: what that was, we 
conlidered 1 in a former Letter, when we 
were with Cagtsrian at the Crofs. Before 
we diſmiſs this Topic, let me recom- 
. mend | 


Wh 8B 
mend to my Friend; an attentive Conſi- 
deration of the Diſcourſe between the Pil- 
grims, in Conſequence of the Story of 
LitTLE-FAtTH. It ſtates the Difference 
between Grace and Nature, alſo between 
great Grace and little Faith : it deſcribes 


the Difliculty and Danger of our Conflicts, 


the Duty of Humility, and Diffidence of our 
own Strength, and the Neceſlity of ſtrong 
Faith. Over and above all, it teaches the 
Importance of that Prayer of Mosss ; If thy 
Preſence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 

As there are true and faithful Shepherds, 


who are appointed by the King of Zion to 


conduct his Sheep in the right Way, ſo 
there are cunning Men who lie in wait to de- 
cetve, and who, taking Advantage of the 


unſuſpecting Credulity of weak or inatte- 


tive Minds, do turn them out of the right 
Way. Paul complaining of theſe, calls 
them, fal/e Apaſtles, deceitful Workers, Mi- 
nifters of Satan transforming themſelves imo 
Miniſters of Curtsr. They deceive, by 

varniſhing their Errors, with an Appear- 
ance or Likeneſs of Truth: or rather, the 


Doctrines they propoſe are ſo artfully ſtated, __ 
that they ſeem as productive of Holineſs 


and Comfort, as thoſe from which they 
:- 9 would. 
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would allure us: they appear indeed to be 
different, but exactly tending to the ſame 
End. The Men themſelves alſo, uſually 
affect an Appearance of exceeding Picty, 

a Pretence to great Illumination and Zeal, 
and /peat great fwelling Words of Vanity. 

It was near the DeLecTaBrE Moun- 
TAINS, that CrurisTIAanN and Horrul, met 
with the FraTTERER. Wherever Gop has 

his Churches, the Devil will have Chapels 
near them. In this Metropolis, my dear 
Friend, where Gop has of late Years been 
raiſing many Temples, where the Doc- 
trines of the Croſs are preached ; many 

Synagogues of Satan have been opened, 
to promalgate another Goſpel ; which like 
patent Medicines, and Manufactories, is 
puffed off with all the Pompoſity of * 
guage and Pretention. Never was the 
Caution of our Maſter more neceſſary than 
at preſent : Take Heed what and how ye hear. 


2 No Prophet, or Dreamer of Dreams, 
No Maſter of plauſible Speech; 
To live like an Angel who ſeems, 
Or like an Apoſtle to preach, 
Should meet with a Moment's Regard, 
_ Ia *« But rather be boldly withſtood : 
*«© Tf any Thing eaſy or hard _ 
| He teach ſave the Lamb and his Blood. SR 
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It oſten is the Caſe, that Teachers of 
falſe Doctrines are deceived themſelves: 
and in that Caſe, he Blind lead the Blind, 
zill both fall into the Ditch : but moſt com- 
monly they are „ Men black of Fleſh,” 
that is; Men of corrupt Minds, who ſpeak* 
perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after” 
them, having Mens Perſons in admiration be 
cauſe of Advantage : And ſometimes. they 
make a very pretty Living of their Trade. 
Plauſible as many falſe Doctrines ſeem 
to be, and as pious in their Tendency as fhe- 
right Way; they gradually turn away from it 
toa directly contrary Tendency ; for evil Men 
and Seducers wax worſe and worſe, deceiving 
and being deceived, and generally terminate,, 
by making Shipwreck of Faith and. of a god 

Conſcience. © 

When a Child of God is (duced from 
the right Way, as CuRISTIAN and Hops-- 


FUL were, their Minds become entangled 


and perplexed, and for want of that Unc- 
tion from the holy One, which uſed to- 


teach them all Things, they find their Per- 
plexities inextricable. Docrrines which: - 


Cauſe to err from. the Commandment, can nei- 
ther give Light nor Comfort to them; and 
their own: [n-Experfenccat length ſhews them, 


M 6 that. 
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that they are in an evil Caſe; but how to 
get out of it, and return to the right Way, 
is the Difficulty. 
"You knew ARTABANES, a lovely, lively, 
and affectionate Diſciple: Curioſity led 
him to hear Euynorsus, and being young, 

ardent, and unſuſpecting, he was deceived. 
: Evpronais had the Tongue and Powers: of 

un Angel: he ſeemed to burn like a Seraph 

for the Glory of Jæsus for the Efficacy of 
his Blood to heal the Conſcience—and for 
the Perfection of his Righteouſneſs to juſ- 
tiſy and ſave. But under the Pretence of 
exalting a finiſhed Salvation, he denied 
the ſanctifying Work of the Spirit on the 

Heart, as derogatory to, and inconſiſtent 
with it. 

ARTABANES ſwallowed the Baie wil ar- 

dent Zeal for the Honour of Cartsr Jrsus. 
in the Salvation of Sinners, induced him to 


"ſwallow it. He forſook the Flock of Euo- 
'DIA8, and aſſociated with that of Eveyor- 


nus: promiſing . himſelf abundantly more 
Peace and Comfort, and flattering himſelf 


with the Hope of leſs Trouble from Sin 


and Temptation, reges the Power of fuck 
en Doctrines. 515 

A little Time awd to ſhew 2 the 
End to which the Tenets of Euphokhus 


*. 
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led. He ſaw in his Diſciples, a light, tri- 
fling, and wanton Spirit : he felt the 'Ma- 
lady creeping upon himſelf, and began to 
be alarmed : he was perplexed and knew 
not what to do; for though he had embrac- 
ed Antinomian Principles with Fondneſs, 
he dreaded the Spirit and Practice of them: 
and he was equally afraid that if he verged 
toward his former Sentiments, his Mind 
would ſink into Legality and Bondage. 
Tired at laſt. with what he faw, heard 
and felt, he looked back with Regret to the 
Way from which he had departed. A thou- 
ſand Times did he wiſh himſelf again 
amongſt his former Aſſociates, but Guilt 
and Shame prevented his Return. 

In this Caſe he lay long, like Cur1s- 
TIAN and his Companion in the Net: he 
became more and more convinced he had 
forſaken Truth for Error, and called him- 
ſelf a thouſand Fools for ſo doing: To re- 
turn to Sentiments was eaſy : but to return 
to the Life, Love and Power of thoſe Sen- 

timents, was not ſo eaſy : it was more than 
he could do. He did what he could; he 
ceaſed lo hear the Inſtruction which cauſeth to 
err n om the Words of Knowledge, and ſought 
the Lord, enquiring the Way to Zion, with 
bis Face thither ward, with Weeping and Sup- 
8 The 
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The Spirit of the Lon, whom he had 
—_ by his high-flown Pride of ſuperior 
Goſpel-Knowledge, was pleaſed to reviſit 
him, with his kind Influences, The Heart 
of ArRTABANES, was reanimated with Love 
to the Truth as it is in Jesus: he again ex- 
perienced Peace aud Joy in believing, and was 
again the Subject of Hungerings and Thirſlings 
after Righteouſneſs, and walked in Humi- 
lity and Prayerfulneſs before the Loxp. 
. - His Brethren, whom he had grieved by 
his Departure from the Truth, ſaw his Re- 
turn with Pleaſure, and ſoon confirmed | 
their Love towards him. Thus was Ar- 
T4BaNnts- reſtored as to outward Privileges, 
as well as inward Grace. But his Mind 
vas long pained with deep Regrets for his 
- Levity and wandering from the right Way: 
he was alſo exerciſed with ſore Trouble in 
the Fleſh, which he could not help but 
conſider as a Rod of heſtllement for his 
} Folly. 
hes Things 3 himſelf relat- 
| a <d: to me: I write. them to my SYNTYCHE, 
as I think they are illuſt rative of this Part 
- », af the Allegory. I will cloſe this Epiſtle 
with Paur's Exhortation to us both, Bre- 
8 * a Vhew yulich cauſe lo among 
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you, and avoid them, for they ſerve not our 
Lok Jrsus CurIsT, but their own Bellies, 
and by good Words, and fair Speeches deceive 
the Hearts of the Simple. Thine affection- 
ately in the Truth of the Goſpel, - 
ANDRONICUS. 
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LETTER. XXAuL 


He various, my SYNTYCHE, and even 
oppoſite in Nature, are the Devices of 


Satan to deſtroy our Faith and Hope. 


Some he cheats out of their Religion by ex 
traordinary religious Pretenſions; thus in our 
laſt Letter we conſidered the Flatterers and 
their Wiles. In this we are to ſte him play 
another Game, and endeavour to laugh our 
Pilgrims out of their Faith in inviſible Re- 
alities. Satan has an Army of Mockers, to 
ſcoff, taunt, jcer at, and deride the profeſſed 
Followers of Irsus. He knows there are 
but very few that can bear the pointing of 


the Finger, or ſtand the Force of Ridicule, - 
; unleſs they have the Root of the Matter in 
them; and even then, he knows he ſhalt vex 


and grieve them. Davry's Heart was fore 
vexed, becauſe hypocritical Mockers gaped. 
en on with their Mouths. 

Their 


* 


5 


17 
* 


„ 
There are two Sorts of Mockers at ſeri. 
ous Godlineſs, both of them belong to 
the Arnmsr Family, who by their Works 
deny Gop, and are fooliſh enough to ſay in 
their Hearts, There ts uo God. The firſt Sort 
of theſe Mockers, are thoſe prophane Wiſe- 
acres, who, though born and brought up 
in a Chriſtian Land, know juſt as much of 
the Chriſtian Religion as the Inhabitants 
of OranirE: but who ſo forwaid as 
_ theſe, to crack their Jokes, and laugh at the 
Follies and Chimeras of the Saints? 

_ Theſe are formidable only to young Diſ- 

ciples : and where the Arrows of Convic- 
tion have only glanced, and have not deeply 
penetrated the Heart, they too often ſuc- 
ceed, and laugh Religion out of Counte- 
nance. But older, and more eſtabliſhed 
Perſons, can treat ſuch Mockers with Con- 
tempt, and deſpiſe their Ignorance. They 
hear unmoved, the Ridicule of Fools, and 
know that their Laughter i is like the crack- 
ling of Thorns under a. Pot. 

The moſt Formidable and Vexatious, are 
thoſe Scoffers who are Men of Parts 
Learning and Wit, who give an Edge to 
their Satyr, by an Appearance of Reaſon 
and Argument. Of theſe n= ſome 
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who have made a Profeſſion of Religion, per- 
haps for Years, and from a natural Ardency 
of Temper, have been very zealous 'in the 
Ways of Gop : but as the Impreſſions of 
Truth were made only upon their Fancy, or 
Imagination, and not upon their Hearts; 
when theſe fail, their Religion fails alſo, and 


they conclude there is nothing in Religion, 
becauſe they never felt the Power of it. 


call theſe formidable Enemies to Reli- 
gion; becauſe to Reaſoning and Argument, 
they add the Plea of Experience. But bleſſ- 
ed be Gop, real Chriſtians have a Plea of 
Experience to oppoſe againſt it, they have 
taſſed that'the Lord is gracious; in repeated 
Inſtances, and know that they have not fol- 


lowed cunningly deviſed Fables, but Truths 


which have ſupported and carried them 
through a thouſand Difficulties and Temp- 
tations. They have tried their God, by 


Faith and Prayer, and have - found im 


ithful. Scoffers may prevail to make 
Tranſereſſors fall in the Ways of Gov : but 
the Righteous ſhall hold on bis Way, and be 
, that bath clean Hands fall * ny and 


Our Author has ſhewn hindi a Maſter 
acl, 108 the Manner in Which he con- 
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ducts his. Pilgrims over the ExchAN rn, 
GROUND, without their receiving Damage 
from it. We will attend to his Deſcription 
of this Country, and the Wiſdom of * 
Pilgrims while they paſs through it. 
This Country he calls the 1 


GrounD, becauſe che Air of it naturally 


rended to make one drowſy if he came a 
Stranger into it:“ a ſhort, but full Deſcription 


oel a State of Proſperity and Affluence: not 


ſueh as a Perſon is born to, and never 

knew any ether; but ſuch as a Perſon is 

raiſed to by the Bleſſing of Providence. 
- - Though Go calls not many, yet he calls 
ſome that are Rich, Noble; and Migh!y. 
Theſe never knew the Streighys of Poverty, 
or the Emharraſſments that attend. Perſons 
of narrow. ox caſual Incomes. When called 
by divine Grace, they are taught to make 
a proper Eſtimate of their worldly Goods 
O as to prevent its becoming a Snare 
to them in future. Their Dangers and 
Temptations therefore, ariſe from they 
nen. 


were born in Meanneſs, or at moſt Medi- 
ocrity of Fortune, and called of Gep in chat 


State; perhaps continue Ye rs in it, ftrug- 
ib | 4 | Bling 


Not fo, thoſe Children of. Gob, who | 
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gling with Difficulties, and ſome Times 
groaning under Diſtreſſes and Calamities: 
when theſe, by a Bleſſing of Gop upon their 
Induſtry and Trade, or ſome Turn of Provi- 
dence in their Favour, become rich, they 
enter into a new State, and come Strangers 
into worldly Proſperity. 

Their Minds are now delivered from 
thoſe Cares, Fears, and Exerciſes, which 
uſed to keep them awake to a Senſe of De- 
pendance upon God for the Bread of this 
World. No more Acts of Faith, nor ago- 
nizing in Prayer, for the Supplies of the 
Morrow, for ſatisfying the Demands of the 
Creditor, and for providing honeſt Things in 
the Sight of all Men. The Barn Floor and 
the Wine Preſs yield their Supplies, The 
good Providence of God Spreads bein Table 
and their Cup runneth over. 

When all Things go thus eaſy, fmocch, 
and well, Perſons unaccuſtomed ro ſuch 
Reſt and Peace, are prone to grow ſpiritu- 
aly Drowly, to fink into dull Formality, or 
to take up with, and ſolace themſelves-with 
the Comforts of this World. The leſs they 
have been accuſtomed to Things of this 
Sort, the greater is their Danger of falling 
inco a 3 State, concerning their 
Souls. 


F 

Souls. Pride, ſelf Complacency, worldly 
Conſequence and Importance ; the Smiles, 
the Fawnings, the Complacency of thoſe 
Who deſpiſed them when poor, and would 


have [corned to have ſel them with the Dogs of 
_ their Flocks; all theſe have ſuch an intoxi- 


_ cating Influence on the Mind, that ſome 
Profeſſors have loſt their Religion ſoon after 
they loſt their Poverty ; and others -have 
preſerved-only an Image of it, like a Man 


aſleep, who is little more than the Image 


of a Man. Hence the many Calls, Warn. 
ings, Exhortations, and even-Threatenings, 
- addreſſed to Sleepers, or thoſe in Danger of 
becoming ſo, 194bv/e that are at eaſe in Lion. 
Trouble keeps the Mind awake, but Eaſe 
lulls to ſleep and repoſe. 

Take Heed, my SyNTYCHE, * chis Ex- 
chaxrrp-G RON, and forgive the affec- 
tionate Officiouſneſs of a Friend, who would 


warn you againſt ſleeping, Je you ſleep the | 


Sleep of Death... You are not yet ſo puffed 

up with Pride, from your new Acquiſitions, 
as to beoffended at Chriſtian Remonſtrance; 
but will, I hope, /uffer ibe Word , Exbor- 
lation. You. was lately poor, afflicted, and 
in Trouble, like your Ax DRONIcusz till the 
Remoyal afa n en into Poſſeſ- 
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ſion of a Fortune far beyond your Expec- 


tation. From the Greatneſs of the Change, 
and from the Suddenneſs of it, ariſes your 
Danger, Where the Riſe is more gradual, 
the Danger is ſo likewiſe. 

Your Friend is perhaps in Danger by writ- 
ing thus, of being thought envious at your 


Good, and invidiouſly treating it as a Ca- 


lamity, from mere Chagrine, becauſe he 
can come at nothing like it: that ſuch 
Things are, I will not deny, but Gop for- 
bid they ſhould dwell in the Breaſt of Ax- 
PRONICUs. I rejoice, my SYNTYCHE, I 


ſincerely rejoice in the Good the Lorp has 
done you. I conſider Wealth in itſelf a 
hleſſing, it is through the Corruption of 


our Nature that it becomes a Snare, and I 
warn you, leſt it become a Snare to you. 


If the Lonp by his Grace, keep you awake 
and lively, I rejoice to think, what Fruits e 


Righteouſneſs, ſuch a Fortune may produce. 
The Poor will not be withbeld from his Deſire, 


nor the Eyes of the Widow made to fail: thy 
Mor ſel vill not be eaten alone, but the Father= - 


leſs ſhall partake thereof : neither ſhall auy 


periſh for want of Cloathing, nor the Poor be 
'. without Covering, their Lins ſhall bleſs. thee, 


when they are warned With the r of thy 
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This, my 'SynTYcnz, is poſſeſſing 
Riches as a Bleſſing; and as a Means of 

laying up Treaſure in Heaven: It is thus I 
_ wiſh my Friend to poſſeſs them. Hear an 
Apoſtle on the Subject. Charge them that 
are rich in-this World, that they be not bigh- 
minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but 
in the living Gop, who giveth us richly all 
Things to enjoy: That they do Good—that 
they be rich in good Worksmready to diſtri- 
 Pute—willing to communicate—laying up in 
Store for tbemſelves, a good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come, that 279 lay Bold 
vn eternal Life. _ 

Having conſidered the ſoporific Nature 
and Tendency of worldly Proſperity, let 
me recommend 'to you the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of the Pilgrims in guarding 
againſt the Infection. That you may do 
ſo, ſeek and prize the Company of lively 
_ Chriſtians, and let the Pilgrims furniſh 
vou with Topics of Converſation. | 
Their firſt Topic is Experience. Horz- 
Fur relates the Dealings of Gop with his 
Soul, in a ſweet and ſimple Manner: while 
CuRisTrian's pertinent Queſtions draw 
from him an honeſt Confeſſion of his En- 


deavours to get rid of his Convictions, 
And 
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and the Struggles of his Heart againſt the 


Spirit of Go: alſo a precious Detail of the 


Progreſs of the Work, as the Loxp beat 
him off from every falſe Refuge, and 
brought him at laſt, as a poor, loſt, and 
ruined Creature, to JzsUus ChRIST for a 
whole Salvation. 

Such Converſation has a bleſſed Tenden- 
cy to keep the Heart awake, and enliven 
the Affections. The Recollection of what 
the LorD has done for us, and in us, recalls 
to Memory our native Poverty, and Miſery ; 
and our infinite Obligations to free Grace, 
keeps us little in our own Eyes, and depend- 
ent upon the LokD; and from Similarity of 
Experience, leads the Hearts of Believers into 
an affectionate Attachment to each other. 

Wben I ſpeak of Similarity of Experi- 
ence, I do not mean a Similarity. of Man- 
ner : the Lorp's Dealings with his Chil- 
dren are various, but all lead to the ſame 
End: ſome are ſhaken with Terror, while 


others are more gently drawn as with Cords 


Love. In theſe Things Believers ſhould 
not expect a Similarity, nor make their 
Experiences Standards for one another. But 
the Similarity I mean is, their being brought 
wan ſame Point of rejecting * * | 


* 


* 
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and righteous Self, and believing on the 
Lon Jesus CRHRIST à their complete Sal- 
vation. Believers thus, ſee and feel, and 


know one another in the Spirit of the Gol. 


pel, and mutually rejoice” in their Joint- 
Participation in the ſame"Lorp, through 
the ſame moſt holy Faith. Partakers of 
like moſt- precious Faith, and Partners 
of the ſame immortal Hopes, they are en- 
deared to each ker; Perſons whoſe In- 
tereſts are united. * © 

Their ſecond T pie of Converſitibn is 
of the Soul-fearching and awakening kind. 
Having been comforted with the Evidences 
of che Truth of Grace in themſelves, they 
feel a friendly Concern for Icnorance; 
and endeavour, with all Fidelity, to point 
out the Deceptions of his miſerably blind- 
ed Heart; to lead him into a Knowledge 
of his dangerous Condition, through the 
Rottenneſs of his Faith and Hope; and 
inſtruct him how to fy-from" the Wrath to 
Amiable Charity and tendereſt Kindneſs, 
to endea vour to /ave a Soul from Death ! an 


Employment, ' which though it ſhould fail 


of Succeſs, meets its own Reward' i in the 
Performance, by keeping us awake to our 
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late and if we ſucceed, 
what glorious Conſequences,! He thai con- 
verleth a Sinner from the Error of bis Way, 


all ſave 4 Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a 
Multitude of Sins. A proper Concern for, 
and ſuitable Endeavours after the Salva- 


tion of the Self-Deceivers, is a noble En- 
terpriſe : bub it requires much Wiſdom of 


Mind, Honeſty of Heart, and Patience of 


Spirit, 4% inſlruf# tbaſe in Meekneſs who op- 


poſe themſelves : if Gop, peradyenture, will 


give them. Repentance to the acknowledging of 
tle Truth ; and that they may recover them- 
ſelves out of the Snare of the Devil, who are 
taken captive by bim at bis Mill. 


We have, -my dear SYNTYCHE, a third 4 
Source of Help againſt ſpiritual Drowſi- 
neſs, in the PiIGRIMu's Difcourſe about 


true Convictions, and the right. Fear of the 
Loxp. May our gracious Gop put abund- 
antly of that Fear into our Hearts, that wwe 
may not depart from him. It is ſaid Bleſſed 


the Loo, is one of the Scripture Marks 


of true Religion: one of the Characteriſ- 


tics of the Children of Gop. Mark well 


CHRISTIAN s Definition of it: it is one of 
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- thoſe precious Paſſages, in which our Au- 


thor gives us the Subject Matter of a whole 
Treatiſe, in a few Ri and plain Sen- 
tences: treaſure it up in your Heart, and 
often ponder it there; it will prove, through 
the Bleſſing of the SerrrT, a ſpecial Means 
of enlivening, when ſpiritual Languor, in 
Conſequence, of worldly Eaſe, is creeping 
upon your Soul. 

Paul ſays of IsxAEL in his Day, I bear 


them Record that they have a. Zeal of Go, _ 


but not according 1 Knowledge : for they, being 
ignorant of Gov's Righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eftabliſþ their own Righteouſneſs, have 
not ſubmitted themſelves unto the* Righteouſneſs 
of Gop. Self-Righteouſneſs then is found- 
cd in Ignorance, and ſupported by it. 

I think with CuRTSTIAN ; nay, I may 
ſay with Horzrul, that I know ſome- 
thing of it by Experience, that ſuch Per- 
ſons have Convictions of Sin, and Fears 


that their State is not good: but not under- 


ſtanding that ſuch Convictions tend to their 
Good, they do deſperately ſeek to ſtifle 
them, and preſumptuouſly continue to flat- 

ter themſelves in the Way of their own 


Now 
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Now; mark how they ſtifle them. They 
think that thoſe Fears are wrought by the 
Devil, and reſiſt them as Temptations that 
tend to their Overthrow ; they therefore ſet 
themſelves againſt them as Enemies to their 
Peace of Conſcience, and to their religious 
Attainments. 
They ſuppoſe alſo, that thoſe Fears tend 
tothe ſpoiling of their Faith ; for ſuch they 
imagine their vain Preſurnption to be: 
therefore they harden their Hearts againſt 
them. They have a Notion, that Unbelief 
is a Sin; and ignorantly conſider all Doubts 
and Fears concerning the Goodneſs of their 
State, as that Sin. They ſuppoſe that to 
be confident that all is right, is to be ſtrong 
in Faith : their Confidence muſt therefore 
be ſupported at any Rate. 5% 
They preſume that they ought not to 


fear; that it is inconſiſtent with Love to 


God, to be afraid of his Terror. And this 
"they preſume, becauſe it is written, There 
is mo Fear in Love; but perfect Love caſtelb 

out Fear, becauſe Fear bath Torment : He that 


feareth is not made perfect in Live. Their 


Pride and Self-Conceit, will not let them 
perceive, that the Fear mentioned in this 
N is not the Fear of Gop's Diſplea- 
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ſure ; for this Fear is conſiſtent with ſtrong 
Affection: neither is it the Fear that we 
may be in a State of Danger, for this alſo 
may well conſiſt with true Love to Gon, 
and without it, Self-Examination is vain 
and fooliſh : but that ſelfiſh, carnal, worldly 


Fear, of ſuffering Loſs or Damage for Gop's 


Sike, which Fear, torments the Heart be- 
t veen the CRoss and the Crown. 
L-aſtly, they fee that thoſe Fears tend to 
take away from them, © their pitiful old Self- 
Holineſs,” to ſtrip them of thoſe Advant- 
ages they imagine they poſleſs above others. 
They know not what it is to count their 
| Gain, Lofs for CyRIsT, nor are they willing 
to ſuffer the Loſs of all Things, that they may 
win him, and be found in him, not having their 
own Righteouſneſs which is of the Lato, but 
' tbat which is through the Faith of CHRIST: 
te Righteouſneſs which is of Gop by Faith. 
. They therefore reſiſt theſe Fears with all 
their Might, and preſumptuouſly perſevere, 
till like 15xor ance, they meet with Rejec- 
tion where they expect Acceptance. 
I intended, SYNTYCHE, with the cloſe 
of this Letter, to have ſeen our Pilgrims 
off the EuchaxrED-GROUN D; but their 
Converſation has. TY ſo intereſting that 
. pur 
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our Attention to them has drawn out this 
Letter to a conſiderable Length: we will 
cloſe with the beſt Wiſhes for, SyNTYCHE, 
that can be conceived by the Heart of 


ANDRONICUS: 


LETTER OA 


| E will mccain ſalute our holy Pu. 
grims, and join their Company, 
that we may benefit by their edifying Con- 

verlation. They are taking up a new Sub- 
ject, equally intereſting and important with 


the Former, and like the Former, calculated = | 


to keep them awake on the EncauanTED- 
GROUND. It is concerning one TeMPoRARY, 
who though his Beginning was much more 
like the Truth of Things, than that of Io- 


* NORANCE: yet was his Profeſſion of a much 


| ſhorter Date: he was, as we ſay, ſoon 
hot, and foon cold: becauſe with all his 
fair Seeming; he was graceleſs, dime. 

al Lover of himſelf. + 
It is, my dear —— in Religion, 
@ it is in the natural World; there are 
. N 3 many 


| 
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many promiſing Appearances which come 
to nothing. When ] laſt viſited you it was. 
the Spring of the Year, when the Fruit- 


Trees put forth their lovely Bloſſoms, and 


when Men form their Expectations of the 
Profits of Autumn.—You remember that 
beautiful Tree, near the Orchard-Gate, how 
covered with Bloom, and charming to the 
Eye! We both predicted an amazing 
Crop. My viſit was but ſhort, yet before 


I left-you, ſcarce a Bloſſom remained on 


the Tree: all its Beauty was ſcattered on 
the Ground, and our Prediction proved to 
be the Judgment of erring Mortals. | 
So have I ſeen it in the Church of 


Gov: the Miniſtry of the Word, as ap- 


| peared to be attended with an awak- 
ning and convincing Power. Numbers 
have cried out, What ſbail we do to be ſaved ? 


There appeared to be a ſerious ſolemn Con- 


cern about Salvation: a Reformation of 


Life and Manners, which excited the Won- 


der of the World: and an apparent Zeal, 
for the Things of Gop. Joyful Expecta- 
tion has filled our Hearts, and we cried, 
In the Words of our Maſter, Babold, lift up 
your "Eyes, and loak upon the r for 12 

| are are hi wenn is _— 3 8 
as 


— 
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Alas] what awful Diſappointments have 
we met with ! What Numbers have turned 
back into the World! Some of them plung- 
ed into Filth and Pollution they were unac- 
quainted with before Profeſſion : and others 
have become Deriders and Perſecutors of 
thoſe to whom they have wept, and with 
whom they have prayed. Grief has filled 
our Hearts, and Shame has covered our 
Faces, becauſe our Enemies exulted and 
faid, Aba, aba, ſo we would haue it. | 

_ To enquire into the Reaſons of ſuch ſud- 
den Backſlidings, and alſo into the Man- 
ner of it, may be very profitable : for theſe 
Things I refer you to our Pilgrims. Hoes- 
ruL ſhall ſtate to you the Former, and 
Cuxktsriax the Latter : and when you have 
heard them out, I will tell yau a true Tale. 

A certain religious Society in the Coun- 
try, had ſettled down upon the Lees of dull 
Formality, and, was becoming even care- 
leſs and indifferent about the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel; when it pleaſed Gop to viſit, 

them with a Revival of the Spirit, and 
Power of Religion among them. The 
Hiſtory of that Revival is not eſſential to, 
my Tale: ſuffice it to ſay, That JED 
of long, Randing, ſaw, and pn 0 
N 4 Bleſſing, 


- 


„ So 
Bleſſing, and rejoiced that many young 
Coꝛnverts were added to their Society. 
Amongſt theſe was HII AR :o, a young 
Man of warm Paſſions, and of forward Diſpo- 
tions: he had been gay, diſſipated, and de- 
voted to his Pleaſures and Grarifications. 
A good Education, good Senſe, and good 
Temper, rendered him ſo agreeable ; that 
his Company was ſought by many. This 
Hirano, I ſay, was among thoſe whom 
the Word ſeemed to reach with Power : he 
was much awakened to a Senſe of Danger, 
and ſet out boldly ma Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, regardleſs of the Opinions of Men 
concerning his Conduct. He thought his 
Soul at Stake, and HiLARTO could not be 
indifferent about any Matter, much leſs in 
one of ſuch Magnitude and Importance. 
His Attendance on public Worſhip, was 
185 conftant and with Affection, not only on 
the ſtated Opportunities of the Sabbath, 
but on occaſional Lectures on Week-Days. 
ö Whenever the People aſſembled, Hitarro 
was there: nothing but Affairs öf the ut- 
moſt Conſequence could hinder him, and 
he ſeemed to hear the Word, as one who 
heard for his Life; his Tears often indi- 
_ cating the Effect it had upon his Mind. 
ON FE nk | Ile 
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He attended conſtantly, thoſe ſelect 
Parties which met from Houſe to Houfe 
for Prayer and religious Converſation. He 
frequently viſited the godly at their Houſes, 
to converſe with them on the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, their Influence on the Heart, 
and their Application to Practice. He 
devoted his Labour, and was generous of 
his Subſtance, for the Service of Religion 
and the Relief of the Poor; and though a 
Perſon of ſome Confideration in the Town 
where he dwelt, he viſited the Houſes of 
the meaneſt Perſons, if religious, to talk 
with them about IEsUuSs Curisr. He alfa 
devoted a Portion of Time every Day, for 
reading the Scripture, Prayer, and Medita- | 
tion, in his own Apartment. 

Lou wilt naturally ſuppoſe; my Sr x- 
rycnk, that HIILA RIO was much beloved 
and eſteemed by thoſe who had the Cauſe 
of Gop at Heart, and great Expectations: 
formed of his growing and continued Uſe- 
ſulneſs: the Appearance was indeed lovely 
and promiſing, but ah, how ſhorr” lived 
theſe, Proſpects! a feC Months brought 
on an awful Change in the Appearance of 
 Hitarto; and deſtroyed all thoſe pleaſing 
Hopes that had | Lon ER CRONE 


him. AL $804 37 18 
- - 
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A general Election was approaching, 
and Parties ran high and violent. The 
ardent HIIARIo plunged into this Scene of 
Confuſion with all his Soul, and though 
often warned of his Danger, was ſo confi. 
dent that he was doing his Duty in ſerving 
his Country, and: promoting_ the Intereſt 
of his Friends, that he either ſaw not, or 
would not ſee his Danger. The Conſe- 
quences were ſoon viſible: his Concern 
for his Soul, and his Zeal for Godlineſs, 
were loſt in the * and Wen of 

the Times. Ft 
His Manner of * Peel Was Cs 
as CHRISTIAN deſcribes ſuch Perſons. The 
Care, Eagerneſs, and Hurry which en- 
groſſed him about this. Election, drew off 
his I houghts from the Remembrance of 
God, of Death, and of a future Judgment: 
his Retirements, of Conſequence, grew firſt 
infipid, and then irkſome. He no longer 
ſought the Converſation of warm and lively 
Chriſtians for ſpiritual Converſe; all his 
Talk was now about the Affairs of the 
Party. He abſented himſelf from religious 
Meetings, under Pretence of theſe impor- 


dam Matters taking up his Time, and was 


ſeldom to be ſeen in any Worb on 
N on the Lonv's Day. 


When 


— 


\ 


— 
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When the Hurry of theſe Scenes wits 
over, HiLaRto was preſſed to return to 
his former Fellowſhip with his Chriſtian 
Friends. Alas! his Diſpoſition for it was 
ſpoiled : he could no longer bear the art- 
leſs, ſimple, unſtudied Prayers of the Men in 
whoſe Devotions he had before profeſſed to 
find Pleaſure, One was too long and tire- 
ſome, another uſed vain Repetitions, 2n0- 
ther talked Nonſenſe, and there was a 
Similarity, Tautology, and want of Variety 
in them all. He conſidered it therefore as 
loſs of Time to attend thoſe Meetings, un- 
. leſs the Miniſter went through the whole 
of the Devotions. 

HxLARIO now principally aſlociared with 
the Connections he had formed during the 
Election, and indulged in their prophane 
and obſcene Converſation. He {till at- 
tended the public Worſhip of the Lord's 
Day; but inſtead of the Tear trickling 
down his Check, Hizarto ſlept, or be- 
ha ved irreverently, to the Grief and Of- 
ſence of the Congregation. | 
- He became impatient of Reproof, and 
pettiſh at Remonſtrance : he watched with 
Eagles Eyes the Profeſſors around him, 


marking every Infirmity of Temper, and 
| e Inad- 
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Inadvertency of Conduct: no Fault could 


take Place in the Society, but the Paſtor 
was ſure to hear of it from HILARIO, as a 
Sort of Juſtification of himſelf by Way of 


Compariſon with others. Often he would 
charge the Paſtor with making perſonal 
Reflections from the Pul pit) though the 
Truth was, that it was' impoſſible for him 
to ſpeak againſt Sin, without touching 


_ © Hriarto in one fore Place or other. 


* Hirarro however ſoon found a Remedy 


for that Inconvenience, by perſuading him- 
felf into a Diſbelief of the Scriptures as di- 


vine Records; and by forming to himſelf 


an imaginary God, who was very indulgent 


to the Paſſions and Propenſitics of his Crea- 
tures; eſpecially if they were not unjuſt, 
oppreſſive, and malignant. To do HILARIO 
Juſtice, he was a Man of Probity, Gener- 
oſity, and Compaſſion: Virtues of which 


he was not a little ſenſible, nor a little 
proud: reckoning much upon them, as 


recommendatory to the Favour and In- 


gence of his Gop. N 
In one Thing, HiLARTO was n 


| from moft Apoſtates: for though he threw 
off every Yoke of Religion, he did not 
wholly abſent himſelf from public Worſhip, 


* 


„ | 
nor withdraw his pecuniary Support of it. 
He profeſſed to do it from Principles of 
Generoſity, and for the Benefit of thoſe 
who conſidered Religion as a Matter of 
Importance. How far this was really the 
Caſe, will appear another Day; or whether 
a Number of his profeſſing Neighbours be- 
ing * might not be a powerful | 
Motive. 

Hitarto is now no more. Aſter near 
twenty Years Continuance in his Back- 
flidings, a ſevere Fever cut off his Days al- 
moſt ſuddenly. He died regretted for. his 
good Qualities, and lamented as an Apoſtate, 
for he was one, who had he held on as he be. | 
gan, would have been an Honour and a 
Comfort, to the Church of Gop. 

I have finiſhed my Tale, and ſhall only add, 
that ſuch frequent and awful Examples of 
Backſliding, ſhould excite a holy Jealouſy 
cover ourſelves and others: let us watch and 
be ſober, and never forget that it is he who en- 
dures. to the End, that fhall be ſaved. 


Our Pilgrims have paſſed over the 'Ex= - | 


CHANTED-GROUND, without taking one fin- 
gle Nap. Hoyer, indeed, was drowly ; 


but a faithful Companion kept him from 
A" and by well-ordered, and Soul- 


ſearching 


| 


- 
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ſearching Converſation, they kept each 
other awake till paſt the Danger, manifeſt- 
ing the Truth of CRISTIAx's Song. 
* Saints Fellowſhip, if it be manag'd well, 
Keeps them awake, and that in Spite of Hell.” 


Thus may Sxxvrycnx eſcape the En- 
chantments of a ſmiling World. Alas ! 
how few eſcape them wholly 

Join with me, my Friend, in this Requeſk 
to the Spirit of Life and Power, with which 
chis Epiſtle ſhall cloſe. 


Now thy quiek'ning Influenee bring, 
« On our Souls divinely move, 
Open wide our Hearts to ſing 
| „ ]e8v's everlaſting Love. 
„ *, Take the Things of CA Is r, and ſhew, 
„What his Love for us has done; 
1 Thus may we the FA rurz know, 
AIhrough his well-beloved Sox. 
Lighten each benighted Heart, 
Drive our Enemies away: 
* Joy, and Love, and Peace impart, 
Lead us in the heavenly Way. 
1% Nothing then our Hearts fhall fear, 26 
8 _  *© While we urge our Way to Heaven; 
N While we feel thy Preſence near, 


NY PAR Sine forgiven.” 
| Anpronrevs. 
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Dov ba kept the good Wine yntil now, 
was the Praiſe given to the Governor 
of the Feaſt at the Marriage in Cana : but 
he deſerved it not. A Head more wile, a 
Heart more provident and beneficent, or- 
dained that the Bleſſings of the Feaſt ſhould 
not diminiſh, but increaſe, with its Conti- 
nuance, It is his Plan of Conduct toward 
thoſe he loves, to turn their Water into 
Wine: to referve their beft Bleſſings till 
the laſt; and to give them moſt of Hear 
yen, when Earth can do leaſt for them, 
His holy Pilgrims find the Land of Bro- 
LAH, near the End-of their Pilgrimage, 
and in Sight of the City of their RY 
Reſt. | 

But let it be remembered, that this 
| Bleſſing is not the Lot of all his Saints. 
The Enjoyment of this delightful Country 
is denied to ſome ; and their Felicity re- 
ſerved entirely for another World: except 
that Foy-of Hope, that ſmall Foretaſte, which 
reſuks from their Faith, being ihe Subſtance = 
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of Things boped for, the Evidence of Things 
no ſeen: a Joy always proportioned to the 
Strength or Weakneſs of Faith. 
+ Our Author, my dear SynTycne, ſeems 
to involve a.double Meaning in his Meta- 
phor of the Country of Bzvr.an : at (leaſt 
fo it ſeems" to me, by comparing the ſe- 
- cond: Part of his Pryorim with this, and 
_ alſo by comparing his deſcriptive Imagery - 
with thoſe Places of Scripture fronr which it 
is borrowed. The firſt of theſe Meanings, is 
that glorious State of Things promiſed to the 
Cnurch in the latter Days, which will be 
the firſt Fruits and Earneſt of Ziox's ever- 
laſting Glory: and which will but a little 
precede it. The ſecond is, thoſe rapturous 
Emanations of his Grace and Love, which 
have been experienced by ſome Believers, 
in the laſt and eloſing Scenes of Life. 
Both the Name and Deſcription of this 
delightful Country, is taken from the Pro- 
pheſy of Isa ran and the So d or SoLOMON : 
eſpecially the Former, in hich the Pro- 
phet celebrates the Glory of the latter Day, 
and with great Earneſtneſs prays for it. 
The Words of the Prophecy are, Thou halt 
be called HxyhZTEAH, and thy Land Bxul Au, 
. the Loxb * in thee, and 4 7 1 


V 
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fall be married, and as the Brides room re- 
foiceth over the” Bride, ſo ſhall. thy Gop re- 
Joice over thee. The Lokv hath ſworn by 


bis Right- Hand, and ly the Arm of bis © 


Strength: ſurely, I will no mere give thy 
Corn to be Meat for thine Enemies, and the 
Sons of the Stranger ſhall not drink thy Wine 
for which thou haſt laboured : but they that 
have gathered it, and praiſe the Lord. And 
they that have brought it together, ſhall drink 
it in the Courts of my Holineſs." Say ye 10 
the Daughter of Zion, Bebold | thy Salvation 
cometb . behold his Reward is with him, and 
bis Work before: and they ſhall call them the 
Holy City, the Redeemed of the LORD, Jought 
uy and not forſaken, 
The Reſt of the Deſcription of this 
Country is taken from that beautiful 
Eclogue, the Sono or Solomon, where 
all that is gratifying to the Senſes, and 
even enchanting in a rural Scene, is paiat- 
ed in Nature's fimpleſt, ſtrongeſt Colours. 
An ever-ſhining Sun, and flowery Spring, 
the Melody of Birds, and thy Vaice vr the 
Turtle. 
Without pretending to Infallibility 40d | 
Perfection, in interpreting Prophecy; 
which is the higheſt Preſumption, and 
greateſt 


* 
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Arrogance ; let us endeavour, my 
r Friend, to gather from thoſe A 
u Metaphors a few Things, in which 
we cannot be -much miſtaken, while we 
keep in our Eye, the Perfection of thoſe 
Things we now imperfectly enjoy, as the 
Bleſſing which is there promiſed. | 

And certainly, SyxTvYca, we muſt con- 
clude the Metaphors deſcribe, the Tri- 
umph of Divine Truth over alt human Er- 
rors: a Miniſtration of the Goſpel attended 
with amazing Power and Succeſs: Ordi- 
nances of Worſhip filled with Glory, and 
the Preſence of the Lozp: and Churches, 
ke Orchards, Vineyards, and Gardens, re- 
- Pleniſhed with Fruits and Flowers, adorned 
with all the Beauties of Holineſs, and abound- 
ing in the Fruits of Rigbleonſneſs. We 
muſt alſo conceive, that Believers, in ſuch 
a State of Things as this, ſhall be far re- 
moved from Darkneſs, Temptation, and 
Doubt.—Shall be filled with the Spirit ins 
Knowledge, Livelineſs, and Affection; and 
mall dyell on the Confines of Heaven, 
waiting with Deſire, to be for ever there. 

We know not how long the Church has 
yet to: wait for this. Q lory to be revealed: 
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it, by Way of Earneſt, has been auitipites 
by many Saints, and more particularly» 
when near their Journey's End. Their 
Eyes ſaw. not, indeed, the Glory of Gop 
upon Iſrael, but they felt it reſting upon 
their own Souls. The full Aſſurances of Faith 
and Hope baniſhed every Doubt and Fear; 
while the Love of Gop Hed abroad in the 
Heart, diſarmed Death of all Terror, and 
made them long to depart, and be with Itsus. 
How has divine Conſolations, like the 
Vine that  goeth down ſo feweetly, as io tauſe 
the Lips of them that are aſleep to ſpeaks 


awakened every Power to praiſe the Log, 
and edify and comfort ſurrounding Friends? 


Ho have theſe Conſolations, even under ex-. 
cruciatingPangsand Tortures from Diſeaſes, 


flicted Saints, who have declared their Joys 
were more, and greater than their Pains? 

- Such Bleſſings, my dear Syxrvchx, L 
have already obſerved, are not the Lot of 
every Saint. They are no where promiſed 
to be ſa; yet have they often been granted; 
and. why not again? Why may not Su- 


TYCHE and his Friend pray, that as they 
approach their Journey's End, they may 


be favaured with a Sight of the City, and 
& Senne 


ſupported with mort than Patience, the af. 
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a Senſe: of its Glory? yet ſhould our Re- 
queſt be denied, let us not be dejected, our 
* Heaven will be never a Whit leſs ſweet be- 
cauſe we wait for it, till we paſs over Jo- 
Dax. Be it out chief Concern that Faith 
may hold out to the End, and Patience bavt 
iir perfect Work." That we may bear a living 
und- a dying Teſtimony to the Faithfulneſs 
of Go, though: we cannot talk of KE orll 
ous Enjoyments. . 

/'I believe alſo chat we may jugiy remark 
Abe, that ſtrong. Conſolations, ſeriſible 
Experiences of the divine Preſence to a 

high Degree, a full Aſſurance ariſing from 
what is felt, as well as what is believed: are 
Bleſſings that have moſtly abounded in a 
Time of Suffering and Perſecution; becauſe 
where the Croſs lays heavy without, and 
Conſolations of a worldly Nature are cut off 


9 on CnRIST's Account, and for his Sake; his | 


; Mercy and Goodneſs wonderfully appears ; 
in beſtowing better, and higher Enjoyments. 
But when Trials are lefs ſevere, He makes 
4 Difference; for. the Tenor of the: Promiſe 
ih As thy Day is, fo ſhall. thy Strength be. 46 
I have alſo remarked, that many of the 
Lon s trembling Ones, who have lived and 
enen almoſt all oy Days in 1 
l of 


- 
4 
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of falling ſhort at laſt, and have never been 
able to acquire ſufficient Strength of Faith to 
face Death ; have, as that event approached, 
been favoured with ſenſible Manifeſtations 
of God's Preſence with them, which have 
done away all their Fears of Death, before 
thatawful Event came upon them. Their 
gracious Maſter in Compaſſion to their 
Weakneſs, has gathered them with his Arm, 
and carried them in his Boſom. 
Our Author obſerves, that in this Land 
of BeuLan, the ſhining Ones commonly 
walked, becauſe it was upon the Borders of 
Heaven. It has been the Opinian of ſeve- | 
ral who have wrote, or preached on the 
Glory of the Church in the latter Day, 
that the Angels of Gop will vifit, and con- 
verſe with the Saints on Earth, as a Begin- 
ning of that Fellowſhip which ſhall ſubſiſt 
between Saints and Angels for ever in Hea- 
ven. That Angels have appeared to Men, 
and converſed with them, we are well af- - 


ſured, becauſe our Bibles tell us fo, but 


how far this is the Caſe now, or will be ſo 
in future, appears to me to be problematical. 
Will SynTycnsz aſk me, Why not now 
as well as formerly? I reply, Angels ap- 
gu formerly to 3 and converſed 

wn 


4 ee f 
with them, as Meſſengers ſent of God, to 


deli iver ſome important Meſſage 1 4 


to, and connected with the Affairs of the 
Mrssian. The Converſe of Angels with 
Mien, no where in Scripture bears the 
Marks of private Viſits to particular Per- 


ſons, or of open familiar Converſation with 


Men at large: they came to | denounce 
- Threatenings, execute Vengeance, declare 
Events that had taken Place, or foretell 
ſuch as were to come to paſs almoſt imme- 
diately, or in more diſtant Periods of Time. 


But when the Book of Prophecy cloſed, 


then alſo ſeemed to ceaſe all viſible Mi 
niſtry of Angels, till the appointed Day, 
when they ſhall attend their great Maſter 
and ours, in the Clouds of Heaven. 
Thus runs the folema Declaration. 1 


Jzsvs, have ſent mine Angel to teflify unto you | 
theſe Things in the Churches, I teſtify unto every © 


Man that heareth the Words of the Prophecy 


of this Book ; if any Man ſball bp unto theſe 


Things, God ſhall add unto him the Plagues 


that are woritten-in this Book. And if any 


Man ſhall take away from the Words of the 
' Prophecy of this Book, Gop ſhall take atvay 
bis Part out of the Bodk of Life, and out of the 


vick G and from the Things . which are 
written 
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written in this Boot. After this Declara- 
tion, I am obliged to conſider the viſible 
Miniſtry of Angels as ſuſpended until that 
Day, when they ſhall come forth, commiſ. 
ſioned by the Sa vioux, to gather his Elect 
from the four Winds. I am obliged alſo 
to conſider all that has been ſaid of the Ap- 
pearance of Angels to good Men, as only 
viſionary at beſt; and as tending to draw 
off the Mind from hat ſure Word of Tefti- 
mony, to which we do well to take Heed. 
Many good People have believed in the 
Appearance of Angels to Believers, before, 
and at their Death. Our Author has ac- 
cording to this Notion, ſet before us two 
of them, accompanying and converſing 
with his Pilgrims, as they advanced to- 
wards the holy City: aſking them Queſ- 
tions concerning their paſt Journey, and 
foretelling what Difliculties they had yet 
to meet with; but what is there in the 
Ne Teſtament like it? | 

Do not ſuppoſe, my SyxTycne, chat 
while I confider angelic Apparitions as 
merely viſionary, that I alſo conſider the 
Miniſtrations of Angels as fabulous. Far 
from it. The Word of Truth has faid; 
Tbey are miniſtering Spirits, ſent forth is mi- 


| 


% 
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miſter un io ibem who ſball be Heirs of Salva- 


Zion. They are the Servants of our Lonp, 
appointed to attend us. I have no Doubt 


of their frequent, perhaps conſtant Preſence 


with us; but the peculiar Nature of their 


Miniſtrations, is, I believe as little known 


to us, as the Nature of Angels themſelves, 
and will remain ſo through the preſent 


State of Things. Let us then be thankful 


— 


. 20 our SAVIOUR for their Services, and not 
be too prying into hidden Things. That 
wluntary Humility, and worſhipping of Angels, 


which is reproved in the Word, aroſe from 


Re: Men, intruding into thoſe T, pings. which they 
bad not ſeen, vainly Puſfed up in their fleſply 
Mind. 


The Metaphor of the River ; is beautiful, 


you know its Antitype is JORDAN, a River 
which ſeparated the Land of Canaan from 


the Countries eaſtward of it. A River 
without a Bridge, which therefore could 


only be- paſſed at its Fords; and muſt be 
paſſed by all Perſons who would enter 


| Canaan that way. Moreover at certain 


Seaſons of the Year, Jokpan overflowed all 


its Banks. Through this River the Tribes 


of Iſrael paſſed to the promiſed Land. 


* 
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| The Chriſtian Church has, generally 
conſidered Joxbax as a Type of Death, 
becauſe none of the Redeemed, except 
Exoc n and Er1jan, have gone to the hea- 
venly Canaan by any other Way: nor ſhall 
any, till the laſt Trumpet ſhall ſound: then 
indeed, thoſe which are alive, ſhall not die, 
but ſhall all be changed in a Moment, in the 
Trwinkling of an Eye, to the fame incorup- 


tible Pied with thoſe that are raiſed from 


the Dead. | 

Even thoſe few Perſons, who have 
doubted whether we have ſufficient Scrip- 
ture Authority to ſay, that the River Jox- 


DN is a Type of Death; do all agree, that - -. 


it is the fitteſt, and moſt apt Alluſion of 


that Event. Not only becauſe it was the 


Entrance of Ifrael to their promiſed In- 
heritance; but becauſe, the ebbing and 


flowing of this River, rendered its Paſſages 


or Fords, either ſafe and ealy, or difficult 


and dangerous: and more particularly, be- 
cauſe the ſenſible Prefence of the Lon, 


or the Exerciſe of ſtrong Faith in his 
Power and Graee, removed all Difficulty of 


' Paſſage. Even ſo the ſame happy Cireum- 
ſtances remove all the Difficulty of dying. 
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In the firſt Caſe: the Ark of the Fg 
| NANT, which was the Emblem, and Evi- 


dence of the Loxy's ſenſible Preſence, 


reſted in the Midſt of JoxpAx, while the 
Armies of Iſrael paſſed over. Well might 
they go through the River without Fear or 
Danger; Gop was in the Midſt of it, and 


forbad its Waters to overflow them. When 


the Queſtion is aſked, What ailed thee, O 
Jordan, that thou waſt driven back? the 
' Anſwer is, At the Preſence of the Loxp: at 


the Preſence of the God of Jacob. Even ſo does 
the ſenſible Preſence of CarrsT, render dy- 


ing ſafe and eaſy to the departing Saint. 

T Fhe ſecond Caſe, namely, that of ſtrong 
Faith, is exempliſied by the ManTLE of 
_ Erijan. That facred Veil which the 


Prophet wrapped around his Head, when 


be worſhipped the Loxp in Horeb the 


Mount of Gop; he took at the Paſſage of 


Jorvan, and having wrapped i it together, 
he ſmote the Waters with it, and they 
divided hither, and thither, while he and 


 Ex18n4 paſſed over. When he aſcended 


in the Chariot of Fire, he dropped this 
Maxrrx to his Succeſſor, as the Pledgeand 
© Proof, that the ſame Spirit and Power xe- 
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Mantle that fell from him, and went back and 


food by the Bank of Jordan, and he took the 
Mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and ſmote 


the Waters, and ſaid, in the Power of Faith, 
Wurgr 1s THE LoRD Gop or ELltan? 


And when he had ſmitten the Waters, they 


were parted hither and thither, and Eliſha 


Wen over. 


Faith in the living Jesus, will render the 
Departure of a dying Saint compoſed and 


eaſy, though no peculiar Tokens of the 
Divine Preſence be with him. This will 


be more or leſs the Caſe, in proportion to 


the Strength or Weakneſs of Faith. When 
the Pilgrims aſked the Syrning Onss, if 
the Water was all of a Depth? They ſaid, 
No; for you ſhall find it deeper or ſhal- 
lower, as you believe in the King of we 
Place“ 


Cr ic had walked before Gop many Yeats, 


wich much Humility and Tenderneſs f 
. Conſcience, yet was all her Life long in Bon- 
. dage, through the Fear of Death. But when 
the dreaded Event approached, CLio ſaid 
to UrrJan who viſited her, * Sir, all my 
Fear of Death is vaniſhed.” “ „ Happy 
Diſappointment,” replied UrtJan, © 
came expecting to find you overwhelmed 
_ O 2 with 
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with-Doubzs ahl Fears: I came therefore 
to endeavour to comfort and encourage 
- you. I rejoice, that inſtead of the Labour 
Which I feared, I have to give Thanks to 
Soy for his great Mercy, in biting up the 
. Light of his Countenance upm You, in 2 
moſt important Seaſon.” 
Indeed Sir, ſaid CIIo, «I do not 
feel thoſe Comforts, of which I have heard 


others ſpeak: I do not experience half 


the Happineſs I have ſometimes'felt, when 
under the Word, or when approaching to 
the Throne of Grace: but, I know whom I 


buve believed: and I am perſuaded that he. is 


able to keep that which T have committed to him 
againſt that Day.” C io continued calm 
and ſerene to her laſt Moment, when feebly 
'atticulating, O he is Gop, the faithful 
a Gop,” ſhe went to praiſe him. 


It is Time to put an End to this Letter: 


in my next we will attend our Pilgrims to 


their Journey's End. Oh! my SyrNT THF, 
if we ſleep in Duſt, as is moſt probable, 


before the Lon ſhall call his Church Bæu- 
Lan; and ſhôuld he not grant us thoſe Ex- 


periences, which are an Earneſt of that 


| Beats, and indicate our being on the Bor- 


OR 
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to die like CL1o, bearing our Teſtimony to 
his Truth and Faithfulneſs. That our End 
may be that of the Righleous, even Peace; is 
the Prayer of h 
- ANDRONICUS, 


LETTER XXVL 


IN OCK of eternal Ages l we rejoice in 
thy Immutability : Thouart God, and 


changeſt not, therefore we are not con- 


ſumed: *tis well for us that our Safety does 
not depend upon our Frames, but on 


thy unchanging Love and Mercy. See, 


my SywTyYcus, the Men who a little While 
ago, were looking with longing Eyes to- 
ward the City, and fainting with Deſire to 
be there. Who cried out in their Pangs, 


Thau ſee my Beloved, tell bim that I am fick of 
Love. Behold theſe very Men, trembling. 


and ſhivering on the Banks of that River, 


which was the only Thing that ſeparated 1 


them, from him whom their Souls loved. 


With what Anxiety they look this Way, | 
* hat Way, to eſcape the River, 
| QO'4 See  Þ 
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sweet Fields beyond the Gwelling Flood, 
Stand dreſs'd in living Green: 


So to the Jews old Canaan ſtood, 
« While Jordan roll'd between. 


* But tim'rous Mortals ſtart and ſhrink, 
_ * To croſs this narrow Sea: 
„They linger, ſhivering on the Brink, 
«And fear to launch away.” 
Nothing, however great and ſublime, is 
permanent, but that which has the Seal of 
Eternity upon it. It has often ſo been, 


that thoſe who have had the higheſt Enjoy- 


ments of God in the Days of their Pilgrim- 
, who have looked forward to Death 


1 with dauntleſs Courage, and even preſſed 
toward it with Defire; theſe have, like our 


Pilgrims, been put to a Stand, when the 
Maſter ſaid, Come up hither. _ 
The dear Evonpias had made this Re- 


mark on many a Fellow Pilgrim, who paſſ- 
"ed over Jordan before him. He was a 


Man highly favoured of the Logo, as to 


Bo. his Experience; but what he had fo often 


ſeen happen to others, made him jealous, 


Jeſt his coward Heart . ſhould play him 
Booty, and ſhrink with Fear, at the Proſ- 
pect of Diſſolution. Often have I heard 
dim confeſs it, that his Fears were, leſt 
- _ his laſt Trials ſhould be his greateſt, 
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His earneſt Wiſh therefore was, that he 
might be ſnatched away without a Mo- 
ment's Warning, and expire, preaching the 
Word of Life to his fellow Sinners. Euo- 
bras could not join in that Petition of the 
Liturgy,. « From ſudden Death, good Loxo 
deliver us.” How far Evopias was right, 
I know not; one Thing is certain, he had 
his Wiſh in Part, and expired ſuddenly, on 
a Lokp's Day Morning, while Thouſands 
were aſſembling to hear him preach. 

The Remark I wiſh to make is this, that 
thoſe who walk in the Light of Gov's. - 
Countenance, would do well to recollect, 
that a cloudy Death may finiſh their Courſe z 
even as we have often ſeen in the natural 


World, the brighteſt Sun of a Summer's 


Day, go down involved in Clouds, dark and. 
tempeſtuous. Let not the Idea terrify, as 

it did Evoprias, but let it prepare the 
Mind for ſuch a Seaſon, if it be the Maſ- 


ter's Will, and lead to a Recollection of 


Hoprror's Exhortation to CHRISTIAN: 


« Theſe Troubles and Diſtreſſes,“ fays he, 


which you go through in theſe Waters, 
are no Sign that Gop hath forſaken you: 
but are ſent to try you, whether you will 


f call to Mind that which you have hereto- 
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fore received of his Goodneſs, -and live 
upon him in your Diſtreſſes “. 


Blut it is Time to return to our Pilgrims:: 
they enter the River, but O! how different 


- their Experience in paſſing through it! 


 Hopexevur, like CIIo, found his Soul ſup- 
ported above Fear. I feel,” ſaid he; 
« the Bottom, and it is good.” And aſter- 


wards, © I ſee the Gate, and the Men 


ſtanding to receive us.“ Not a Tempta- 


tion rufflled his Breaft : nothing to ſtrug- 


gle with but diſſolving Nature: Dear gra- 
cious Maſter, if thy Servant may ſpeak his 


+ Wiſh before thee, let me die like HopETrUL; 


Pity my Weakneſſes and Fears of the laſt 
Moments: Ohl let the many dreadful Con- 
flicts I have met with ſuffice, and grant me 
a peaceful Difmiſſion from this Warfare 
He filent, my Soul, before the Lox D: thou 
en not chuſe thy Lot: nor haſt thou 
any right to aſk this Indulgence. © Thou 
haſt acquitted thyſelf too badly in the Con- 
flicts thou complaineſt of, to claim In- 


dulgence here. Alas how canſt thou ſay, 
I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my 


une, I bave kept the Faith ? Thy Con- 


| ſriencetells thee, that thy Cowardice and 


. e have given thine Enemies 
80 
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Advantage over thee. Look on ſuch a Cha- 
racter as that of CHRTISTIAN, and be ſilent. 


Poor CHRISTIAN! He no ſooner enters 
the Ri ver » but he begins to fink, «I ſink,” 


he cries, © in deep Waters—the Billows go 
over my Head—all his Waves go over me!“ 
Darkneſs and Horror fell upon him, and 
dreadful Temptations from the Enemy be- 
ſet him, till he concluded he ſhould die in 
the River, and never obtain Entrance i in at 
the Gate. ? 

The Idea of periſhing, is dreadful to the 
Wretch, who has courted and purſued 
Damnation all his Days, if he be awakened \ 
on a dying Bed: but he knows not yet the 
Agony of loſing Heaven, becauſe he never 


fought-it ; nor loved it. Not ſo the Believer, 5 
Deſtruction is indeed a Terror to him ; 12 
but his greateſt Agony, is the Thought of 


being diſappointed of all thoſe Hopes which 
have warmed his Heart. To be caſt our 
from the Preſence of Gop : To be denied 
the Viſion of that Holy One, in whoſe 
Name he has rejoiced ; To be excluded that 


bleſſed Society he had hoped to be nume | - 


- bered with for ever; To loſe his Crown 2 y 


the Moment he thought to receive it: 


IE too dreadful to bear, and Bier 
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neſſes of Soul beyond Deſcription. What 
"ſhall we ſay, when Gop leaves the Soul of 


his Turth Dove amongs1 Lions ; and ſeems to 


give up his Darling to the Power of the Dag 


Though Clouds and Darkneſs cover the 
Face of JeHovan's Throne, Juſtice and 
Judgment inhabit there: He does all Things 


well. We have already hinted, that theſe 


Things may be for the Trial of Faith: per- 


haps not only of the Dying; but o thoſe. 
about him. I will venture to add yet fur- 


ther; perhaps for the greater Confuſion of 
Satan, whoſe deceived Malice may think it- 
felf ſure of its Prey; whoſe helliſh Triumph 


may be, Gop bas forſaken bim, perſecute and 
late him; for there is none to deliver bim. 


« I ſee him again,“ cried CHRTSTIAN, 


exulting, « and he tells me, when thou paſſ- 
&ft through the Waters, I will be with thee; 


and through the Rivers they ſhall not overflow 
thee.” The Enemy was after that as ſtill as 


a Stone, till they were got over. He found 
F *- - there was one preſent, whom he hoped had 
been abſent. Ihen Gop ariſes, his Enemies 
are ſcallered: #hey that hate him flee before 
Him: as ſmoke is driven away, ſo does be drive 


them away: and as Wax melieth before ibe 
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Cop: but the Righteous are g/ad and re jcice 
before him. 
When the Diſorder which brought N I- 
caxok to his End, firſt ſiezed upon him, 
it took away all Hope of Recovery: 
Terrors alſo 105% Hold of him and overwbelmed 
bim lite Waters, and the Fear of Death 
harrowed up his Soul. NicanoR was of a 
tender Conſcience, and timid Mind: he had 
paſſed through Life quietly practiſing the 
Duties of Religion, and ſtrictly tenacious 
of whatever he believed to be right; but 
the low Thoughts he entertained of him- 
ſelf, would never permit him to join the 
Communion. of Saints. As he talked but 
little about Religion, and eſpecially of his 
own Experience; I know not whether his 
Soul had ever before his few laſt Days, 
been exerciſed with Terrors, and Fears of 
Wrath: he ſeemed to hold on an even ſtea- 
dy Courſe, which left not, with Profeſſors 
who knew him, the Shadow of a Doubt 
concerning the Goodneſs of his State.. 
His bodily. Pain was excruciating, ſo 


_ - dreadfully excruciating, that it was az- 
parent it would deſtroy him in a ſhort 


Time: but the Anguiſh of his Mind. was 


paſt Deſc ription, and as-he was ſenſible the. 
IF Acutenels'. 
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Acuteneſs of his Diſorder, haſtened on bie 


- End, his Terrors increaſed. He mourned, 


he wept, he lamented, that he was loſt for 
ever—that he had been an Hypocrite all 
his Days—that he had deceived himſelf — 
and had ſtopped ſhort of an Intereſt in 
CurisT, therefore God had now left him 


5 do periſh in his Sins. So lively were his 
Apprehenſions of the Wrath to come, that 


when bodily Torture ſo wrung him that the 


| Swear fell in large Drops from his Face; 


he would cry, „This is nothing, terrible 


. as it is, to the Hell I muſt ſuffer in another 
World.“ 


His Children he conſtantly admoniſhed 


to take Warning by their unhappy Father, 
not to trifle with their Souls, but to make 
flure of an Intereſt in Carrsr: and to his 


Relations who viſited him, he preached 


Aike a BoaxzRexs the Terrors of the Loxp, 
and urged his 'own Experience as the awful | 
Proof. He. manifeſted the moſt lively 4. 


Concern. for all who came about him, leſt 


they ſhould fall into the ſame Condemna- 
tion, in which he conſidered himſelf; and 


never ceaſed urging the Importance of | 
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- Uktjan, who vifited the departing CL1o, 
was the conſtant Attendant on the diſtreſſ- 
ed Nicaxox, whom he endeavoured to 
comfort and encourage, by ſetting before 
him the Mercy, Love, and Faithfulneſs of 
Gop to his Saints. Nicanor refuſed to be 
comforted ! his Heart, he ſaid, had never 
been right with Gop : whatever Hope he 
had formerly entertained, it was plain he 
had deceived himſelf. 

When Ulla faw from the Nature of 
| Nicanor's Temptation, it was impoſſible 
to comfort him by referring to. any Thing 
- paſt, he changed his Method, and admit- 
ted that what Nicanor accuſed himſelf of 
might be true: he therefore preached the | 
Goſpel to him, as to one who had never 
known the LoxD; and ſet before him the 
free Grace of Gov, and the Power and 
Willingneſs of the Lokp Ixsus, to ſave the 
Chief of Sinners, and- that even: at the 
eleventh Hour. Nicaxor's Diſtreſs was not 
attended with a ſullen gloomy Defpair, but 
with ardent lively Deſires after Salvation: 
he prayed inceſſantly for it, and intreated 


all who viſited him to pray for him: ge 


nad therefore an Ear for the glad Tidings, 
Get Lott ; | and 
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and they caught his n as an Object 
of Hope. 
le continued to urge his Objections and 
Fears, leſt the Salvation was not for him. 
One Day, Ur1jan, wearied with fruitleſsly 


= anſwering Objections ; addreſſed him with 


more than common Earneſtneſs on the 
Heinous Nature of the Sin of Unbelief, and 
cloſed his Addreſs with that bleſſed Por- 
tion, The Spirit and the Bride, ſay come: and 
let bim that heareth ſay come: and whoſoever 
doll, let bim come, and take of the Waters of 
Life freely. NicanoR muled, changed 
Countenance, and was agitated : thoſe pre- 
ſent, ſuppoſed that one of his grievous Pains 
had ſeized him, and ran to ſupport him: but 
what was their Surpriſe and Joy, when a 
Tongue found Utrerance? 
He broke out in rapturous Praiſe and 
Admiration, of the free Grace and dying 
Love of the Log D Jxsus; and blam- 


ed himſelf for that Unbelief and Blind- 


neſs, which had cauſed him to object to 
Mercy, which now ſhined into his Heart, 
clear as the Light of Day. He called upon 
all about him to join with him in praiſing 
the Lord, and continued to his Death, 


8 ſee was but a few Days after, ſpeaking 
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of Jrsvs, to all who came to him; exhort- 
ing them to believe on the precious Savi- 
OUR ; © for I,” ſaid he, * have obtained 
Mercy.” The Enemy made two or three 
Efforts to involve his Soul in Darkneſs 
again; but his gracious Lord ſtood by, and 
delivered him. An excruciating Pang at 
laſt, put an End to his Sufferings, and re- 
moved him beyond the Reach of Trouble. 


Return with me, SynTycne, to the 


Banks of the River. Our holy Pilerims 
are ſafely landed on the Side next the Hol x 
Cirv. The miniſtering Spirits receive them 


with Gladneſs; and having left their mor- 


tal Incumbrances in the River, they aſcend. 
with Agility through the Regions of the 
Air, ſweetly talking with their heavenly 
Companions, of the Glory of the KING, to 
whom, and the Happineſs of the Place to 
which they are going. | 

Theſe, my dear Friend, are the Begin- 
nings of thoſe Things which Eye hath not 
ten, nor the Ear fully beard, nor the Heart 


conceived : but, which Gop bath prepared for 5 
Il boſe that love him. Shall diſembodied Saints 


alone enjoy ſuch Converſation? With An- 
gels thus to converſe, is. indecd their ſpecial 
8 Privilege: : but why ſhall not Saints cons 
verſe 


— 
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verſe together on the ſame Subjects, and 
make them-a Song for the Houſe of their 


e 


_ De Heav'n is that holy, happy Place, 

5 % Where Sin no more defiles ; 
% Where Gop unveils his blifsful Face, 

40 And looks, and loves, and Smiles. 
1 7 wy « Where oe: Sox or Max, and Gop, | 
1 FTriumphant from his Wars, 
; Walks in rich Garments dipp'd in Blood, 
782 And . his glorious Scars. 


10 © Whete ranſom'd! Sinners ſound Gop's Praiſe. 
3 Th angelic Hoſts among: 
e Sing che rich Wonders of his Grace: 
* And Juovs leads the Song.” 


-. reive from the ſhining Hoſts which come 
out to meet them? With what Triumph 
are they eſcorted towards the City of the 
\ Gzzar Kino? Thus was the Beggar La- 


YL _ told, was he carried by Angels to ABRa- 


What a Welcome do che Pilgrims re- 


Za kus, who on Earth found more Kind- 
© neſs from Dogs than Men, thus, we are 


4 Hans Boson. Thus ſhall it be done to 
dhe Man whom the KIxO delights to Ho. 
| Nour; 


of way * 
* 


er waſte Places, be will make ber Wilderneſs 
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Nour: for this Honour have all his Saints. 
Glows not thy Heart, my- Friend, at the 
Idea? Say to the Children of Pride, Ye 
may defpiſe me, and paſs me here with 
Scorn, and even diſdain to ſet me with the Dogs 
of your Flocks : Say to the Children of Self- 
Righteouſneſs, who cry, Stand by, for I am 
Holier than thou; Mock on; and ſay; Let 
the Lord be glorified : for be ſhall appear to 
my Foy, and. ye ſball be aſhamed. Tur the 
Loop will comfort Zion: he will comfort all 


like Eden, and ber Deſert like ibe Garden of 
the Loxb. Joy and Gladneſs ſhall be found _ 
therein, Thankſgiving and the Voice of Melody. 

See, my SYNTYCHE, the Men are at the 
| Gate of the City, and reading the Inſcrip- 
tion over it. Bleſſed are they that do bus 
| Commandments, that- they may have right 10 
the Tree of Life; and may enter in through the 
Gates into the City. 


«. Thoſe holy Gates for ever bar 
© Pollution, Sin, and Shame: 
«- None, ſhall obtain Admittance there, 
« But Follow'rs of the Lamb.“ 
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See, my Friend, the Men call at the 
Gate, and are anſwered they deliver in 
their CERTTTICATES, the Proofs of that 
Faith that worketh by Love: that Faith, 
whoſe Principle, Object, and Fruit, has 
been the ſame under eyery Diſpenſation, 
whether PATRIARC HAI, Mosaic, 
PRorngric, or EVANGELICAL. Their 
. © CyrTIFICATEs are carried to the KinG, 
who recogniſes his own Seal, wherewith 
50 Servants were /ealed-unto eternal Redemp- 
He. commands to open the Gate, 
1 thay the righteous Nation,” ſaid he, © that 
keepeth the Truth may enter in. JOSE 
© Behold, SyxrTycus, the Pilgrims enter: 
they are transfigured to the Likeneſs of the- 
Celeſtial, Glory: as Kings and Prieſts unto 
_.  Gop, they have Crowns on their Heads, 
and Harps in their Hands, and their Gar- 
maeents ſhine like the Sun. Never did they 
ſoo ſing in their moſt joyful Days of Pil- 
grimage as now. Bleſſing, and 'Honour, . 
and Glory, and Power, be io him that fitteth 8: 
F upon the Throne; and to the Lamb for ever.” 
CL. et us, with the holy Dreamer, look in 
aſtep them. - Bleſſed'Gop ! what a raviſh-. 
ing Sight | The TOR ſhines like, the 12 


Cw] 
and the Streets are paved with Gold: the 
bleſſed Inhabitants are all crowned, all 
bear Palms as Conquerors through the Blood 
of the Lamb: and all have Harps to praiſe 
him. Hark! how the burning Seraphim 
cry, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lox! Well 
might the good Man wiſh himſelf among 
them. 
Of Ionorance, we its already largely 
ſpoken, and anticipated his Cataſtrophe: 
let us leave him then at the Door in the 
Side of the Hill, and be careful we do not 
follow him; but be Followers of them, who - 
through Faith and Patience inherit the Fr 
- miſes. | 
What muſt we do to follow them ? & 
Clouds of Witneſſes, they all bear Teſtimo- 
ny; that we muſt lay aſide every Weight, anp 
THE SIN THAT porn MOST EASILY BESET 


us. We muſt run with Patience the. Rate 15 


which is ſet before us, looking to Jesus, the 
AUTHOR and FINISHER of our Faith... 


«© Prince of Peace, and Loo of Life, 
« Give us agonizing Strife; 

« Life divine in us renew, —— 
. Thou, the-Gift and Giyer too.” 
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"titel we only to n axe Sie f 
8 as oppoſed to the Greatneſs of 
the Conflict, we might well cry out, Lozp, 
duo ben can le ſaved? But Jesvs is Alpha. 
and Omega; let us truſt! in him, whoſe 
Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs: — 
Though we have every Thing to diſcourage 
us in ourſelves, we have every Thing to 
animate us in his Word. Courage then, 
my Brother: let us preſs. forward toward 
1 Mark of the Prize of our bigb Calling . c 554 
Con in Carer: Irsus. Hs. the Captain of = . 


. By Nach ende Glory. | 
Jo which herhall reſtore us; 
= . e for that high Prize 


# Which he has ſer before, ud. . | | 2 | 

= And if be count us Worthy, 8 I | . i 
e each as dying Stephen; 5 | 
* Shall fee him ſtand, at Gov's-right 3 a | | 


60 To take us up to Heaven,” _ # ; 


Scarce can 1 entertain a Hope of ſeeing 
V SFNTYCHE, till we meet chere. Friend 


1 f 
1 1 


- N 
* 
4 3 

2 
45 
* oe | 


T 333 1 


of my Heart, and Brother of my Soul, may 
neither of us be miſſing in the Kingdom 


of Gop! $ - 


Grace, Mercy, and Peace, be with thee, 
is the fervent and affectionate Prayer 


of thy 
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